Cards Bike one year later, FORR Leather and lace dance, tj’s
first bike show of the year and much more as always
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Letter From The Publisher
by Jim Furey
Well here it is, just past the middle of another month and the
deadline is looming large. Once again I have to scramble to pull
this magazine together. I must like it though because it is a pretty
common occurrence. Some other things have become common
occurrences lately too and they are not so pleasant.
One is I have had to explain to several people that the column
called “Something Completely Different” was meant to be
humorous. There were several times when it was taken as fact. I
myself was going for a Monty Python reference in the title as
that was a phrase that troupe often used to move into another
skit. The writer of the column has informed us that because of
other responsibilities, he will no longer be submitting it. I thank
him very much though for his contributions during our formative
years— he helped us to be what we are today.
Trying to explain to people that something was meant to be funny
is one thing, explaining to advertisers that a change in words
wasn’t meant to slight them is a lot more difficult. I have had to
do that as well. In that particular instance, I didn’t comprehend
until later the impact my words and those of people who write
for this magazine have. I was reminded of that once again this
past month. Last month one of my staff asked if he could write
something about his nephew’s plight I said sure and we printed
it. I read it and thought he was passionate about it, but I didn’t
see how it might seem to others. I got several phone calls from
shops in that area and also from family members.

This prompted me to go back and reread the piece. When I did
that I realized from talking to the families that there was another
side to this tragedy. Some of these people lost family members
in the incident; others had family members who will be affected
for the rest of their lives. I could also feel these families’ pain.
My condolences go out to the families who lost loved ones, and
my empathy to all the families that have members who are going
to have to live their lives with the memory of that night.
On a much brighter note there are just a ton of events this month.
The most I can ever remember for May. This year I am going to
build a calendar so I can keep track of the ones I have to get to
and the ones I want to get to. I know I will see many of you
during the coming months and always welcome your comments
and complaints about the magazine. I have one request though;
if you only go on one ride this month, I hope that you will please
join me on the Ride 4 Arthritis. This ride will be very cool since
the organizers have designed a route that incorporates several
ferry rides, and also, who among us doesn’t know someone
afflicted with arthritis? Please help this worthy cause. Also, let’s
not forget about the Harley Drags at Gateway International May
6-7 and the associated Gypsy Rendezvous Ride. Till next month
take care, have fun and be good.
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Cardinal Bike Raffle
by Jim Furey
Here it is a little more than a year later and since it is baseball
season, we caught up with Tom Sack again. In case you
don’t remember, Tom is the owner of the Cardinals Bike
on the cover; he is also the owner of Eagle Auto Sales in
Troy, MO. Well at least till the end of the season, but more
on that later. We featured Tom and his bike last April, but
once we found that he had spent the winter updating and
enhancing this sharp bike—and since the Cardinals have a
new home—it seemed we needed to do it again.
Some of the changes that were made to this tribute bike
over the past few months include the frame which is now
powdercoated and the jugs which were all chromed by Bud
at Mid-Rivers Chrome Plating. The seat is new also; it was
done by Gary Tyler of Chopper Chairs and is another

example of the fantastic work he does. While the paint
scheme is similar to last year, the painter used a rainbow
flake paint, 16 coats of clear with the rainbow flake. You
really need to see this bike in natural light which brings out
the rainbow flake highlights. I asked Tom about the theme
of the bike and he said the bike had previous themes, the
Hulk at one time and others as well. He said all the themes
have been people friendly. The Cards bike is a tribute to
the area’s baseball heritage and what could be more friendly
than that.
This year though, viewing this bike is much easier. Instead
of having to go to a show where it is entered, you can just
pay a visit to Al Hrabosky’s down by the new Busch
Stadium. Kent Meisemann and I went down there to take
the accompanying photographs. It was my first time to this
establishment and I was truly impressed by the place. There
are all kinds of baseball memorabilia throughout the place
and being a lifelong Cardinals fan, many memories came
flooding back to me. It seems totally fitting that this bike
reside here this summer.
This is Tom’s last year to own this bike, well probably. The
reason for this is that Tom, together with the good folks at
Hrabosky’s, are raffling off the bike. Yes, you or I could
possibly own a themed custom motorcycle just like on TV
for only $5 for one ticket or 5 for $20. The proceeds will
go to a St Louis children’s charity. I asked Tom how he felt
about that, knowing how much he had put into the bike. He
said that even though the proceeds are going to charity, it
is a little bittersweet because of how much of him he has

put into the bike. I’m sure though that Tom will have a new
distinctive bike next year.
The raffle tickets went on sale in mid-March and will be on
sale all season. You can get your raffle tickets at Al
Hrabosky’s or they can be purchased at Eagle Auto Sales
in Troy, MO. If you haven’t seen this bike before, make
sure you get down to Hrabosky’s to check it out, and hey
since you are down there, why don’t you buy a few chances
on the bike. Even if you don’t purchase the winning ticket,
at least you are doing something good to help local children.
The winning ticket will be drawn after the final game in
the ballpark this season. Hopefully, that will be after the
seventh game of the World Series, but if not everyone who
bought a ticket, the folks at Al Hrabosky’s and Tom Sack
will all be winners anyway.
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News and Notes from Around the Lake
by Dennis “Henbo” Henley
Noble Eagles Poker Run

the same. I also met some new people and saw a number of
fine-looking women walking around and soaking up the
rays. Good job again Noble Eagles, Rich, Gary, and the
rest of the guys.
Bike Nights
Risky’s held its first bike night of the season on Wednesday,
April 5. About 45 bikes showed, which was a good start.
I’m sure that the May 3 bike night will be even better. Be
sure to mark your calendar for the first Wednesday of the
month at Risky’s.

On the afternoon of Sunday, April 9, around 400 bikers
converged on downtown Eldon, Missouri, in front of Buzzer
McGee’s for the annual poker run benefiting scholarships
for local students. Sponsored by the Noble Eagles, the run
stopped at Leather Man, Dog Days, Seebold’s, Surdyke’s,
and The Fish Tank before ending up at Camp Bagnell for
fun and prizes. The Moondogs provided great entertainment
on stage, beads and goodies were given out on the street,
brats and refreshments were sold out front at the tent, and
the biking season unofficially kicked off. A good gettogether like this becomes a bike show, and great wheels
were everywhere.

The Lake area riders can always be counted on to come out
for great rides and support good deeds by local
organizations like the Noble Eagles. I ran into buddies I
hadn’t seen in a while, and it’s good to know they are still

The Biking Life welcomes The Fish Tank to our magazine,
and is happy to promote its bike night, which is held on the
last Wednesday of the month. This should be a good one—
they’ll be giving awards for farthest ride, loudest bike, and
other categories, as well as eight classes of bike show
awards. In addition to that, of course good food, great pizza,
and cold liquids will be available in abundance. This bike
night is co-sponsored by Custom Motorcycle Creations
and Seebold’s Sports. The Fish Tank is on Highway W about
a half mile or so past the Dam. Owner Christian Myers has
a good set up for bikes, with a big asphalt parking lot out
back. Be sure to come by.
Mexicali Blues also hosts a bike night on the last
Wednesday of the month. They are on Highway 54, 1 mile
west of KK.
New Advertiser
Welcome to Bob Agle’s Bail Bonds as an advertiser to The
Biking Life. We hope you don’t need him, but when you
do, his phone number is 573-369-4466. Bob is a local
resident who rides a nice scooter and is there if needed 24
hours a day. I met him at The Fish Tank on the day of the
poker run, and he is a good guy. I may be calling him to
ride with me just in case. Thanks, Bob, for supporting the
magazine. We’ll try to rustle up some business for you (as
long as it’s not me!).
A lot of events are going on in the next month and into
June. If you would like your event listed, call us by the
10th of the month to be included in the next month’s issue.
It’s free to be listed on the Events page. However, for the
best bang for your buck, advertise your event. A quarterpage ad jumps out better and is a bargain starting at $125
per month. We will also do our best to cover your event
and put it in the following issue. We take care of our
advertisers. They keep us going.
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Classifieds

Do you have a bike ir
something else you’d
like to sell or trade.
Here is the perfect
forum to do just that.
The Biking Life
classifieds are
affrodable and they
work. Call us at (618)
531-0432 or email to
classifieds@thebikinglife.com
for more details

BottlesNThrottles Now Open
by Al “Slow Talker” Wilson
You ever ride by a place and something just feels amiss.
That has happened to me every time I have gone by the old
Shady Jack’s in Villa Ridge, MO. Yeah, it’s been open since
Jack left but ended up being called KMA, what kind of
name is that for a biker bar? Well all that is about to change
for the better.
Chuck Foster, with his years of experience in running
restaurants and bars, is reopening Shady Jack’s in Villa
Ridge. In addition to his experience in the entertainment
realm, anyone who rides in the St. Louis area knows Chuck
is biker through and through and will be true to the spirit of
the place. Shady Jack will be playing a role in this
establishment as well, hence the name BottlesNThrottles.
The place opened on April 14th and is starting out as a
smashing success. The location remains the same - right
there on Hwy O, and the phone number is (636) 742-4049.
This is a one-stop weekend party place. The campground
gives you a place to stay if you’ve done a little too much
partying and don’t want to chance meeting one of the area’s
uniformed types. In addition, the joint is going to have more
to offer than ever including, of course, a full bar, food, inground pool, camping and a shop featuring leather and other

types of biker apparel. You want more? Then try this on for
size…live entertainment every weekend featuring Blues
Acts like Buddy Guy, Johnny Lane and Kenney Wayne
Sheppard to name a few. Other entertainment you will find
here includes boxing, Ultimate Street Fighting and maybe
even monster truck pulls plus probably some of your friends
burning up their tires in the burn-out pit. Planning an event?
Think of this place as a great host site as there are banquet
rooms available for all types of occasions from wedding/
divorce parties to bachelor and bachelorette happenings.
This park-like setting outside the confines of St. Louis
provides a great stop whenever you are out riding or a good
place to hook up with friends and then venture out on to
some of the awesome roads in the area. This location right
off I-44 in the Ozark foothills is the gateway to some fun
riding. When the day is done you can count on those daily
bonfires, and Chuck promises there will be a hog roast every
Sunday. Since there is a connection between this place and
Shady Jack’s on Broadway, you know there will be frequent
runs between these two biker-accommodating hangouts.
That’s right BottlesNThrottles is back, and just like you
remember, only better.
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Family Feud Revisited
by Jim Furey

March 18th, Surdyke Harley Davidson in Festus, MO, had
a St. Patrick’s Day Party. Me being Irish and all, well I had
to go, and I was glad I did. All of the Surdyke dealerships
know how to throw a great event and I like all of them, but
truth be told, I have a special place reserved for this one.
The people there have always liked and supported the
magazine and for that I am truly grateful.
This event was very well attended with many bikes parked
outside as I arrived. As always there were food and
beverages available, and the friendly staff of this dealership
makes it a great place to visit. I walked around renewing
the acquaintance of old friends and making new ones. I
was amazed at the great selection of 2006’s available but
don’t take my word for it, check it out for yourself.

In addition to the many deals available on parts and
accessories, the dealership also had on display all the bikes
from their dealership family Bike Build Off. This is the
second year for this event and the bikes are much better
than last year’s entries. You can see that even though this is
a dealership family, there is some good natured sibling

rivalry between them. They all want to win. This year they
added entries from the Victory and Yamaha dealers too.
All the bikes are sharp and each one has a different theme
or area of emphasis like the Veteran-themed bike—another
went for performance and yet another for a radical paint
job. These bikes are all special in their own right, and I
urge all of you to get to one of the dealerships in the near
future and check them out.

I had a great time visiting with the friendly folks that work
and patronize this shop. If you want to know when the bikes
will be on display next, check our calendar of events. As
you know, we list as many of the local events as we can
there, or I’ll just bet you can see them on display at the
upcoming dealer parties celebrating the return of the All
Harley Drag Racing Association and the Gypsy Rendezvous
the weekend of May 5th through the 7th.
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Rocky Mountain Oysters in Illinois??

For almost a year now, we have been running an ad for this
place that talks about being the home of Mudd & Peg’s
Testicle Festival. That place is the Sportsman’s Club in Mt.
Sterling, IL. I was out running the states of Missouri and
Illinois recently which is required to bring our readers all
the most interesting stories. I found myself in Mt. Sterling
so I searched for this establishment. Not only did I find it,
but I was in luck, the owner was there to.
The owners are Kevin and Peg Huston. Kevin is also known
as Mudd; ask him about that name when you see him. I had
heard of Testicle Festivals before, but had never attended
one so I asked the obvious question, what is a TF? This
year’s will be the 3rd Annual Testicle Festival; a big street
party where the main foods are the testicles of bulls, tom
turkeys, lamb and boars. If that doesn’t appeal to you foods
are available other than the ‘delicacies.’
The festival takes place the Saturday before Father’s Day,
somewhat fitting I guess. At last years event, over four
hundred pounds of ‘delicacies’ were consumed: sixty
pounds of turkey nuts which tastes like chicken nuggets
I’m told, one hundred forty pounds of pork balls which are
similar to chicken gizzards, lamb which supposedly tastes
like brains. But to paraphrase Samuel L Jackson’s character
in Pulp Fiction, “I’ll never know cause I ain’t going to eat
the filthy mothers.” Well not exactly like that, but it was
the only way I could figure out how to get that into the
magazine. Kevin told me people prefer turkey, but Kevin
likes them all.
This festival has grown every year. The first year, more
than 1,500 folks showed up in part because a church group
started a petition against a banner for the festival. That
petition caught the media’s attention and the next thing you
know, this festival in Mt. Sterling, IL, is being included in
the monologues of Jay Leno and David Letterman.
Somehow I don’t think that was what the good church folks

had in mind. Well, the following year the event almost
doubled in size.

This is a street festival that helps a worthy cause every
year. The first year the proceeds went to the church folk
who protested. Then last year, it went to a child who has
Rhett’s Syndrome, but that became controversial too. So
this year, the benefactor will be Blessing Hospital Cancer
Center in Quincy. Kevin really likes the idea that the money
raised stays in the area helping his friends and neighbors.
They close the street down on Friday night so the vendors
can set up and they can start preparing the food. In addition
to being a different kind of food festival, there is live music,
an auction and a bike show too. During the afternoon a
Blue Grass band will be playing. The fun and activities last
well into the night and, from the sounds of it, everyone has
a great time. This year’s event is right around the corner; it
will take place on June 17th. I am certainly hoping I’ll be
able to make it for another day of fun and the opportunity
to see more of the magazine’s friends. I hope to see you
there too.

home of the hottest bartenders
and the coldest beer
get your tail(gator) here
this is a great appetizer
tues 11 - 7 $1.75 longnecks
Happy hour 4 -7 mon - fri
appetizer specials 5 - 7 mon - fri
keno and lottery available
texas hold’em saturdays
at 12, 3 and 6 PM
karaoke fri and sat at 9 Pm

15

TJ’s Bar First Bike Show of the Year
by JIm Furey

making their place better. It is no wonder then that they
are one of the best biker bars in the area.
There were just a ton of trophies available for the show’s
participants and many of the proud owners couldn’t wait
for the first outdoor show of the year to show off their new
bikes or the enhancements they had made over the winter.
The format was that each of the participants in the show
got a ballot. I think this is as fair a way as any to pick
winners, although no matter the method, there are always
some people who think their bike should have won. But
this way you have folks who want their bike judged fairly,
so hopefully, they do the same for others.

I’ve talked about it for months, but now the riding season
is officially upon us. I know that because TJ’s Bar and
Grill at the intersection of Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pevely,
MO has held their first Bike Show of the year. That occurred
on March 26th and the weekend before was the first poker
run of the year. The run also left out of TJ’s and was
sponsored by Don’s Speed Shop. There is a new twist this
year some of the local bike shops are sponsoring the shows
and providing the trophies. This show was sponsored by
Bikes, Trikes and Trailers and Phil Clifton Customs, it is
nice to see Phil and Jim taking part in local events.
This may have been one of the best attended bike shows I
have ever been too. The lot was full and cars and trucks
lined the roads around this establishment which is a second
home to many of the riders I know. The owners are great
people who go out of their way to provide a fun atmosphere
to all who enter. They do this in a number of ways: one, the
beer is always cold, second the food is good and served up
by their friendly wait staff, and third, they are constantly

Judging from the results, I think they did a great job. The
winners were Sporty Skip with his killer XLCH and Teri
took second, in the EVO class Clifton was the winner,
Vintage Class was won by the cool old Panhead that
belongs to Mr. Pataro, Twin Cam went to Serels, Twin Cam
Custom was Mueller’s, Touring Class was won by Blow
and Metric was taken by Belvins, and the Best Of Show
went to Mike Krapp for his Texas Chopper. In addition to
some very cool rolling steel, a number of local clubs were
well represented like our friends from the Statesmen and
the STMC members who were also there in numbers too.
This was the first bike show of the year and like all events
put on by TJ’s, it was tons of fun. Watch TJ’s ad and our
events listing to find out what other fun stuff is going on
here all year long. Till next time - oh and thanks Killer for
filling me in on some of the details.
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His Helmet Laws
by Jim Waters
President, Good News Riders, St. Louis, Missouri
Growing up in Illinois, I never owned a helmet, nor did I
wear a seat belt. I started riding mini-bikes, then got enough
money to buy a dirt bike, and still I never thought about a
helmet. The only helmets I ever saw were on police officers.
The only person who ever questioned me about it was a
doctor who was sewing up a big gash in my head. He told
me to start wearing a helmet, and I told him they were too
expensive. For the price of a helmet I could rebuild the dirt
bike! Besides, my dad was paying my doctors’ bill. After
high school, I started riding street bikes and still didn’t own
a helmet.
In 1993, I bought a Gold Wing, and the seller gave me two
helmets that matched my bike. Those were my first helmets.
I put one on to ride to Missouri, and when I stopped by to
see my Mom she said her prayers were answered. I live in
Missouri now, and I always wear a helmet—it’s my choice.
Reading my Bible, I came across four scriptures where God
talks about putting on a helmet. In the Old Testament,
soldiers wore helmets in battle to protect their heads, ears,
noses, eyes, and mouths. The helmets gave them an
advantage over the enemy. Ephesians 6:17 says, “And take
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the spirit which is
the Word of God.” Salvation is asking God into our lives,
believing that Jesus died for our sins. John 3:16 assures us,
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son,
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have
everlasting life.” When we receive Jesus in our lives, we
get the helmet of salvation to help us fight the battles against
the sins that come before us in our daily lives.
Jesus loves us no matter what we have done in our lives. If
you need to ask Jesus into your life— if you want this
heavenly helmet—ask one of the Christian bikers you see
at the next rally or call me personally. It’s your choice!
The State Coordinator for Missouri is Clark (Lucille)
Doughty, 816-697-3077, wingman@wcblue.com; and the
Illinois State Coordinator is Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-6298938, vdBrown77@aol.com. For more information about
the Christian Motorcyclist Association (CMA), you can
contact either of the above, call me at 314-434-2282, or email me at h2osjk@prodigy.net.
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names and identities—Daytona Bike Week, Sturgis,
and Laconia, to name a few. These events bring
motorcyclists from around the world to one location,
The history of the Gypsy Tour goes back almost 100 invigorating the soul of motorcycling. Although these
years. Not long after the first motorcycles were week-long gala events echo the spirit of the early
manufactured, groups of riders were looking for a Gypsy Tour, they have also become much more
social activity that would allow them to get together, commercialized and riders can only reminisce about
socialize, and show off their riding skills. As news of simpler times, enjoying a day in the park with family
the Gypsy Tour spread, it didn’t take long for the and friends and showing off their motorcycles and
popularity of these types of events to grow.
skills.
The Gypsy Tour is Alive and Well in St. Louis
by Jeff Pittenger

In the 1920s the American Motorcycle Association
(AMA) began to organize Gypsy Tours across the
country, and they became among the most popular
road-riding events of the year. These one-day events
usually featured a ride on scenic back roads to a park
where bikers could enjoy a picnic lunch, motorcycle
games, and camaraderie among themselves. Many of
the early pictures from this era showed the riders and
their passengers dressed quite formally, with the men
and their ladies wearing riding jackets and jodhpurs
(wide-hipped riding pants of heavy cloth, fitting tightly
from knee to ankle). Many of the participating clubs
had their own identifying clothing, and one of the most
coveted awards during early Tours was being voted
the best-dressed club. Unfortunately, these small local
motorcycling events fell out of favor in the early 1960s.

Although the last AMA-sanctioned Gypsy Tour in the
St. Louis area was held in 1964 (the group picture was
taken on the Riverfront beneath the Arch), the spirit of
those by-gone days stayed alive in the people who
attended. In 1991, two Kirkwood H.O.G. members
from Doc’s Harley-Davidson—Dale Feltz and George
McGrath—revived the Gypsy Tour with a small local
event held at Foster Pond Park in West St. Louis
County. Now in its 16th year, the St. Louis area Gypsy
Tour stays true to form, bringing in approximately 1000
bikers who are inspired to keep this time-honored
motorcycle tradition alive. The St. Louis area Gypsy
Tour is a non-commercial, relaxed day in a park with
friends, music, food, field events (both bike and nonbike), prizes, and a lot of good old-fashioned fun.

For more information on this year’s Gypsy Tour, which
Today, on a national level, the idea of camaraderie that will be held on June 11, e-mail gypsytour@charter.net.
inspired the original Gypsy Tour has taken on new
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Club and Organization listings
.A.R.M (Association Of Recovering
Motorcyclists) Chapter 13 - Support and
brotherhood for bikers in recovery. Meeting
and event dates vary. For info contact GO at
618-521-5499 or Gofurfarm@peoplepc.com
A.B.A.T.E
Backroads Chapter - Meetings are held the
2nd Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m. at Popa-Tops in Ellis Grove, IL. on Rt. 3 for more
information please email shev@egyptian.net
Freedom By Choice Chapter – Macon
County area our monthly chapter meetings are
held the 2nd Sunday of every month starting
at 1:00 p.m. at the DAV (unless otherwise
noted)
Great River Chapter – Meetings the second
Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM sites vary for
more info email greatriverabate@msn.com.
Missouri Chapter – Meetings are held the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM at the
V.F.W. 10817 Midland, St. Louis, MO for more
info email webmaster@abateformissouri.com.
Peo-Taz Chapter – visit www.peo-taz.org for
more info
Piasa-Gateway Chapter - chapter meetings
are held the 2nd Saturday of every month
starting at 7:00 p.m. Our meetings are held at
the Edwardsville V.F.W. Post 1299 the V.F.W.
is located 7108 Marine Rd., Rte. 143 East,
Edwardsville, IL.
Prairieland Chapter - meetings are held the
3nd Sunday of every month starting at 1:00
p.m at the Prairieland ABATE Building located
at 1901 N. Railroad Av., Decatur, Illinois
St. Clair Co meetings are held on the 2nd
Thursday of each month - 7 p.m., at the
Fairview Hts. Elks Club, corner of Old Lincoln
Trail and Hwy. 161, Fairview Hts. IL.
American Cruisers - meetings are held on
the 1st Saturday of the month at Bobeck’s in
Waterloo,IL. at 9:00 a.m email tats@htc.net
for more info
Association MC Jonesboro, AR visit
www.associationmc.com for info
Bikers Against Child Abuse: East Missouri
Chapter Meets on the third Sunday of every
month At the Knights of Columbus hall on
McMenamy road, off of HWY 70 and
MidRivers Mall Drive At 10:00 am, all bikers
and bikes are welcome Call toll free 877-7738790 or visit our website www.bacausa.com
Bootleggers MC - welcomes all brands of
bikes monthly meeting First Saturday of the
month Lon Bishop (Pup) Pres (618) 2516160. Please call this number for further
information.
BROTHERS OF THE THIRD WHEEL,
GATEWAY CHAPTER meets the Second
Saturday of the month at 2:30 PM at Good
Times Tavern, 200 N Main St, Dupo, IL; please
check the web site for details. http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/BTW-STL-MO/

Christian Motorcycle Assn: (CMA) 2nd
Thurs 7:30pm, Fire Mountain, 8925 Watson
Rd., Crestwood, MO. Call Jim at 314-4342282
Cross Road Riders Meetings on the 2 nd
Sunday of every month at the Union, MO
public library, just off of Highway 50. Contact
Lonnie Stallmann at 636-583-4871,
llscmaer@hotmail.com or Phil Tolliver at 636239-4055 or ptolliver001@charter.net
Good News Riders 2nd Thurs 7:30 PM Ryan’s
8925 Watson Crestwood, MO. Call 636 296
3120 TTP://midwestrider.com/goodnews.jpg.
Servant Riders – meetings on the 3rd Saturday
of the month at 10:00 AM at they have moved
call Roger for new site Fairview Heights, IL.
All are welcome Roger Snyder (618-2333443) e-mail: cmariders@compu-type.net.
Semo Son Riders - www.cmausa.org
Steelhorse Prophets – www.cmausa.org
Chouteau Island Partners (Off Road MC
Group) 1st Thursday of month HTTP://
w.icss.net/~squirts/island.htm Look for Tom
Downing through the web site.
Cycle Disciples St.Louis Chapter – for more
info please visit the following websites
www. g e o c i t i e s . c o m / g r i z s 5 0 /
C y c l e D i s c i p l e s S T L . h t m l
www.cycledisciples.com/html/st_louis.html
Dream Weavers Motorcycle Club – meetings
1st Thursday of the month at the Woodriver
VFW at 7 PM visit geocities.com/
dreamweavers for more info.
Euro Motor Union of Greater St. Louis:
meetings are held at 7:30 pm 1st Tues Sports
Page Inn, Old Rte. 3 South of Dupo IL. (314)
994 1257
FOG MC – Freaking Old Guys Motorcycle
group must be 45+ to join all bikes are
welcome for info or to join email
budtrk@hotmail.com there will soon be a
website also fogmc.com.
Freedom of Road Riders:
Local 20 – meetings last Sunday of
the month 1 PM at Dexter, MO Eagles Hwy
25 North www.angelfire/mo2/road riders
Local 24 - Meetings 2nd Sun of the
monthnoon at VFW Hall, 10817 Midland, St.
Louis, MO
Local 25 - meetings the 4th Thursday
7:00 PM at the American Legion Hall in “Old
Town St. Peters, MO”
(636) 278-5910.
Local 32 - Meetings first Sunday of
the month 1 pm, at LeeBo’s Roadhouse
Highway 84 East, Caruthersville, MO
Local 34 – meetings third Weds of
the month at Bullwinkle’s Pub Hwys T and
60 East Poplar Bluff, MO www.forr34.org
Local 35 – Meetings on the 3rd Sat
of the month at the American Legion Hall in
Artesian Park Clinton, MO at 5:00 PM
Local 38 - meetings the 1st Sunday
of the month 11:30 AM at TJ’S Bar & Grill
Hwys 61/67 & Z in Pevely, MO

(636) 464-2941.
Local 42 - meetings the last Weds
of the month 6:30 PM at Roadhouse 100, 2763
Hwy 100, Gray Summit, MO
636-629-1390.
Freedom Riders – welcomes all bikers and
bikes to come ride with them email to
Ride4JC1@aol.com for more info.
Gateway X-treme Riders Assoc - STL MO
area including Metro East IL Club is primarily
for owners/riders of Honda VTX cruisers. All
bikes are welcome. Web site: http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gatewayvtx
Gold
Wing
Road
Riders
Association GWRRA Have various meeting
locations in the Metro St. Louis Area. Check
out
the
one
nearest
you
at
www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Honda Sport touring Assn. St Louis area 1st
Sat; South Central MO 2nd Sat, Please join
us at any time Warm weather meet at
Chesterfield Valley Power Sports off hwy
40 West of Boone’s Crossing Exit at 9am Kick
stands up at 9:30. Garth Haubner at (636) 928
6939 Email: ghaubner@juno.com or Tom
Trieschmann by E-mail ttriesch@inlink.com
Illinois Motorcyclists Rights Association - an
organization that concentrates on the street
riders’ rights Website is ilmotorcyclists.org
LOMA (Lake Ozark Motorcycle
Association) Events/Rides Hotline (573) 4807433
Marion Roadrunners Riders Group – an all
bike, rider group that gets together on Sundays
and rides, meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday
of the month at 7pm at the Eagles Hall in
Marion, IL. The meetings are open to every
one. More info as well as events are available
on
their
web
site
www.marionroadrunners.com.
MidSouth Riders - Northwest Tennessee
www.midsouthriders.com
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. Email
mtra@ridemtra.com www.ridemtra.com Event
hotline (314) 314 434 5095
Midwest Cafe Racing Assn-Ride Line (314)
481 8078 Email Rideline@mcraracing.com
or www.mcraracing.com
Missouri Road Dogs - Sikeston, MO, e-mail
Moroaddog@aol.com for more information
Norton Owners Club -Interested parties can
contact me directly at my address
shurst01@mail.win.org or
http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gnoa
Outlanders – All motorcycle brand, family
oriented org promoting fun events without
negative attitudes, drugs or alcohol. Meetings
are the last Sunday of the month at 1:00 PM at
the TRY Club, 655 Berkshire, East Alton, IL
Patriots MC Paragould AR call Don (870) 240
– 3925.
Reelfoot Lake Night Riders - Tipton, TN
www.reelfootlakenightriders.com
River Road Riders, All Brand Motorcycle
Club meetings are held the 2nd Weds of the

month at the Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club meets at Fairview
Heights, IL VFW Hall on Rte. 159 at 7:00 PM
first Wednesday of the month all bike brands
welcome, for additional club information.
http://www.r3c.org
Road Riders for Jesus Alton IL meets the 4th
Thu each month 6:30pm Golden Corral 2723
Corner Court Parkway Tom 314-922-5670
Road Riders for Jesus Belleville IL Meets
the 2nd Mon each month 6:30pm Amarillo
Tex’s 4240 W Main Glenn (Hogdaddy) 618972-5875
Road Riders for Jesus Decatur IL Meets the
3rd Tue each month 6:30pm Round Table
Restaurant 2959 N Oakland Dr Bob 217-6204196
Road Riders for Jesus Effingham IL meets
the 3rd Mon each month at 6:30 pm Ponderosa
131 N. Keller Drive Fred 217-342-6430
Road Riders for Jesus Joplin MO meets the
4th Sat each month 8am Petro Truck Stop I-44
& Hwy 43 Ron 417-843-3965
Road Riders for Jesus Kingdom City MO
meets the 1st Sat each month 8am Petro Truck
Stop 3304 Gold Ave Randy 573-564-6167
Road Riders for Jesus Lincoln IL meets the
3rd Fri. each month 6:30pm Wendy’s 2815
Woodlawn Rd Cleo 309-562-7370
Road Riders for Jesus Litchfield IL meets
the 4th Sat each month at 11am Maverick 1403
Stamer Rd David 217-324-2467
Road Riders for Jesus Montgomery City
MO meets the 3 rd Sat each month 5pm
Maggie’s Truck Stop New Florence Jct Randy
573-564-6167
Road Riders for Jesus Mount Vernon IL
meets the 3rd mon each month 6:30pm Ryan’s
4615 Broadway St. Ron 618-266-7129
Road Riders for Jesus North St Louis
County MO meets the 2nd Sat each month
9:30am Grace Church St Louis 2695 Creve
Coeur Mill Rd Maryland Hts Mike 636-9409033
Road Riders for Jesus Peoria IL meets the
2nd Mon each month 6:30pm Pizza Works 3221
N Prospect Peoria Heights, IL Terry 309-2311670
Road Riders for Jesus Saint Charles MO
meets the 3rd Sat each month 8am Holiday
Inn 4221 Veteran’s Memorial Parkway Jack
636- 447-8138
Road Riders for Jesus Saint Louis MO meets
the 2nd Sat each month 3pm Ponderosa
Delores Dr & Hwy 30 Fenton MO John 314631-5690
Road Riders for Jesus Shelbyville IL meets
the 2nd Mon each month 6:30pm Mcdonald’s
1012 W Main St Jerry 217-774-5405
Road Riders for Jesus Sullivan, IL meets the
1st Tue each month The Spot Restaurant 10 E
Harridon St.Pete 217-728-7566
Road Riders for Jesus Troy IL meets the 3rd
Thu each month 6:30pm at Burger King 700
Edwardsville Rd Mike 618-346-2462

Road Riders for Jesus Vandalia IL meets the
4th Mon each month 6:30pm Ponderosa 2727
Veterans Ave Darrell 618-283-4141
Road Riders for Jesus Wright City MO
meets the 1st Sat each month 5pm Church of
the Nazarene Hwy 70 exit 200 Rod 636-7453901
Road Rebels Riding Club – An all brand
riding club, for more info about the club email
President
Rick”Grumpy”White
roadrebelgrump@yahoo.com or 618-972-4951
Shadow Riders of Greater St. Louis MO.
WWW.Shadowriders- stl.com meet on 4th
Tues of month at Manchester Elks lodge at
7pm (314) 477 9976 ext 772.
Southern Breed Kennett, MO Chapter – For
info visit www.southernbreed.com.
Southern Cruisers Chapter 47 – St Louis,
MO E-Mail - john.platten@swbell.net for
more info.
Columbia, MO Chapter – visit the
website www.southerncruisers.net or email
midlam69@aol.com
Southern Illinois Star Riders meet the first
Sunday of each month in Collinsville, IL.
Contact wizardandangel@yahoo.com or visit
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
southernillinoisstarriders/
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding Club – meets
the 1st Saturday of each month at Noon at
various area locations. Ride follows monthly
meeting. This is an all-brand riding club, call
Bonedaddy @ 618-696-7768 or Trainwreck @
618-973-6405 for meeting location or more
information. http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/
group/SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/
St Louis Motorcycle Club meets the 2 nd
Thursday of the month at Goff-Moll American
Legion Hall, 2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO.
Meeting time is 7:30 PM and all are welcome
call (314) 771-7100 or visit www.yahoo.com/
group/STLMC for more info
Star Touring and Riding Chapter 275Meetings 1pm 1st Sunday of month at Victory
Lane Power Sports in Swansea. A family
organization of all bikes. Contact chapter
president Jeff Smith, cmsro1@sbcglobal.net ,
618-977-2184, or visit www.star275.org
Tribe of Judah Motorcycle Ministry – St
Louis Meets 3rd Saturday at 7PM Jack Sims
636-398-8488 www.tribeofjudah.com
Vendetta’s M/C, Bootheel Chapter - P.O.
Box 831,Doniphan, MO
63935
Kzkat1420@gmail.com
Veterans of Vietnam Membership is open to
Honorably Discharged Vietnam Era
Ve t e r a n s . h t t p : / / w w w . v o v m a . o r g /
VOVMA.html
Vietnam Veterans M/C – for more
information on this club email them at
vnvmcillusa@yahoo.com
Vietnam Vet’s M/C USA MO (314) 440-1033
Women On Wheels Heartland Chapter
meetings are the 4th Weds of the month at 7:00
at Color-Art Integrated Interiors, 1325 North

Warson Rd., St. Louis, MO
www.heartlandwow.org. for info

visit

Harley Owners Groups HOG
Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs of month
7:30 PM at Alton Sports Tap Route 140 &
Route 3 Alton, IL..... Ladies of Harley 4th
Thurs also at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet room.
Belleville, IL HOG Chapter 3rd Wed of
month, 7:30 PM at the ELKS club at corner
of Route 161 and Lincoln Trail in Fairview
Heights, IL. Call dealership if you have
questions
(618)
277
8864.
WWW.Friezeharley-davidson.com.
Bourbeuse Valley HOG Chapter 2nd Sunday
of the month, 10:30 AM at Borbeuse Valley
Harley-Davidson 1418 Hwy AT, Villa Ridge
meets inside the old store call (636) 451-0106
for more info or directions.
Decatur IL HOG Chapter meetings are held
on the second Tuesday of each month at
6:30pm in the dealership.
Festus Mo. HOG Chapter 1st Wed of month,
7:30 at Surdyke Harley Davidson 2435
Highway 67, Festus, MO. Please call the
dealership for more info (636) 931 8700.
Gateway to the West HOG Chapter 3rd Weds
of the month 8:00 PM at Gateway to the West
Harley Davidson, 3600 Lemay Ferry Rd., St.
Louis, MO, LOH meets the 4th Tuesday of the
month at the Carusso’s in Oakville, MO. at
7:30 PM for more info go to
www.gatewayhog.org.
Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd Tuesday of the
month at Goff-Moll American Legion Hall,
2721 Collier, Brentwood, MO. The LOH
meeting is held at Culpeppers, 312 S
Kirkwood, Kirkwood, MO on the first
Thursday of month. Everyone is welcome.
Contact (314)
544
HAUG
or
www.Kirkwoodhog.com.
Ozark Mountain HOG of Lebanon, MO.
meetings are held the tird Sunday of each
month @ 1 pm, at Ozark Harley-Davidson ,
2300 Evergreen Parkway,. During the months
of May-Sep, meeting are held @ 11 pm. For
info contact www.ozarkharley-davidson.com
or 417-532-2900
River Roads HOG Chapter 1st Wednesday
of the month. 6pm Social / 7pm Business
Meetings alternate between TNT Action Sports
(Chapter Sponsor at 5101 Oak Street, Quincy)
and Tri-State area establishments. For more
info www.rrchog.com or call 217.224.1004
Springfield IL HOG Chapter Meetings are
held the second Wednesday of each month @
7:00 pm, at Breaktime
St Charles HOG Chapter: 3rd Tues of the
month 7 pm at St. Charles Moose Lodge 2705
Interstate 70 or visit www.stcharleshog.com
or email webmaster@stcharleshog.com .
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The Birth of a Foundation
The Hartbauer/McBride Memorial Foundation, Incorporated will be presenting their annual “Bikers Helping Bikers” Benefit
Dance and Poker Run on Saturday, June 17th and Sunday, August 27th, 2006, respectively. The Benefit Dance will be held at
TOP SHOOTERS and the Poker Run at CREHANC&S IRISH PUB. Through personal intervention and attendance at said events by M/
C, Chapters, Motor Clubs, Organizations and/or Independents, it may be possible to furnish financial assistance for The
Biker Fund…”Bikers Helping Bikers”…By Bikers for Bikers during the coming year which would be exceedingly
appreciated.
THE BIKER FUND…“BIKERS HELPING BIKERS”…BY BIKERS FOR BIKERS
The Conception and Birth of the Hartbauer/McBride Memorial Foundation is as follows in summary:
Mr. Thomas Hartbauer started an idea with $200.00…which was won on a 50/50 ticket at a Poker Run in 1987…that was
put aside to be used in starting a fund for Helping All Bikers In Their Time Of Need; but unfortunately, Tom was not given the
opportunity…lost his life in ahead-on collision with a drunk driver…to see his dream become a reality. So in 1988, the
“Hartbauer Memorial Ride” was started, that in essence went bust in 1993…The Year Of the Flood…the fund probably
had all of $2,500.00+ at that time; but the Memorial Ride did continue.
In 1994 the ultimate demise of the McBride family occurred, and a Memorial Ride was formed in Honor of “Biker
Jim”…starting in 1995 which continued until 1997, at which time, negotiations took place that ultimately created the combination
of the “Hartbauer Memorial Ride” and “Biker Jim Memorial Ride.” On July 8, 1997, Hartbauer/McBride Memorial
Foundation was Incorporated in the State of Missouri as a not-for-profit “Private Foundation” for the sole purpose of assisting
fellow motorcyclists or their family in a time of true hardship within the greater Saint Louis Metropolitan Bi-State Area.
The year is 2001, and the Memorial Foundation, to say the least, was in disarray…floundering. The Board Members in their
ultimate wisdom created a position titled Liaison, and this position has created whole new concept for pumping new life into
the Foundation. Ultimately, Tom and “Biker Jim” would be proud of their Sisters and Brothers for fanning the flames
that has allowed the Foundation since its Incorporation as a not-for-profit to distribute over $93,000.00+ since 1997.
At this time there are nineteen separate Motorcyclist Support Groups from Illinois and Missouri that have Liaisons with the
Memorial Foundation, and during this expansion, new Amendments have been added to the By-Laws, improving quality and
dedication. Along with this expansion, there were changes in Standing Voting and Non-Voting Board Members for the sole
purpose of including All of the Motorcycle Community in order to have a true “Bikers Helping Bikers” Foundation.
Also, on May 8, 2003, the Foundation was allocated exemption from Federal Income Tax under Section 501 {c} {3} of the
Internal Revenue Code. Contributions are deductible under section 170 of the Code and the Foundation is qualified to receive
tax deductible bequests, devises or gifts under section 2055, 2106 and/or 2522 of the Code.
The Board Members of the Foundation take pride in the fact that they have always supplied a HELPING HAND…when
proof has been provided…for any motorcycle-oriented enthusiast and/or immediate family member of the same regardless
of colors worn, brand of motorcycle, origin, sex, ethnical background, et cetera,…within a one (100) hundred mile
radius around the “Greater Saint Louis Metropolitan Bi-State Area.” For the year 2006, the Foundation has distributed
over $26,500.00+ to various motorcyclist enthusiasts, thereby providing a HELPING HAND.
This does not mean the Foundation is a charity, insurance company and/or hand-out. The Foundation cannot eliminate all
suffering, and is not an alternative to taking responsibility for your own actions or paying your own bills when you can…our
purpose does not eliminate all sacrifices on your part.
For any questions that may arise regarding “Bikers Helping Bikers” through Hartbauer/McBride Memorial Foundation and
/or its Board Members, please feel free to contact me, Steve “WildMan” Howard, at 636/675-3123. I would be more than
pleased to present myself for any open-air discussion about the facts of life over a cup of coffee. Once again, THANK YOU
for your support.
Respectively, submitted by The WildMan, Liaison for the Hartbauer/McBride Memorial Foundation, Inc.

Biker Friendly Establishments Good Times, 834 S Morrison, C’Ville Crawdaddy’s, 121 W Main St, Mt OlIllinois
Alton/Grafton/Wood River
Cellar Room Tavern, 2704 E. Broadway, Alton (618) 465-9874
Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th St., Alton
(618) 462-6787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530 E. 4th St.,
Alton (618) 462-5532
The Loading Dock, 400 Front St,
Grafton (618) 786-3494
Porky’s, 1543 E Edwardsville Rd,
Wood River (618) 254-9380
Sandbar, 1856 E Broadway, (618) 465
- 2861
Woodstock Lounge, 638 Broadway,
Alton
Wild Goose Saloon, 1505 W. Main St,
Grafton (618) 786-8888
Belleville
Crehan’s Irish Pub, 5500 North Belt
West 618) 234-6500
Dutch Hollow Barn, 533 Dutch Hollow Rd. (618) 235-5868
Linda Lou’s 1310 Dutch Hollow Rd
Mitch and Nancy’s League Lounge,
1501 W Main St (618) 277-3643
Robin’s Nest, 1614 Mascoutah Ave.
(618) 234-7432Sheridan’s Frozen Custard, 5326 N Illinois St
The Antique House, 3701 W. Main St.
(618) 235-3434
TR’S Place 4901 Concordia Rd., (618)
277-7135
Cahokia/Sauget/Dupo
Brandy Inn: 103 Water St. (618) 3371101 Always Biker Friendly
Chopper Chairs (618) 531 - 3222
Derby Al’s Diner: 2845 Camp Jackson
Rd.
Carmi
Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E Main
Street in Carmi (618) 382-9987
Caseyville
Dog House Bar and Grill, 601 N Main
St (618) 344 -9781
Caddyshack Saloon, 2865 N. 89th St,
(618) 397-4704
Collinsville/Edwardsville
American Pride Collision 427 East
Main St, C’Ville (618) 345-7872, We
can fix your bike too.

Our Place, 704 Henry St, Edwardsville
(6187) 655-1255
Jacksonville
Don’s Place, 207 W Morgan St, (217)
243-2112
Maryville/Glen Carbon
Judy Inn, 3730 S Hwy 157 (618) 288 9182
Sharky’s Sports Bar, 2537 Vandalia,
(618) 344-0826
Granite City/Pontoon Beach
Diamond’s Bar and Billiards 4020
Pontoon Rd, Pontoon Beach (618)
797-7110
Gabby’s Bar & Grill, 1800 State St.
(618) 452-2009
Smokey Joe’s, 3998 Lake St, (618)
931-2279
The Village Inn, 4015 Pontoon Rd.,
Pontoon Beach (618) 931-4497
Mt. Vernon
The Crossing: 300 S 9th - 1 block off
the square(rt.37&rt.15)
New Baden
Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy
161), (618) 588-4672
Old Shawneetown
Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St in Old
Shawneetown (618) 922-1389
Quincy, IL/Hannibal, MO area
Booters 112 W Main St, Mt Sterling,
IL (217) 773-2381
Hard Times II 305 S Ohio, Camp Point,
IL (217) 593-7733
Kelly’s (A fun Place to Eat and
Drink), 2902 Broadway (217) 2225579
Long Branch Saloon, New Canton, IL
(217) 426-2022
Sparky’s, 221 N 5th St, (217) 224-7527
Sportsman’s Club 111 N Capitol
Ave., Mt Sterling, IL (217) 773-9096
The Other Place, 105 S Main St,
Hannibal, MO (573) 221-4114
The Back Porch, 715 Oak, Quincy, IL
(217) 223-8800
The Office, 717 Mortimer, Barry, IL
(217) 335-3193
Southwestern Illinois
Bobeck’s Sports Bar & Grill, 1324
Jamie Ln Waterloo, IL (618) 9398300 fax(618) 939-2901

ive, IL (217) 999-2090
Falling Springs Club, 2200 LePere
Ln. Dupo, IL (618) 286-4440
Fountain Inn, 1912 Fountain Rd.
Valmeyer, IL (618) 935-2266
Freeda’s Bar, 2071 Main St Renault,
IL.
Gallagher’s Get-A-Way, 102 S.
Richland, Freeburg, IL (618) 5395208
Gert’s Place Bar and Grill Ill Rtes 3 &
149 Gorham, IL (618) 763-9254
Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N.
Main St. Dupo, IL (618) 286-9693
Heartland Bar and Grill, 6180 Rte 3,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-6670
Jody’s, 1301 9th St, Highland, IL
(618) 651 - 9301
Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville, IL (618)
853-4425
Karban’s Knotty Pine, 4569 Buss
Branch Rd., Waterloo, IL (618) 4739954
L & D Patio, Bar & Grill Hwy 3
McClure, IL 62957 618-661-9106
Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie DuRocher,
IL (618) 284-3374
Old Shamrock Tavern, Hwys 13 & 156,
New Athens, IL (618) 475-9263
“Papa” Wheelie’s, Old Rte 50, Trenton, IL (618) “ A full throttle sports
bar”
Rick’s Corner, 201 S Union St Staunton
(618) 635-3088
S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St.
Columbia, IL, (618) 281-9997
Smitty’s at the Marina, New Athens
Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main
Street, Red Bud, IL (618) 282-7956
The Dawg Haus 102 S. Main St. New
Douglas, IL 217-456-7072
Thirsty’s, 415 Vine St, Eldred, IL
Willie’s Corner, 128 W. Market, Red
Bud, Ill 62278
Springfield
Knuckleheads, 2000 Peoria Rd., 62702
(217) 789-1488
Pony Keg Leathers: 2026 S 11th St
(217) 544-3774
The Cove 1616 N Dirksen Pkwy (217)
753-1760

Missouri
Arnold
21 Rock, #1 Meramec Heights (636) 282-7228 live music
every weekend
Barnhart
Your Payday Advance Co., 7125 Metropolitan Blvd, Ste
106 (636) 467-5447
Charlack
John & Judy’s Charlack Pub: 8334 Lackland Rd., Rock
Bands Fri and Sat Nights (314) 423-8119
Defiance
Terry and Kathy’s - Defiance, MO on Hwy. 94 about 9 miles
south of Hwy 40
Fenton
That One Place: 1005 Majestic Dr in Fenton, MO (636)
861-1902
Fredericktown
Little Joe’s Bar and Grill, 1317 Hwy OO (573) 783-5452
Gray Summit
Roadhouse 100, 2763 Highway 100 (636) 451-2007
Hazelwood
Jack’s Iron Horse Bar and Grill: 12950 St Charles Rock
Rd (314) 209-1280
Lake of the Ozarks Area
Backwater Jacks Lakeside Bar & Grill Lake Rd. to Beach
Dr (573) 348-6639
Cheeks Bar & Grill at the Square, Camdenton, MO (573)
346-5400
Filling Station Pub & Grill, Hwy 54 Osage Beach, MO (573)
348-4796
Gasoline Alley 324 W Main St, Warsaw, MO (660) 4384170
IM Tirebiters Bar & Grill, across from Shoney’s in Oage
Beach(573) 348-1177
Risky’s Sports Bar, Hwy 54 West of Square Camdenton,
Bike Night first Wed of month (573) 346-9740
Rock Island Line, “The Dam Bar” Bagnell Dam Strip Lake
Ozark (573) 365-8911
Salty Dog Lakeside Bar & Grill, Lake Rd 54-37 (Jeffries
Rd) (573) 348-9797
The Rail Sports Bar & Grill, Hwy 54 West of Osage
Beach (573) 348-1431
Town and Country Motel, 5451 Hwy 54, Osage Beach (800)
251 - 5677
Louisiana
Eagles Nest Bistro, Hwy 79 (573) 754-9888
Pevely
TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 61-67, For Bike Show date
information call (636) 475-3648.
St Ann
Lindy’s – 10471 St Charles Rock Rd (314) 427-2822
St Charles/St Peters/O’Fallon/Wentzville
Porky’s Restaurant and Bar, 1203 5th St, St Charles, (636)

940-0142
Crazy Horse Saloon, 405 Bus Hwy 61, Wentzville, MO
636-327-9614
St. Louis
Double D’s Hangout, 9853 S. Broadway, 314-615-9100
Frank’s First Alarm 7800 Virginia (314) 638-9272
House of Rock, Ronnie’s Plaza music Thurs – Sat
Iron Horse Saloon, 7928 S. Broadway, Saint Louis, MO
(314) 631-3141
Night Sky 13154 Tesson Ferry Rd.
Scott and Beverly’s Some Other Place Other Place 1500
Lemay Ferry Rd. (314)892-6969
Shady Jack’s Saloon and Deli, 1432 N Broadway (314) 241Hogg fax (314) 241-TITS
Southeast Missouri
BoonDock Bar & Grill,-22712 US Highway 61 Morley
(573)262-8899
Bootheel Saloon -Highway 142 Poplar Bluff
Branding Iron BBQ,763 Maple Valley Dr,
Farmington (573)756-1100
Branding Iron BBQ,1903 E Jackson Blvd, Jackson,
MO (573)243-0007
Bullwinkle’s Pub, Hwy T off Hwy 60 E Poplar Bluff (573)
778-9278
County Ice House,H Highway, Benton (573) 545-9988
Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn Street, Sikeston (573)-471-9984
Farmer’s Bar & Grill, Highway 62, Risco (573) 396-5572
Jim & Jerry’s Restaurant, Pub & Billiards 336 Vine St. Poplar Bluff (573) 686-2006
LeeBo’s Road House & Bait Shop - Highway 84 East,
Caruthersville (573)359-4493
Marbles Restaurant and Sport Bar, Bus Hwy 60, Dexter
(573) 624-8662
Mona’s Clymax II - 215 Ward Ave., Caruthersville
(573)333-3003
Pockets, 1444 Independence Cape Girardeau (573) 3352233
Scotty’s Sports Bar & Grill - 4802 West Village (PP Hwy.)
Poplar Bluff (573) 686-9300
Stevie P’s, 207 Second St. Qulin
Players, 632 Broadway, Cape Girardeau 63701 (573) 3359915
Wheels Sports Bar & Grill, Highway 25 and Highway
62,Malden (573) 276-5512
Wild River Pub & Grill, 3765 Hwy W, Farmington
.
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Is This the King of Bikes
by Rob “Bobo” Belinski
By now everyone has probably seen the Budweiser poster
featuring various hot chicks posing by an incredibly sharp
looking custom. When I first saw it, I was sure the bike
must have been built by some big-time bike builder from
one of the coasts, right? I recently found out that the bike
was built by a local builder, one Glen LaRue. I was
introduced to Glen at the Wentzville Wide Open Bike Show
by Kim Kirgan of our staff.
After chatting with him for a while, I knew his talent had
to be illuminated as only The Biking Life can. Kent
Meisemann took some awesome pictures for this article
and plans were made to talk to Glen at a later date.

Time slipped away, but then as fate would have it, I ran
into Glen again when he had a little time, and so did I, so
he told me about himself and his bike. Glen lives in House
Springs, MO. He has been riding for the past 25 years, he
comes from a family of riders and still owns his brother’s
’71 Shovelhead, which is also pictured here. That is very
cool because there are a lot of people out there who will
work on EVOs and TCs, but not nearly as many who will
help you keep your Shovelhead running. Glen can and will
though.
I asked Glen how he got hooked up with Anheuser-Busch.
He told me Randy from Fog Hollow got a call from
someone looking for a sharp bike so Randy told them about
Glen’s bike. Following that conversation, a photographer
came out and took photos of the bike. The photographer
had other bikes to shoot, but when the folks at AnheuserBusch saw Glen’s bike, they knew they’d found what they
were looking for. Two weeks later they did the poster shoot
at Photo Studio by Union Station and the rest, as they say,
is history.
We got around to talking about the bike which Glen built
on the rock of a Midwest Choppers frame. With so many
choices of power plants available, Glen opted to use the
RevTech 100. The transmission is a Powerhouse 5 speed.
Beyond that, most of the bike was fabricated by Glen, this
includes the fenders as well as the round bar work. The
paint was done by Brian Saake, a friend of Glen’s who is a

painter for Royal Gate Dodge, and the graphics were done
by Tim of Mayhem. Glen said that, since he created this
rolling beauty, it has generated a lot of recognition for him.
He said he has received calls from all over the country
telling him they have seen his bike and are impressed. I
saw his bike featured on posters during my stay in the
Daytona area for Bike Week.

fabricated, you need to call LaRue Customs at (636) 2851710. That’s right—from Shovelheads to Customs, if you
need help finishing a project, he’ll come to you for anything
from home estimates to customizing.
After spending time with Glen and seeing his work, I know
that his devotion to quality and his innovative ideas can
help you make your dreams come true.

Though Glen builds customs, he is an old school biker at
heart. That is evidenced, not only the pride he takes in his
brother’s Shovelhead, but also by the two bikes he is
currently working on in his living room. Since I first met
Glen, he has begun his own business. He is doing mobile
repair work, and I think an innovative idea like that just
makes sense for an artist like him. While Glen has the tools
and the set-up to do just about anything, what he’d really
like to do is help people finish their motorcycle projects.
Maybe you bought a kit, got into it and found out it was
more difficult to build a bike than you thought. Maybe you
bought some apes and figured it may be too hard after all
to put them on your bike, pretty gosh darn hard from what
I’ve read about it.
If you have a motorcycle problem that you need some help
overcoming, Glen is your man—and he’ll come to your
location to do it! If you have an idea for a custom part to be
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Upcoming Events
May
5th - 7th AHDRA and Gypsy Rendezvous Friday events at Dales, Surdyke and Gateway to the West Harley Davidson
dealerships drag racing Saturday and Sunday at Gateway International and the gypsy Rendezvous Ride on Sunday this will be a
fun weekend. Visit the participating dealers for more info
6th Hot Bike of Quincy Open House all day event at Hot Bike of Quincy live music, tattoos raw power sootout and more contact
Hot Bike of Quincy for details.
6th Shriner Poker Run sign up from 9 to 1 PM at TNT Harley Davidson in Quincy, IL
6th Car/Bike Show on the Strip Lake of the Ozarks, MO
6th - 7th Hogdaddys Bike Expo and Swap Meet 10am-4pm daily at the John A. Arnold Arena, Union County Fairgrounds,
Sturgis, KY. Two days of custom bike builders from the Midwest, Parts, Vendors, and more! For more info contact Phil at 1(270)
333-9807 or hogdaddysbikeexpo@hotmail.com or Visit website at www.hogrock.com/expo.htm
6th 4th Annual Springfield Missouri Spring Fling Motorcycle Show at The Summers at the River Sports Complex & Grill.
2126 N. Fox Hollow Dr. E. Nixa Missouri. 417-724-2447 Large Vendor Area, Spaces Available. Full Bar and Grill, Live Music,
Friday Night Set, Pre Show Party. Sponsored by 104.7 The Cave Timeless Rock For all the Information call Rick at Ozark Mountain
Motorcycle 417-833-2282 or Hap at Majestic Tattoo 417-864-5585.
6th Bike Show at Yeager Harley Davidson 10 to 3 sponsored by Central MO HOG and Yeager’s Harley Davidson Sedalia, MO
6th 4th Annual Motorcycle Show and Swap Meet gates open at 10 at Bogart’s in Jacksonville, IL call (217) 245-5757 for info
6th First Annual RRJ Chapter 9 Poker Run sign up at Bethesda Baptist Church 4700 Central School Rd St Peters, MO at 10 6th
Saturday Night Special starts at Doc’s Harley Davidson St Louis ride from 12:30 to 7 PM and then a fun evening call Dave (314)
630-8815 for info.
6th Pro-Pre Season Opener Bike Race at LA Raceway 12 mi west of Sedalia, MO on Hwy Y gates open at 3 races at 6
7th 6th Annual Vets and Friends Poker Run starts at L & D Patio, McClure, IL at 9:00 AM end at the Cape Girardeau, MO
Veterans Home, Blessing of the Bikes at 12:30 auction and bike show at 2.
7th St Charles HOG Marble Ride sign up at 3830 Clay St Charles, MO from 10 to 11:30
7th Kruise’n for Kids Poker Run sign in 10:30 @the Fountain Inn nice ride for a good cause
7th Adam Valentine Memorial Poker Run signup from 10:30 to noon at Heartland Thunder on Illinois St in Belleville
13th 100 Miles for Arthritis Ferry-to-Ferry Ride Registration begins at 11:00 am, Party begins at 4:00 pm. For more information,
please visit www.Bike4Arthritis.kintera.org or call (314) 991-9333.
13th Cycle Saints Run for the Son sign up at First Christian Church in Bethalto, IL from 11 to noon
13th 3rd Annual Poker Run for the American Cancer Society Pub and Grill Hwy 67 & W, Farmington MO. 25$ entry includes
meal at last in. 100$ raffle with 10000$ first prize only 300 tickets avaliable.. For More Information contact. 573-701-3940 or email at johnkellymcc@sbcglobal.net. Raffle Tickets avaliable now, need not be present to win.
13th 13th Annual Mayfest Car and Bike Show sign up at Knights of Columbus in Perryville, MO from 9 to noon sponsored by
Hot Rodders Car Club
13th 3rd Annual Srping Fling to Save Babies Ride sign up at TJ’sBar and Grill Hwys 61/67 and Z in Pvely, MO
13th 2nd Annual Habitat for Humanity Poker Run register at Marx Bros on the square in Highland from 11 to 1
13th Belleville HOG Scootin Through the South Poker Run sign up at Frieze HD in Belleville, Il from 11 to 1 PM
14th Midwest Cafe Racing Association Track Day at Gateway International Raceway gate fee is $5 visit www.mcraracing.com
for info
18th - 20th Branson Motorcycle Rally in Branson, MO call 800-342-6230 or visitwww.bransonmotorcyclerally.com for more
info.
20th-21st 25th Anniversay SEMO Run What Ya Brung Field Events second year at great new site but still the same great party
for info call (314) 421-7246
20th A.B.A.T.E. Top Gun at Ted’s Motorcycle World on Humbert in alton, IL from 11 to 3 PM
20th LOMA RIDE TO MAIFEST ride from the Lake of the Ozarks to Hermann, MO for Maifest
20th 3rd Annual Downtown Montgomery City MO Bike Show and BBQ sponsored by the Optimist Club at the First Bank on
Sturgeon St.
20th Women Only Garage Party at Gateway to the West Harley davidson contact the dealership for more info
20th Bike Wash for Bikers for Babies 10 to 3 at A and S Transmission Repair 315 Taylor Rd Hazelwood, MO
21st Kindred Poker Run sign up at the Cellar Room on Broadway in Alton, IL from noon to 2
21st Show Your Stuff Bike Expo at Jack’s Iron Horse on St Charles Rock Rd see what some of the area best builders have for you
27th Skyriders 10th Anniversary Party at the clubhouse in Livingston, IL from 7 to ???
27th Tammy Welch Memorial Ride leaves from Dale’s Harley Davidson Mt. Vernon, IL contact dealership for more info

We also remind you to visit our website www.thebikinglife.com for event updates
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Another Big Show for Magazine
A couple of months have passed and I have been
remiss in not telling you about the Wentzville Wide
Open Magazine Bike Show. Sure it is put on by
another publication, but that isn’t the reason.
Actually there are several reasons including not
having pics ready one month and just missing the
deadline another month. Now there is just so much
going on that the temptation is there, but how could
I face you if I ignored one of the largest, if not the
largest, motorcycle events to take place in the area.
This year’s show was even bigger than last year’s
when it about blew the sides out of the Wentzville
Crossing buildings. The organizers, after seeing the
success of their first show, rented even more of the
space available and filled it with an awesome array
of vendors along with many more show entrants
than the previous year. Though this event took place
on the same weekend as several other big events
including Mardi Gras, flocks of the region’s
motorcycle enthusiasts came out to see what the bike
builders and vendors had to show them.
There were nationally known builders like Kim
Sutter, and builders who should be nationally known
like Larry Curik. Many of the top local builders
were represented too, Cutting Edge Cycles,

Chariots of Fire and Rock Hard Customs from
Jacksonville, IL. It was very nice to see many of the
shops that are represented in this magazine take
home the hardware at the show. Shops like the
aforementioned Rock Hard Customs, J.D. Kudart
of Custom Motorcycle Creations and Fred
Zumwalt of Cathouse Choppers. And also friends
of ours like Mike from Watson’s Wheels of
Madness in Alton and the brothers from Pyrotec
just up the street from Watson’s in Alton.
There was a room dedicated mainly to clubs and we
saw a lot of friends there. The Pure Evil folks were
set up right around the corner from us once again
showing off their fantastic line of clothing. Visit
their web site if you missed them at the show. There
were also several leather vendors showing off some
of their latest fashions like Dan and Karen from
Black Jack Leather and our new friend Pam from
the Dutchmen.
There were so many out of this world and also a lot
of old school bikes entered in this show. We can
only show a few of them here, but I promise you
there were many others that deserved to be here as
well. I am certainly glad it wasn’t my responsibility
to be a judge at this event ‘cause the vast numbers of
rolling art entered would surely have driven me
crazy when trying to pick a winner.
continued on pg 34
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Once again this year’s event was a huge success and
Wide Open made a very substantial donation to help
“Ride” which is more recognizable by its prior
name, Bikers for Babies. That brings up several
other things. One of course is our congratulations to
Patty Bush and Adam for the recognition of their
efforts on behalf of the March of Dimes. All of us
who ride in this area know how generous Patty is. I
don’t believe she has ever met a charity she didn’t
fully embrace. We also want to recognize the many
March of Dimes volunteers who collected money,
stamped hands, watched the doors and helped out in
whatever ways necessary. They are also heroes who
gave unselfishly of their time to help the March of
Dimes and to make this event the unrivaled success
it was. I am already looking forward to next year’s
show; I know it will be even bigger and better than
this year’s was.

Chariots of Fire Builds a Hot Bike
Remember the first day of class in high school? That
awkward moment when the teacher looks directly at you
and asks you to stand up and tell the class a little bit about
yourself? Welcome to my moment…handed to me
because…well…I can type.
A few months back, Jim wandered into our shop, and
apparently he thought it was pretty cool. Either that, or he
had such a great time shootin’ the breeze with the folks
behind the counter that he decided to get the word out so
others could stop by and hang out too. Whatever the case,
we sure enjoyed his company and are pretty tickled that he
gave us a little space to brag for a bit!
The owners of Chariots of Fire Customs, LLC—Jan and
Reine Knobbe—dreamed for years of their own cycle shop.
As attention-getting as a “Dykes with Bikes” shop could
have been [not that there’s anything wrong with that—ed.],
that’s not the case here…we’re definitely talking husband
and wife. (Think you’re tough? Try growing up as a dude
with a name like Jan!) Last March, that dream became a
reality. In opening Chariots of Fire Customs, LLC, Jan
brought with him 27 years of both mechanical and custom
bike building experience. With all those years under his
belt, Jan can get your bike running whether it’s American
or metric.

Since opening last March, Chariots of Fire has been actively
involved in community and charity endeavors, as well as a
few fun events for those of us immersed in the biker world.
During the good weather months, we host Thursday night
dinner rides. It’s a great chance to get together with other
bikers for good meals, good rides, and good company.
Whether you’ve been riding for years or only a month,
you’re welcome to come along.
In addition to carrying a decent supply of parts to maintain
your ride, we also are dealers for a host of vendors such as
Drag Specialties, Parts Unlimited, Kuryakyn, Mustang
Seats, Barney’s Leather, Bassini Pipes, Paul Yaffee
Originals, Power Commander, and the list goes on….
Recently we acquired Harley-Davidson Dealer Pricing
Status, which means we can now get Harley products at
lower cost and pass those savings on to you. In short: you
need it, we can get it! Not only that, typically we can get it
to you at a significantly lower cost than the big guys out
there.
If you’re tired of being treated like just another customer,
stop by and check us out. While you’re at it, be sure to
check out the project bike! Or take a look at
www.chariotsoffirecustoms.com to see pictures and learn
more about us!
The following are the specifications of the project bike:

General:
Owner: Jan Allen Knobbe
Year: 2006
Shop Name: Chariots of Fire Customs, LLC
Shop Phone: (636) 356-9015
Web Site: www.chariotsoffirecustoms.com
Engine:
Year/Size: 2006/113 cubic inch
Carburetor: S&S type G
Type: El Brutos
Air Cleaner: S&S
Ignition: Crane HI-4

.

Exhaust: Santee (LAF)
Heads: Ultima
Cam: 625 intake/580 exhaust
Transmission:
Builder/Year/Type: TrikShift/2006/6-speed hydraulic
BDL
Primary Drive: BDL 3”
Frame:
Year/Type: 2006/Revenge Cycle Chopper
Rake: 40°
Swing Arm: Yes
Stretch: 6” up (down tube)/6” out (backbone)
Suspension:
Front Suspension: Pro One
Modifications: 10” overstock
Triple Trees: 0° rake
Rear Suspension: Platinum Air Ride
Wheels/Tires/Brakes
Type: Revenge
Type: Revenge
Tire Make: Avon 90/90 x 21
Tire Make: Avon 300/35-18
Front & Rear Calipers: Wilwood (GP310)
Front & Rear Rotors: Polished Revenge
Finish/Paint:
Color: Purple
Powder Coat: Powder Coat
Painter: Doug’s Creations
Graphics: Doug’s Creations
Accessories:
Seat: Chopper Chair Seats
Headlight: Headwinds
Handlebars: Red Neck Engineering
Taillight: HiTech
Hand Controls: RDI Brake/Clutch Master Cylinder

Clutch:
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Getting Back on the (Iron) Horse
by Cathie D.
I sat in my driveway on my bike (Stella), engine
running in neutral, looking down the 100 feet of
gravel that led to my street. About 20 minutes must
have gone by as I repeated to myself, “Just drop it in
gear, Just drop it in gear.” This is something I had
done unconsciously countless times before, but this
time I had to talk myself through: “Just drop it in
gear.” Finally, with the clunk of the bike dropping
into gear, off I went. As I rode past neighbors in
their yards, they looked at me strangely. Maybe it
was because sounds of joy were coming from me so
loudly—sounds I didn’t know I was capable of
making. By the time I hit fourth gear, I do believe
there were tears of joy blowing off my cheeks.
This all happened just one week short of a year since
I had last been on Stella. It was the longest she had
sat unused since I had her. It was one week short of
a year from June 21, 2003—the day of the accident
that took off my right leg just below the knee,
compound fractured both arms (they now have metal
plates in them), fractured my pelvis, and broke my
right femur in three pieces. Okay, so maybe it wasn’t
just the sounds of joy coming from me that made my
neighbors look at me so strangely.
Now, at this point I have to tell you that when the
doctor handed me my fake leg for the first time, I
thought since I would be spending a lot of
personally intimate time alone with this thing, I
should name her. I named her Emma, because I

would say, “I Em-ma gonna make it!” Still, believe
me there were days when I wondered, “Am I going
to make it?”
I rode a few times up and down my street to get the
feel of Stella (since she also had some new body
parts from the wreck), and then I hit the highway.
Going through the gears and hitting 70 mph was a
feeling I can’t put into words. Since I have, in my
lifetime, done my fair share of mind-altering drugs
and am a woman who enjoys a drink now and then, I
can tell you that the high I felt as Stella, Emma, and
I headed north on Highway 61 was total euphoria. It
was better then any chemically enhanced high I’d
ever experienced. Yippee! What a feeling of
accomplishment! I wish everyone could feel that
without having to go through the dismemberment
part.
June 21, 2003
The day of the ride, a beautiful Saturday morning,
was to be the beginning of a new life for me. My
marriage of 27 years was coming to a sad end after
an emotionally draining 18-month separation, and it
was time to make a new life and move on. As I was
leaving my house, my soon-to-be Ex called to play
one last head game with me. I told him that I was
going on with my life; that I was young, healthy, and
had two legs; and that the next time I saw him we’d
be divorced. Looking back, I wonder why I made
that statement about two legs—was it a
premonition?

Iron Hog has great financing
plans available regardless of
history. We also offer the
Midwest’s Best prices on ‘06
Harleys, there is a two year
warranty on all new cus-

toms and Harleys. We
have bikes available as
low as $2,000, EVOs,
Pans, Shovels & Ironhead

Free bike pickup and delivery, we will
get your bike bring it to the shop and
service it, detail it and drop it off for no
extra charge

Remember we are your Custom
Connection and Harley-Davidson
Hook-up

My friend Linn (who had been riding her own bike
since the late 1960s) came by my house about 7:00
AM. Linn had her 16-year-old grandson (the only
male on the ride) behind her on her brand new 2003
Road King. We were going to meet up with a group
of women riders and friends who have an annual
girls’ weekend out. Linn and I had rode together
many times, but never with this group of gals. We
had picked Springfield, Missouri, as the final
destination for the ride. Linn was moving to Branson
to open a bike repair/sales shop, so her hubby was
going to hook up with us in Springfield and pick up
the grandson. We headed off on the 25-mile ride to
meet the rest of the gals. From our meeting point we
hit the highway, all 16 of us—10 on bikes and six
others in two vehicles that followed behind. I like to
ride toward the back of a group (an old habit from
when I rode my trike), so I was second to last. We
rode about 25 miles on the Interstate and then got
off on a two-lane back road for a more scenic route.
About an hour and a half into the ride, we stopped
for gas. The weather was warming up, so the caps
and leathers came off. As we were getting ready to
roll again, my friend asked if I would change
positions with her because she had stock pipes on
her bike and she didn’t like the sound of the pipes
on the gal’s bike in front of her. My pipes are very
loud, so I said “Sure.” Now I was riding on the
outside, third from the last.
This group of gals liked to ride in a staggered
formation. We couldn’t have asked for a more
beautiful day to ride, and I was thoroughly enjoying
it. As we passed through all the little towns, I
noticed a town called Gerald. That brought a smile
to my face: Gerald was the first name of a dear
friend who had hand-built my trike and loved to
ride. Gerald passed away years ago, but I thought of
him (as I often do when I’m riding) and felt he was
riding along with me. Suddenly, a bird flew into my
chest and knocked the wind out of me. “Wow, that
was weird,” I thought as I rode on, trying to catch
my breath. In hindsight I should have pulled off the
road then—it was a warning sign. However, we
continued the ride and a few miles up the road we
found ourselves in the middle of a long group of
winding, twisting turns: right, left, right, left. The
gal in front of me was struggling to find her gear in
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the turns, and I remember thinking, “Oh man, she’s gonna go down.” That’s the last thing I remember until I
was laying on the side of the road in some damn tall weeds.
Now, here’s what I am told happened. In the turn, when I was watching her and thinking I was going to have
to go around her when she went down to keep from running over her, she went wide in the turn and I
followed right along behind her over the yellow line. (Oh damn, I just got goose bumps typing that.) As we
both crossed the line (still in staggered formation) in the turn, a pickup truck was coming the other way. He
went toward the shoulder to avoid the gal in front of me, and then here I came. The two gals behind me tell
me that I was trying to get around in front of him by giving the bike gas and also heading toward the
shoulder on the other side of the road. The truck driver pulled back toward the center to try to miss me, and
that’s when it happened. He hit me on the right side, and my air filter, along with my leg, blew up…gone.
According to everyone behind me, I did a handspring off the hood of that poor man’s truck. That was how I
compound fractured both my arms: must have been trying to stop the truck with my hands. I wouldn’t
recommend that to anyone. They tell me it was as though I was flying through the air, over to those damn
tall weeds. (On top of everything else, I got a rash all over my body from those itchy things.) Linn had to
lay her bike down for fear of the truck hitting her or her hitting the truck.
Thank God, some of the women on the ride had just completed the Motorcycle Accident Management
course, and they put all they learned into work. Peggy stayed by my side and kept me still. I remember
telling her to cut off my boot because it was burning and my foot must be broke. Little did I know at the
time that my foot was detached from me up the hill, still in my boot. The way I was laying, it appeared that
my leg was just bent back up under me; my jeans were acting as a tourniquet, so there was no blood
pumping from my now traumatically amputated leg and severed arteries.
Okay, enough of the gory stuff. You get the picture—I was f***ed up. Still, there were a number of
blessings that I am truly thankful for:
•
•
•
•

All the strong women there took charge of the scene and kept their cool.
No one else was hurt, although Linn and her grandson had some road rash.
An EMT who was on her way out of town had passed us minutes earlier. She had forgotten something
and had to turn around to go back home. That put her at the scene minutes after the crash. (She found
my foot.)
I was conscious enough as I lay in the tall weeds to talk to Peggy. That kept me calm. I can still hear her
to this day. “Don’t leave me, Cathie, don’t leave me,” she said to me as I slipped in and out of
consciousness. She laughed at me as I held up my mangled arms and said, “Oh, this doesn’t look good, I
broke my damn arm again.” I tried to tell Peggy that she and the rest of the group should just continue
on once the ambulance picked me up. They really couldn’t do much for me after that. She told me I was
crazy. I feel a deep sorrow for the emotional pain my accident must have caused those women.

The fact that I didn’t sustain any neck or back injuries was a miracle in itself. My only internal injury was a
lacerated liver, which healed. Head injuries or brain damage would have been hard to detect, since some
would argue that I had a damaged brain before the crash. So, I suppose that was another blessing.
I had to be evacuated by helicopter to a hospital about 70 miles away, which just happened to be the best
hospital I could be at for my injuries. My hospital stay wasn’t as long as that of most traumatic amputees
since I had been in good health previously and had no internal injuries. However, since both arms would be
out of service, my pelvis was fractured, and I was missing most of my right leg, the doctors wanted to send
me to a nursing/rehabilitation center. “Oh my God, no way,” I screamed, “There has to be another way.” For
as long as I live, I will never be able to repay my sisters for the sacrifices they all made to take care of me a

S & J Main Street Bar and Grill
603 N Main St, Columbia, IL 62236
(618) 281 - 8997
Bike Night on Wednesdays $1.25 Longnecks

Fri ALL U CAN EAT WALLEYE $7.95
Sis and Jerry - Owners
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t my home.
Recovery was a very humbling experience. I had to
count on others for everything. I was completely at
the mercy of my sisters. Now, you know, it crossed
my mind several times that “Damn, now would be a
perfect time for them to pay me back for all the
sibling rivalry crap we went through growing up.”
God bless them for being there and making me laugh
so much. I truly believe that my recovery would
have been a lot longer if I hadn’t been in my own
home, surrounded by so many people who loved me.
Life for me would never be as it was before.
Everything now had to be done in a different way,
but I believed then and still do that, with time and
practice, I can do it all again…just differently.
Coming from a middle-class, blue-collar, union,
strong family was what made me what I am today. I
remember my first ride on a motorcycle as if it were
yesterday. I must have been about 6 or 7 years old.
Our neighbor had an old Indian, and I thought it was
the coolest thing I had ever seen. One day he took
turns giving my sisters and I rides around the
neighborhood. I was the third daughter of four, and
it seemed like hours went by as I anxiously waited
for my turn. Since I was so small, I had to ride in
front of him up on the tank. I said, “Okay, just take
me for a ride please!”
We had only gone a block when we skidded on loose
gravel in the road and went down in a right turn. My
mom was there in a flash, worried that I was hurt.
The bike was okay, but I had a little road rash—no
big deal for a kid. Mom insisted that I not get back
on the bike. This was one of the few times in my life
I can remember defying my mom without severe
consequences. I started throwing what can only be
described as a temper tantrum. Crying and
screaming, “My ride wasn’t over, My ride wasn’t
over.” After all, my sisters had gotten at least a 30minute ride. My ride couldn’t be over just because
of a little fall. Mom let me get back on the bike, and
that was the beginning of my long love affair for the
feel of the wind in my face.
People have said to me that God must have a

purpose for me. Well, I believe God has a purpose
for all of us. Telling someone who’s just gone
through a near-death experience that there is a
purpose they need to fulfill is a bit overwhelming.
To quote a fellow amputee (also from a motorcycle
accident), “If God has a purpose for me, it better be
an easy one.” The effect this whole thing has had on
everyone around me and how people tell me that it
has been an inspiration to them must be at least part
of the purpose. This has made me a stronger person.
If there is anything I could do over, I don’t know
what it would be. Life is good! Family and friends
should be cherished. Always remember the one you
love may be the one you meet today. My ride isn’t
over!
I would like to express how important it is that when
you are riding in a group, look past the rider in front
of you. In my opinion, it’s safer to ride single file on
two-lane roads. Ride Safe and God Bless.
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Tattoo of the Month

This month’s tattoo can be found on the arm
of a friend of mine, Michael Cross. I’m not
sure but I think Michael still lives in the
Belleville, IL area. As fate would have it I ran
into him just tonight, the night I am building
this issue and he tells me, he has been
trying to send me a picture of his tatto but it
hasn’t been going through. I gave him another email address and bam it came
through. This tatto is a tribute to Michael’s
two daughters and was done by Trevour
Collis from Iron Age Tattoos in the University City Loop. There is a lot of detail and
the colors are vibrant. It is no wonder
Michael takes such pride in his ink as well
as his daughters.
Do you have a cool tattoo? If you think so
send us a pic maybe you’ll see it here.

