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Letter from the Publisher
Greetings to you our dedicated readers, I hope you have had the 
opportunity to get out and enjoy some riding this summer. We strive 
to provide you with the best possible magazine every month and 
have a good mix of stories along with the advertisements. Speaking 
of advertisements I ask you on again to support our advertisers and 
let them know you saw their ad in The Biking Life. You can tell that 
summer is here. The temps are high and there is lots of humidity. 
Plus unlike most years I’ve probably been rained on more this year 
than I have in quite some time. Thank goodness we got those Frog 
Togz at Niehaus Cycle Sales a couple of years ago. They are really 
nice and light weight. I am not sure how but it seems like I’ve been 
riding a little more this year then I have in recent years.

We are entering July the month in which our nation celebrates the 
winning of it’s independence from Great Britain. Yes it was won with 
the blood, courage and determination of those who came before us. 
These were members of a true ARMY, much like I was a member of 
a true ARMY. Have you ever noticed how in sports and other areas 
people invoke military images and language to describe their group, 
the tasks they face or what they have accomplished? I believe that 
demeans those that have truly participated in the military and made 
great sacrifices for the benefit of others. I have also witnessed people 
who have done no more than maybe buy a ribbon to show support 
of our troops attack well meaning individuals that have dedicated a 
portion of their life to veteran’s and current service members causes. 
Of course these people had no agenda of their own they were trying 
to advance and the fact hat their attacks had little or no basis in fact 
didn’t bother them either..

There are some things we are truly looking forward to during the 
balance of the summer. One of those is the upcoming Midwest 
Motorcycle Swap Meet. This will be at Cadillac Jack’s on the St 
Charles Rock Rd on July 25. This is our second event here and we 
are once again offering free admission. We do this to give back 
to you folks that have supported us so loyally. The vendors are 
lining up to be here and this will be a great opportunity to see the 
improvements going on at Cadillac Jack’s, plus make that last minute 
purchase before heading to Sturgis. On July 18, we are teaming with 
the Pevely, MO Flea Market o put on a bike show. There will be 
trophies in 9 classes and Best of Show will walk away with a cash 
prize. The entry fee is very reasonable and what a great opportunity 
to see how your bike stacks up against some of the area’s finest.

The last event we are truly pumped about is our Seventh Anniversary 
Party. It seems hard to believe but more than 7 years ago I started 
this publication. I looked into franchises but if I was going to have 
my own business I did not want anyone else determining what I 
could and could not do. Anyway the party is going to be on August 
15. We will once again have Missouri and Illinois starting points but 
I think we are going to do something a little different and have the 
two rides join up soon after the start. This year the proceeds from 
the poker run are going to be donated to the Hartbauer/McBride 
Foundation, that way we all be Bikers Helpng Bikers. I look 
forward to seeing many of you here. Oh there will be free wings 
and live music by HUSH at the end.

Whatever you choose to do or to ride I hope that you enjoy the 
experience. I also invite you to join our group on Facebook ‘The 
Biking Life Riders’ we get together once a month and do a ride to 
benefit no one other than ourselves and have some fun. Thanks for 
reading and as always thanks for making us part of your biking 
life.
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Hard Tail Humor

AFTER BEING MARRIED FOR 44 YEARS, I TOOK 
A CAREFUL LOOK AT MY WIFE ONE DAY AND 
SAID, ‘HONEY, 44 YEARS AGO WE HAD A CHEAP 
APARTMENT, A CHEAP CAR, SLEPT ON A SOFA BED 
AND WATCHED A 10-INCH BLACK AND WHITE TV, 
BUT I GOT TO SLEEP EVERY NIGHT WITH A HOT 
21-YEAR-OLD CHICK. 
  
NOW I HAVE A TWO MILLION DOLLAR HOME, A 
$60,000 CAR, A KING SIZE BED AND A 65 INCH 
PLASMA SCREEN TV, BUT I’M SLEEPING WITH 
A 65-YEAR-OLD WOMAN. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT 
YOU’RE NOT HOLDING UP YOUR SIDE OF THINGS.’ 
  
MY WIFE IS A VERY REASONABLE WOMAN.   
SHE TOLD ME TO GO OUT AND FIND A HOT 21-YEAR-
OLD CHICK, AND SHE WOULD MAKE SURE THAT 
I WOULD ONCE AGAIN BE LIVING IN A CHEAP 
APARTMENT, DRIVING A CHEAP CAR, SLEEPING ON 
A SOFA BED AND WATCHING A 10-INCH BLACK AND 
WHITE TV. 
 
AREN’T OLDER WOMEN GREAT? THEY REALLY 
KNOW HOW TO SOLVE YOUR MID- LIFE CRISES!
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Reflections
 What are we doing here? Have you ever asked 
yourself that? I’ve been asking it a lot lately.  In the past 
two years several of our family members have passed away, 
but also we have lost some really good friends:  Lonnie 
Stallman and Curt Meyers.  Lonnie and I had talked on the 
phone several times about a bike show and two months later 
I was attending his funeral.  Curt Meyers died this past June 
of Lou Gehrig’s disease.  My buddy, Bud Metzler, is in the 
hospital with leukemia right now, fighting for his life - just 
three weeks ago he was in Alabama fishing.  Lonnie, Curt 
and Bud are in their fifties or sixties.  Still young men in 
my eyes!  Walking around Make a Wish car show in June, 
I talked to people whose children and grandchildren were 
very ill.  Life does not discriminate against anyone:  illness 
affects the young and old – Christian and non-Christian.  It 
also makes me wonder if I’m doing what God wants me to 
do with my life.
 I was raised in Sunday School and believe we were 
all created by God to praise Him and serve Him.  I know 
He watches over me in everything I do, but I also know 
that I am not safe from illness, hurts, and consequences for 
the decisions I make.  I pray every day for God’s protection 
and wisdom.  I try to make the very best decisions for me, 
my family, my marriage and what God wants me to do.  At 
these times in my life I refer back to the Bible and one of 
my favorite scriptures is Isaiah 40: 28-31.  (You probably 
know part of it.) “Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  
The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends 
of the earth.  He will not grow tired or weary, and his 

understanding no one can fathom.  He gives strength to the 
weary and increases the power of the weak.  Even youths 
grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 
but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, and they will walk and not be faint.”

I know that as I rely on the promises of God, He 
will be with me as I need His strength.  I know that when 
I make mistakes, little ones and big ones, He is faithful to 
forgive me when I ask and welcomes me back into a close 
relationship when I return to Him and his wishes.  As a 
parent there are times when our children disappoint us; it’s 
the same with us and our heavenly father.  We would never 
disown our children and God will never disown us!

If you don’t have a personal friendship with God 
and aren’t sure how to depend on Him as the provider for 
your life, it’s as easy as talking to your very best friend 
who sits next to you.  If you aren’t sure how to begin this 
friendship, ask any Christian biker at your next event, 
contact one of the following people, or call me.   The CMA 
Missouri State Coordinator is Kathi (and Bill) Crawford, 
573-736-2543, kathi_crawford@hotmail.com , and the 
Illinois State Coordinator is Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-
8938, vdBrown77@aol.com.  For more information about 
CMA, you can contact either of the above or call me at 
314-434-2282 or e-mail me at h2osjk@prodigy.net.  
Jim and Kathy Waters 
Good News Riders
Christian Motorcyclists Association
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Holler for Hawg Holler
By Trish Riney

The first rally we attended this year was Hawg 
Holler in Atwood, Tennessee. As usual, they did 
not disappoint. Attendance was low but that didn’t 
stop the fun. We pulled in on Friday afternoon and 
there were already plenty of ralliers there starting the 
festivities. It’s nice when you go back to an event that 
you haven’t attended for a while. You see plenty of 
familiar faces.
The first face we saw was Gus, proprietor of Gus’ 
Grill. What can I say about his food except that I bow 
before Gus the God of Gyros! Gus’ Grill is always 
that port in a drunken storm. You know after many 
hours of drinking and partying, you have to get your 
grub on, well go to Gus, he’s open late and the food 
is fantastic.

We bumped into quite a few people that we knew, 
John and Lynn from Bandana, Kentucky and Weldon 
from Paragould, Arkansas. Weldon kicks butt when it 
comes to the bike events. He comes alone but manages 
to find some poor unsuspecting partner for the weenie 
bite and other games. Occasionally he gets lucky and 
gets a set of boobs to the back of the head.

They had twice as many vendors as they have had 
in the past. The rows of vendors encircled the entire 
commons area. There was just about anything a biker 
could want from clothing to tattoos and piercings 
to LED lights for your bike. When you go to Hawg 
Holler, you always have to save room to pack home 
all the fabulous bargains you will find there.
The evenings were filled with wet T-shirt contests and 
plenty of music. The band Bad Earth, featuring Lori 
Huff,  is a staple at Hawg Holler. She rocks the house 
for hours. She covers many popular hits, new and 
old. She really knows what hardcore partiers want to 
hear.

And what would Hawg Holler be without the Weasels? 
A shout out goes to the Weasels for their generosity 
with their tequila. Thanks for the invite to Weasel 
Land guys. After the main stage closes for the night, 
there are portable night clubs that pop-up through 
out the campground. We camped near one that had 
a party patio, a sound system and a dance floor. It 
rocked until about 3 a.m.
If you are into bike rallies, your rally experience 
wouldn’t be complete without a trip to Hawg Holler. 
They have another rally this fall. Check it out!
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Beer Bikes Bonfires
Fridays 1.50 Domestic LNs

Saturday July 31
Jonny Bosick 60th Birthday Party
starting at 6:00 Scott Miller Band 
starts at 7:00-Food, Music and 

Fun
 1310 Dutch Hollow Rd.

Belleville, IL

'Please call us for your Poker Rides'



Cheers, To A Cause Worth Caring About
By the Mowhawk Man

On a typical Saturday this last June I had the oppor-
tunity to be apart of an event in the Chicago suburbs 
at the Kendall Co. fairgrounds in Yorkville, Illinois. 
Like most events I go to this was biker theme and had 
the makings of a mammoth turnout if not for the unfa-
vorable weather that was to be dealt with most of the 
day.
Every aspect of this event was so thought out you 
couldn’t help but wonder if the people putting it to-
gether where really volunteers or some sort of golden 
globe veterans staff off on vacation, and decided to 
make good use of their time. By this point you prob-
ably are thinking we get the idea, so what’s the event, 
and I will gladly reply “The Green Ribbon Rally”.
This ride and event was started eight years ago and has 
grown each year despite the weather that just wont hop 
on board for the ride. The funds raised from this most 
deserving event go to benefit the Walter Payton Liver 
Center at the University of Illinois Medical Center and 
the Jesse Brown Chicago VA Medical Center.
The Jesse Brown Chicago VA Medical Center, which 
includes a 188-bed acute care facility on Chicago’s 
West Side and four community-based outpatient clin-
ics. The center’s mission is to honor America’s veter-
ans by providing exceptional care that improves their 
health and well-being. The Jesse Brown Chicago VA 
Medical Center provides care to approximately 62,000 
veterans who reside in Chicago and suburban Cook 
County and in six counties in northwestern Indiana. 
The University of Illinois Medical Center has been 
home to the Walter Payton Liver Center, a compre-
hensive liverdisease treatment and research program 
named in honor of legendary Chicago Bear running 
back Walter Payton, who died of liver cancer in 1999. 

The center has set a goal of finding a cure for liver 
cancer by 2020.
With two causes of such great calibers its no wonder 
they raised over $50,000.00 in just 2009 alone, and this 
year crap weather and all the biking community still 
showed their support and came to ride rain or shine. 
Another aspect that impressed me was the sponsors 

five of which were Harley Davidson dealers! They in-
cluded Illinois Harley Davidson, Zylstra Harley David-
son, Conrad’s Harley Davidson, Chicago’s City Limits 
Harley Davidson, and Wild Fire Harley Davidson. 
As most events this one had entertainment with the 
stars brighter then ever as George Wendt also know as 
Norm from the hit series Cheers peruses the crowds, 
not to mention biker favorite The Almost Brothers 
Band followed up by magic for the little ones, and of 
course yours truly who emceed the festivities. If your 
looking for a new event that not only challenges one 
cause but champions two I would encourage you to 
checkout their web site and mark your calendars for 
next years event as I think we all can make a toast to 
that.
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continued on page 16

Springfield Swap Meet Rocks
by Al ‘Slow Talker’ Wilson

On Sunday April 25, 2010 Midwest Motorcycle Swap 
Meets once again took their show on the road. This time 
our destination was Springfield, IL, more specifically 
the Orr Building on the Illinois State Fairgrounds. I had 
friends tell me that Springfield deserved a swap meet 
like the ones we put on. I truly appreciated this because 
many have suggestions for locations but finding suitable 
facilities can prove difficult. The Orr Building was far and 
away the biggest building we had utilized thus far. And we 
were able to fill it up almost entirely we had some vendors 
that didn’t show but that is to be expected it happens to 
everyone. Not only was this a huge facility, but it was 
also very nice. My compliments to the State of Illinois for 
having such a nice facility.

While we are tipping our caps, I give a big A plus to the way 
law enforcement officials in Springfield reacted or perhaps 
more precisely didn’t overreact. As you know some local 
law enforcement agencies overreacted in a big way prior 
to and during our first swap meet in Collinsville, IL. To 
remind you that was the one where law abiding citizens al 
had sniper rifles trained on them when they entered and left 
the building and the had a Homeland Security Van across 
the street. This was for a group made up of predominately 
veterans that had fought and served so that we can enjoy 
the freedoms we do today. If you do not believe me check 
out the demographics of the motorcycle community and 
you will find what I say is true.

Since then we have had three more swap meets. One 
outdoors in Bridgeton, MO, where no tax payer money 
was wasted and there were no issues. Another in Hannibal, 
MO where no tax payer money was wasted and there were 
no issues and now another in Springfield, IL where no tax 
payer money was wasted and there were no issues. I have 
contacted the authorities in Collinsville where I was told 

if I wanted to hire several police officers and then allow 
no patch holders that I could hold a swap meet again. 
This amazes me because for years ABATE held one in the 
Collinsville Convention center where all were welcome. 
Not really sure what changed but something did and tax 
payer money was wasted. But I digress.

The building was great and this was our most ambitious 
event yet. In addition to the great swap meets which have 
become a staple of our shows. This time we also included 
a bike show and brought our friends from STL the band 
HUSH to keep us entertained. We had setup on Saturday 
afternoon and by 9:00 PM we had most of the major vendors 
set up that left only a few for us to arrange on Sunday 
morning. A big thanks goes out here to our friends Joe, 
Charlene, Dave, Shelley, Rob, Branda, Mark and Trish all 
of whom did an excellent job in helping us get the vendors 
set up and taking money on Sunday. Did I mention that 
all week long the weatherman had been predicting rain? 
Unfortunately this time they were not wrong, in fact there 
were huge storms all around us on Saturday. I kept my 
fingers crossed and hoped for no rain on Sunday.

My hoping did not do me a lot of good. Sunday was a very 
rainy day so there were not too many bikes in the ride in 
bike show and no doubt it probably held the crowds done 
some. But not much, now it didn’t look quite as crowded 
as Hannibal had; and Hannibal was packed shoulder to 
shoulder. However the venue was three times as large as 
was the site in Hannibal. So while we had similar numbers 
it looked a little different. The same is true of the number 
of vendors we had more vendors and in talking to them 
afterwards most were very happy and are looking forward 
to our next event. There were others that were not as happy 
but you know what that happens in business some time. I 
felt bad for the band because while they put on their usual 
excellent show, the building was in essence a large echo 
chamber. 

We made a lot of new friends in Springfield and have had 
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many very positive comments since the event. In fact we 
are already planning a date for next year. Watch our pages 
to find out when it will be. As with every event I’ve done 
I’ve learned lessons. One is about having some folks pay 
up front, another are better ways to promote the events. 
Once again because this is a Midwest Motorcycle Swap 
Meet event in conjunction with The Biking Life, this event 
was open to all as long as they left their attitudes at home. 
Once again all vendors and attendees respected each other 
and all was chilly. 

All in all it was another successful event in addition to the 
other folks I thanked earlier I also owe a big thank you 
to the Mowhawk Man for his help in emceeing. I am not 
sure why some are so jealous of our friendship but they 
are. Alright if you are like most of our supporters you are 
saying Jim that is all good but when and where is your 
next meet. Well funny you should ask because our next 
event is going to be on July 25 at Cadillac Jack’s on St 
Charles Rock Road in Bridgeton, MO. This event is once 
aging going to feature free admission for the attendees. 
I do this to pay you back in some small way for the 
support you give me. There will also be music as well as 
vendors and this will give you the perfect opportunity to 
pick up some last minute necessities before heading to 
Sturgis or wherever your next destination is. If you would 
like to be a vendor then please send an email to staff@
midwestmotorcycleswapmeet.com  and we will get 
you and application. Last year we had 1,500 folks show up 
and this year’s promises to be even bigger. One last thing 
coming out to this swap meet will give you a great chance 
to see all the improvements the new owner has made to 
Saint Louis’s number one biker bar.
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Thursday Bike Nights
Geo’s Wings and More

4307 West Main Street
Belleville, Illinois, (618) 233 - 9464

Featuring Domestic Beer Buckets - $10.00
12” Pizza $8.00, Wings for $6.00

Be A Part Of the Areas Biggest Bike Night 
Meet Your Friends Here Every Thursday

Geo’s Is Always A Good Time

We Light Up The Night
Sponsored by your Friends at

The Biking Life
Come out and party with us



Continued on page 20

Supercross Rocks the Ed Again
By John Skala

They say St Louis is a great baseball city, and I won’t 
dispute that point. However, let’s take a look at a few stats 
for this year. April 12 was the Cardinal home opener and 
they sold out the new Busch Stadium, which means they 
had an attendance of 46,861. A few days later on April 
17, the Edward Jones Dome was host to the 14th round 
of the 2010 Monster Energy AMA Supercross season 
with an attendance of 59,882. On Friday evening before 
Supercross, fans of all ages inundated Big St Charles 
Motorsports to get autographs from their favorite Suzuki 
and Kawasaki team riders. There was a constant line for 
over an hour while the riders greeted their fans, took 
pictures and signed autographs. It is obvious that St Louis 
is also a great Supercross city.

When Supercross first came to St Louis in 1996, they 
were riding 125cc two stroke bikes in the junior class and 
250cc two strokes in the premier class. The rules allowed 
for 250cc four strokes to compete with 125cc two strokes 
and 450cc four strokes with the 250 cc two strokes. In 
the early years, you could tell when a few riders started 
switching to the four stroke bikes by the different sound 
of their engines. Today it is all four strokes, mainly from 
the big 4 Japanese brands. Regardless of what engine style 
or brand they were riding, the competitors always give St 
Louis fans a race filled with highflying excitement.

In the fourteen previous years in St Louis, there have only 
been five different winners in the premier Supercross class. 
Chad Reed and Ricky Carmichael have each won four 
times in this class while the three time series champion, 
James Stewart has not yet won a Supercross Main event in 
St Louis. The 2010 season started with the younger riders 
mounting a challenge for the former champions, Reed and 
Stewart. Due to crashes in the early rounds, Stewart was 
out for the season and Reed had just been back for only his 
third round the weekend before coming to St Louis.

By the time they came to town, it turned into a battle of 
the two Ryans: Ryan Dungey and Ryan Villopoto. Dungey 
had won 4 rounds and was leading in the points while 
Villopoto won 7 rounds but was 12 points behind due 
to a mishap in Atlanta where he had a 19th place finish. 
Last season Ryan Dungey won the championship in the 
West Coast division of the Supercross Lites class before 
stepping up to the 450cc bike this year. St Louis is in the 
East Coast division of the Lites class, so this is the first 
time he would be racing in St Louis. Being the last race 
on the East Coast Lites this year, the championship was 
already decided for that class by the time they got to town 
with Christophe Pourcel wining the championship with an 
unbeatable points lead.

Prior to the day’s races, the riders walk the track to 
determine their strategy, pick their lines and check out the 
track conditions. While walking the track with the riders, 
I was surprised by how tacky the dirt was. The St Louis 
dirt has been referred to as ‘Hero’ dirt where the amazing 
traction has allowed riders to get overly aggressive. 
The hundreds of truckloads of dirt that are hauled to the 
stadium each year have a high clay content that makes for 
the great traction and allows the track to be sculpted to 
the designer’s plan. This year the track starts with a long 
straight where 20 riders jockey for position before going 
into a dog-leg turn followed by a 90 degree turn and the 
first of a series of jumps. There the riders determine if they 
will make a long jump over two or three of the hills in 
one jump. Then it is a 180-degree turn into the whoops or 
washboard like smaller hills. The track goes on through a 
number of 180 and 90 degree turns with jumps, tabletop 
sections and a sand section in-between. If you were to look 
straight across where the Rams 50 yard line is, you would 
see six different lanes of traffic as the course wraps back 
and forth across the stadium floor. The riders may get as 
high as 30 feet in the air flying over the various jumps.

After the walk, they have a free practice to test and 
refine their plans before the two qualifying sessions. 
The Lites class had a number of riders from the local 
region among the 53 riders trying for the 40 spots in 
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the evening heat races. It took a lap time of less than one 
minute to make the cut. There were 12 riders in the Lites 
class from Illinois and Missouri that attempted to qualify. 
The following riders qualified and went on to the heat races 
for a shot at the main event race: Drew Yenerich from New 
Lenox, IL, Tyler Mcewen from Quincy, IL, Vince Friese 
from Cape Girardeau, MO, Aaron & Adam Gulley from 
Jonesburg, MO and Jason & Kyle Hussey from Moscow 
Mills, MO.

The practice and qualifying sessions were broken into 
multiple sections for each of the two classes. Between 
practice sessions and the evening races, the riders could 
be found in the paddock area signing autographs. The 
paddock is where the race teams have their support trucks 
along with Supercross supporters and vendors. From noon 
to 6:00 PM, the paddock area is a large pre-race party. 

At 7:00, it was time for the evening show that began 
with a great pyrotechnic and laser light show for rider 
introductions and opening ceremonies.

Unfortunately, the Gulley twins and the majority of the 
bi-state group were eliminated in heat races and only 
Vince Friese and Jason Hussey made it to the Main race 
in the Supercross Lites class. Vince finished in 11th place 
and Jason in 14th. Justin Barcia, Dean Wilson and Brett 
Metcalfe took the top three spots in that order. Being in 
the East Coast division of the Lites class we have been 
fortunate to see a number of rising stars win in this class 
before going on to the Supercross class. In the last 15 Main 
event Lites races in St Louis, only Travis Pastrana has 
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won two. The other winners reads like a Who’s Who of 
Supercross with winners including: Chad Reed, Ricky 
Carmichael, James Stewart, Kevin Windham, Grant 
Langston, Ernesto Fonseca, Davi Millsaps and others.

A couple of times throughout the evening, the team from 
Dirt Wurx, the guys that built the track, brought out 
the heavy equipment to touch-up the track surface.
During an intermission before the Main event races, 

they rolled out the ramps for the Jagermeister freestyle 
motocross exhibition. The Jagermeister team consists of 
Mike Metzger, who is known as the Godfather of freestyle, 
“Cowboy” Kenny Bartram along with Robert Distler and 
Thomas Alves riding KTM motorcycles. They performed a 
stream of non-stop jumps doing most of the usual freestyle 
tricks including the back flip.
This year, in the 450cc Supercross class, Chad Reed 

and Justin Brayton took first in the heat races with Ryan 
Dungey and Ryan Villopoto each taking second in their 
respective heats. I was surprised to see so many fans 
with number 23, Justin Brayton’s number, on their shirts 
cheering him on to victory in his heat. On the web site 
Justin is listed as being from California, but the program 
book shows his hometown as Fort Dodge, Iowa, so this is 
as close to a hometown track as he has on the series and his 
fans showed up in force.

In the first St Louis Supercross Main race in 1996, Jeff 
Emig passed the Supercross King Jeremy McGrath on the 
last turn of the last lap to win the race and give Jeremy his 
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only defeat for the entire season. The 2010 Main race lived 
up to that same fervor with non-stop racing excitement. 
When the starting gate fell, it was a mad dash as everyone 
funneled into the first turn. Nick Wey proved to be the 
fasted to this point and claimed the Spike Holeshot award 
for being the first one through the opening turn. Ryan 
Dungey and Davi Millsaps were right behind in second and 
third respectively. Before the first of the twenty laps were 
over, Dungey had move into first place with a clear track 
ahead of him. On the second lap, Ryan Villopoto worked 
his way up to second and started to close on Dungey. After 
successfully being held off for seven more laps, Villopoto 
attempted a pass in one of the 180 degree turns toward the 
end of the ninth lap and crashed taking both Dungey and 
himself down. Villopoto was able to get back on his bike 
and take the lead, leaving Dungey in third.
With the championship points on the line, both Ryans 

were racing bar to bar giving it all they had. On the 11th 
lap, while in the lead, Villopoto came up short in the last 
three jumps in the rhythm section. While in the air he 
realized he couldn’t land it so, he pushed off the bike and 
came down hard on his own. The medical staff was right 
there and took Villopoto to the on site Asterisk Mobile 
Medical Center that is a complete ER set-up on a specially 
built tractor and trailer rig. The race continued and Ryan 
Dungey finished in first after holding off a charge from 
2008 St Louis winner, Kevin Windham. Third place went 
to Andrew short. 

With a 77 point lead over third place Josh Hill, Dungey 
would have the championship locked up with three races 
remaining if Villopoto was out more than two races. The 
next weekend in Seattle, Dungey only needed a sixth place 
finish to guarantee him the championship if Villopoto 
returned for the last two rounds of the series. The crowd 
did not know the extent of his injury as the race ended, but 
I found out later that Villopoto was transported to a local 
hospital with a broken leg.
Ryan Dungey is only the second rider to win the 

Supercross championship in his rookie year. The other is 
the Supercross career win leader, Jeremy McGrath. Before 
you dismiss Dungey’s championship as a fluke due to Reed 
and Stewart being out most of the season with injuries, 
consider how he started the season. Dungey challenged 
reigning series champion, James Stewart at the very first 
race of the season. Dungey got the holeshot and led the 
race until Stewart finally caught and passed him on the 
17th lap for the win. Dungey took the second spot on the 
podium with veteran Kevin Windham in third.
The St Louis round of Monster Energy AMA Supercross is 

usually in March or April. Check their web site in July or 
August and you should be able to see the schedule for the 
upcoming season. Maybe next year we will get more local 
riders in the Main event races.
www.supercrossonline.com
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Ozark Area Motorcyclists Raise Money 
for the FLW USO

On June 12, over 150 Ozark area motorcyclists and 
leadership from Fort Leonard Wood, gathered at Ozark 
Harley-Davidson, Lebanon, to participate in the 5th Annual 
United Service Organizations (USO) Military Support 
Motorcycle Ride.  The event included a route and safety 
briefing from Brian Black, ride chairman, and a petition for 
safety from the Christian Motorcycle Association. At high 
noon, riders went kick stands up with a police escort from 
local law enforcement officials. 
Riders traveled under partly cloudy skies from Historic Route 
66 in Lebanon to the main gate at Fort Leonard Wood. After 
an impressive showing on the roadways, the entourage of a 
police escort from the Directorate of Emergency Services, 
133 bikes, and the USO of Missouri mobile operations 
vehicle, was greeted by a cordon of cheering soldiers at 
the Fort Leonard Wood USO. In return, motorcycle riders 
exchanged enthusiastic pipe rumblings in support of the 
service members that were on hand.  
Once inside the USO, Maj. Gen. David Quantock, 
Commanding General of the Maneuver Support Center of 
Excellence and Fort Leonard Wood, provided inspirational 
remarks and words of appreciation to the organizations that 
made the ride possible. A check in the amount of $2,535 was 
then presented to Tiffany Hudgell, facility manager, USO 
of Fort Leonard Wood and Pat Tomaszewski, director of 
mobile operations, USO of Missouri.
The ride was sponsored by Ozark area motorcyclists 
including the Ozark Mountain Chapter Harley Owners 
Group®, Lebanon; Freedom of Road Riders (FORR®) Local 
28, Waynesville; FORR Local 7, Lebanon; and the American 
Legion Riders Post 331, St. Robert. Corporate sponsors 
included Friends of the Fort, Phelps for the Fort, Army 
Engineer Association and the Military Police Regimental 
Association.
The USO will use 100 percent of funds raised from the ride 
to support the needs of the troops and to foster troop morale 
at Fort Leonard Wood. 
The USO of Missouri, Inc. is not a government agency. No 
government, military, or United Way funding is received. 
The USO of Missouri, Inc. is a private, non-profit 501(C)(3) 
organization and depends entirely on private support.  They 
provide morale, welfare, and recreation-type services to our 
military personnel and their families.
Brian Black
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Feels GOOOOD!
By Sherry Noles Giger

Bikers everywhere know the exhilaration of the sun 
on your face, wind in your hair and…the occasional 
bug in your teeth, because this feeling of freedom 
just makes you smile. Sharing such an experience 
with children confined to a wheelchair is the goal of 
the Cottleville Firefighter’s Community Outreach 
(CFCO) organization. CFCO is hosting a poker run 
that will begin and end at Big St. Charles Harley 
Davidson on August 14th, to raise funds for a Liberty 
Swing.

When Australian inventor Wayne Devine noticed 
that playground equipment was not useful for many 
handicapped children he decided something needed 
to be done. For more than a decade he worked to 
perfect the swing and insure that it meets all safety 
standards. The Liberty Swing can hold up to 550 
pounds, includes an easily detachable ramp and gives 
wheelchair confined children (and adults) the joy of 
soaring through the air-and maybe catching a bug or 
two.

“I had not been on a swing since I was small enough 

to fit on my parents lap,” says Whitney Boatright a 
St. Charles resident. “At first my stomach hit bottom 
and I thought I would be sick-then I started laughing. 
I didn’t want to quit!”

Boatright was born with Muscular Dystrophy and is 
bound to a wheelchair as well as needing the assistance 
of a ventilation machine. The Liberty Swing houses 
an internal seat for added medical equipment or if a 
brother or sister wants to ‘ride along.’  “We need to 
get the word out about this swing,” says Boatright. “It 
shows people we are just like anybody else. With the 
right equipment, these kids can have the freedom to 
do what others do.”

The Liberty Swing is engineered for wheelchairs as 
well as for children that have upper body disabilities 
and have no need for a wheelchair. “We have people 
come to our park from Rolla, Cuba, Wentzville. They 
come from all over! There just needs to be more 
of them,” says Kevin Ahrand, Union (Mo) Parks 
Director. “To get the full impact of how important the 
swing is, you have to see a child in it and hear their 
laughter. Our community really came together to get 
the Liberty Swing into our park.”
The wind in your hair feels GOOD! 
And the sound of a child’s laughter-feels GOOD!
Please join us for the CFCO charity poker run. For 
more information: CFCOhelpingyours.org

The Biking Life is growing again and to 

make this growth really pop we need 

your help. Right now we are looking 

for salespeople in all areas where this 

publ;ication is read. Particularly the 

St Louis Metro area, Central Illinois, 

Southwestern Missouri. If you like rid-

ing, hanging out with good folks and 

making some spare cash to boot then 

give me a call 314-322-7883. We also 

welcome all contributions about runs, 

rallys, and benefits. Keep watching big 

things are abut to happen. I invite you 

to come grow with us.
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Proprietors: John Church AKA “Asshole”
Jed Church AKA “Sasquatch”



Fireccracker for Fischer House
By Mike and Al

First, I want to thank all for their well wishes for 
me as I healed from accident in 2006. I am back on 
the road again, sort of, well I now ride a trike. The 
Purple People Eater, is allowing me to get around 
and I will be out there on more rides. Al

The VFW Riders of the state of Illinois, district 14 
and district 12 collected more than $21,000 for the 
Fisher House to be built at Jefferson Barracks in St. 
Louis, Mo.

Riders and Posts of District 14 donated $4400 to 
the Foundation in Orlando, Fla. during the VFW 
National Convention. Of the $33,000 donated, 
$21,000 came from these two districts.

Fisher Houses are lodging facilities where families 
can stay free while loved ones are undergoing 
treatment at U.S. Veterans hospitals more than 50 
miles from their homes.

The St. Louis facility is expected to cost $5 million. 
The Foundation will match local contributions up to 
$2.5 million. This facility will contain 21 suites, a 
community kitchen, laundry, and living room with 
books and toys. 

 On July 4,2010, Mike and I will be running the 
Firecracker Poker run again, with all proceeds going 
to Fisher House St. Louis. This run goes to VFW 
Posts and is for our troops and their families so 
please keep this date available.
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RIP GUNNY

June 6th marked one of the saddest days in GGMC 
history as Gunny died in a tragic accident. His burial 
the following Friday by White sands Funeral home 
was probably the biggest thing Fisk, MO had ever 
seen. Everyone was either there or sent representatives 
to be there from all over the country to show proper 
respect for one of the most club minded brothers in 
the Galloping Goose Nation just the sheer number 
of people from so many different clubs showed how 
much he was loved and respected.  Anderson William 
Harden (Gunny) Born Oct 21 1953 Passed June 6th 
2010 Age 56.  He was a Marine Lifer and Long Time 
Galloping Goose. A good man and a great brother, he 
lived life didn’t just pass though it.  He left pieces of 
himself in all the ways he touched not only the clubs 
but his family and friends. He will be with us for as 
long as we are here because through those pieces he 
still lives.  He is survived by his wife , 3 daughters,  a 
son in law , grandchildren , mother, brother and sister. 
all of his Galloping Goose , El Forasteros, Midwest 
Drifters and Gyspy Aces  Family and all the others he 
touched. 

24 Years of Blessings

For 24 years Freedom of Road Riders MRO have 
been holding, what many including myself considerer 
the St. Louis area’s real blessing of the bikes, and the 
kick off to another years worth of riding. This event 
was originally held at Falling Springs in Dupo IL. For 
many years it was presided over by the late Rev. Bud 
Ball. This has become a starting point for the riding 
season and a can’t miss event for many. 

After almost 20 years at Falling Springs it moved to 
Cadillac Jack’s and even though at that time there was 
no FORR local it was kept alive by Jim and Kathy 
Waters, the CMA and the Tribe of Judah MM. . This 
year once again run very well by Local 24 FORR it 
was held at Springdale Bar and Grill in Fenton, MO. 
Joyce, I and some of the Midwest Drifter brothers rode 
to the event together. As a patch holder it was nice 
to see all the other clubs that were there representing 
their parches not just MMs but MCs, social clubs and 
riding groups also  A great showing of MROs both 
FORR Locals and ABATE plus a ton of independents 

filled the lot.

Rev. Jack and Big Bob did the honors once again 
of giving us a sermon and a blessing after the list of 
fallen bros was read. Unfortunately this list gets longer 
every year so be careful. On a great note though was 
that it was good to see Jack moving well and on a 
bike after his horrible wreck coming back from the 
Rat Run praise be for answered prayers to the lord for 
health for Jack. 

For all of you who didn’t make it this year’s please 
try to make the 25th. It might just change how you 
look at things all the way around you and a little extra 
blessing doesn’t hurt.  Thanks again to all the CMA 
groups and the Tribe of Judah to Springdale Bar and 
Grill for their hospitality and for everyone that showed 
up especially my brothers. Now its getting warm, time 
to ride, so get out there and do it remember one more 
bike, one less car . Now go blessed and GO RIDE. Oh 
Joyce 13 years and counting Killer
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Upcoming Events
Weekly Events

Tuesday Bike Night the Third Tuesday of the Month 
at Down on the Corner n Hwy 96 in Marcelline, IL 
Tuesday Two Wheel Tuesday at N0-Jacks on IL 159 in 
Smithton, IL 
Wednesday CTs Night Bike Ride Call Paul at Dave 
Mungenast Motorsports for info 
Wednesday Show-Mes Wingsday Bike Fest Fairview 
Heights location on Lincoln Highway only  
Wednesday Scoots and Suds Bike Night at Cutters on 
Carlyle Avenue in Belleville, IL  
Wednesday Ryders Inn Bike Night at Ryders Inn in 
Highland, IL food and drink specials  
Wednesday Shannon’s Pub Bike Night at Shannon’s in 
Tilden, IL 
Wednesday PT’s Showclub Bike Night at PTs 
Showclub in Centreville, IL  
Thursdays STUNNA Thursdays At Paradise 1, 615 
Missouri St East St Louis, IL (618) 482-5578 DJ 
Thursdays Bike Night at Bikers Corner at 1924 N 
Vandeventer Ave in St Louis, MO 
Thursdays Hardriders call their hotline (314) 340-2000 
for info 
Thursdays Bike Night at Geos Wings and More on 
West Main in Belleville, IL from 6:30 to 10 
Friday Bikes, Beers and Bonfires at Chasers on Dutch 
Hollow Rd. $1.50 Dom LN 
Friday Weekend Kickstart Party at Cadillac Jacks on 
St Charles Rock Rd in Bridgeton, MO live music  
Saturday Scandalous Satrurday Bike Night at Fatboys 
in DeSoto, MO 
Sunday Sundowner Sundays at TR’s Place in Belleville, 
IL $1.50 pizza and $1.50 beer

July

3rd Shepps Speedway Motorcycle Rodeo Party starts at 
2 PM at Shepps Speedway in Alexander, IL 
4th 6th Annual Firecracker Poker Run sign up at 
OFallon, IL VFW from 11 to noon benefits Fisher House 
10th ABATE Rodeo sign up at Cottage Hills VFW from 
4 to 5 
10th Rally in the Parkland sign up 11 to 1 at Rum 
Runners in farmington, MO by Midwest Drifters MC 
10th Raiders Poker Run sign up at Pasta House in 
Fairview Heights, IL from 11 ro 1 
11th Dream Weavers Poker Run sign up at Teds MC 
World from noon to 2 
11th Chrome Show Milos Cigars Rte 159 in Maryville, 
IL 
17th Fisher House Benefit Poker Run and Auction 
sign up at Teds MC World from 11 to 1 

17th Bike Rally and Wash at Cheeks Show Club in 
Washington Park, IL 
18th Pevely Flea Market Bike Show at the Pevely Flea 
Market on Hwy 61 Cash prize to Best of Show Winner 
18th Red Knights Poker Run sign up at Teds MC World 
from noon to 2 
18th Vietnam Vets M/C Poker Run sign up at Docs 
Harley davidson from 10 to noon 
24th Dana’s Dream Ride sign up 10 to noon at Sav-A-
Lot in DeSoto, MO 
24th Donnie’s Run sign up 11 to 1 at Thirstys Tavern in 
Eldred, IL 
24th Outlanders Ice cream Poker Run sign up at Teds 
MC World from 11 to 1 
24th 3rd Annual Autism Ride sign up noon to 1 at 
Friday’s South in Belleville, IL 
24th 4th Annual Jeff staley Memorial Run sign up at 
M and M Cycle on Vandalia in Collisville, IL 10 to noon 
25th Midwest Motorcycle Swap Meets Free Swap 
Meet at Cadillac Jacks free admission and live music 
25th Skyriders Poker Run sign 
up at Teds MC World from 11 to 1                                                                    
31st LOH Nigth Charity Rodeo Village INN in Pontoon 
Beach starts at 5 PM

August 

1st ABATE Poker Run Sammies’ Prairietwon Inn 
noon to 1:30 
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The Biking Life in Pictures

The Biking life can use your help if you 

attend events and like to write and 

take pictures then please send us your 

submissions. We welcome your input 

and we cannot be everywhere. 
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Midwest Motorcycle Outdoor
Free Swap Meet

SUNDAY JULY 25, 2010
CADILLAC JACK’S 
IRON HORSE BAR AND GRILL

12950 ST CHARLES ROCK RD
ST LOUIS, MO

Special Appearance By The Mowhawk Man
Easy To Get To From Anywhere, Doors Open At 10 AM Til 4 PM 

What: Motorcycle Swap Meet, Featuring Over 1 Acre ofBikes, 
Motorcyle Parts For All Brands, Painters, Leather Apparel,  

Accessories, Food And Beverages Available

Admission: FREE
All Are Welcome But

LEAVE THE ATTITUDES AT HOME
Limited Vendor Spots Available $40 For a 10 by 10

For More Information Call
(618) 531-0432 or (314) 322-7883 Or

VISIT WWW.MIDWESTMOTORCYCLESWAPMEET.COM
This Is A Swap Meet For Bikers By Bikers

Please Come Out and Lets All Enjoy
Brought To You By Your Friends At The Biking Life 



AMERICAN LEGION POST #226 ELSBERRY, MO 
IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE
 
THE START OF A NEW AMERICAN LEGION 
CHAPTER!! HERE IS YOUR CHANCE TO BE A 
CHARTER MEMBER OF A GREAT ORGANIZA-
TION!
 
AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS CHAPTER #226 IS 
NOW FORMING! IF YOU LIVE IN LINCOLN OR 
PIKE COUNTIES AND ARE INTERESTED IN BE-
COMING A NEW MEMBER OF THIS AWESOME 
RIDING GROUP, CALL MIKE OSBORNE @ 636-

328-1901 OR DAN WILEY 573-754-3002.

F.O.R.R. Local 12 Glasgow , MO
 F.O.R.R. local 12 was founded on April 17th, 
1994 at a meeting in the garage at Smokey and Gloria 
Strodtman's house. They supplied the food and bev-
erages for the event, which was held on a beautiful 
Spring Day. The special guest speaker for the meeting 
was Terry Cook, F.O.R.R. state vice-chairman, who 
gave a brief dissertation on F.O.R.R., its' goals, and 
its' need for more locals throughout the state. Mem-
bership applications were passed out and a total of 17 
members signed up for the the new local. Elections 
were held and the first president was Smokey Strodt-
man.
 The first mission of the new local was to 
raise money for their treasury and they came up with 
an idea for a party called the "Kickstart The Local 
Party". These parties were held for several years at 
Smokey and Gloria's and were marked by good food, 
good times, and a needed boost to the local 12 trea-
sury. In later years they also became famous for bad 
weather, which didn't dampen our spirits one bit.
 As local 12 evolved, they became too big to 
meet at individual's houses and a central gathering 
spot was needed. We picked the Fish Beak Saloon 
in Glasgow and started holding our monthly meet-
ings there on the 4th Thursday night of the month. At 
the present time, they are started at 7 pm. Meetings 
usually last between 30 minutes and an hour and a 
50/50 pot is drawn for each month to encourage at-
tendance.
 Local 12 is involved in a lot of charitable con-
tributions. We have helped the Glasgow Food Bank, 
individuals with debilitating diseases like cancer, 
couples with premature babies, and others in finan-
cial need. We have a standing policy of donating $200 
to any local member who is down due to accident or 
serious disease.
 Our main fundraiser to provide for all this is a 
3 day party called the Firecracker Classic. It features 
a poker run, field events, many vendors, and bands 
on Friday and Saturday night, plus a spectacular fire-
works show. This year, for the first time, we will have 
two bands on Saturday. The Firecracker Classic is al-
ways held on the weekend after the 4th of July and 
this year's dates are July 9th, 10th, and 11th. Admis-
sion fee is $20 for the general public, $15 for motor-
cycle rights organization members (bring your card), 
and we also have a $10 day pass available that is good 
until 8pm Saturday.
 At the present time, local 12 has grown from 
its’ original 17 members to a total of 71. Although 
most members are from the tri-county area of How-
ard, Chariton, and Saline county, we have members 
from several other areas of the state and also two 
from the state of Ohio . As local 12 continues to grow 
and evolve, our purpose will remain the same: to pro-
mote safety, brotherhood and freedom for all motor-
cyclists.

Smokey Strodtman, secretary and newslet-
ter editor, FORR local 12

FORR member #62
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Hwy 96
New Canton
Illinois

Biker Friendly

Great Run Stop
Ryders Inn

1106 New Trenton RD

Highland, IL 618-651-9301 
Home of the .75 Draft

Weds Bike Night $1 Cans $2 Rails
Thurs $1.50 Bottles $2.99 Wings
Sunday $1 Longnecks .39 Shrimp

Family oriented and biker friendly
Check us out on myspace & Facebook



An Inkling

The biking life is constantly growing but we 

need your help salespeople and writers / pho-

tographers are needed for all areas to 

find out more call 314-322-7883

This month’s tattoo was submitted by 

Sharon Thomas the detail is truly amaz-

ing and it was done by Trevis Stallard 

at underground artwork in Edwards-

ville, IL. We invite yout o send in your 

tats to tats@thebikinglife.com. 
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