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Letter from the Publisher
By Jim fureyI

t is July and summer is finally getting into full swing. There are tons of 
fun things to do this month and I particularly want to invite you to check 
out our second Midwest Motorcycle Swap Meet. Yes, I am the promoter 
behind those events. And following in The Biking Life tradition at our 
July 26th meet, we are giving free admission, just another way we can 
give back to those that support us. The swap meet will be held at Jack’s 
Iron Horse, 12950 St Charles Rock Rd in Bridgeton, MO. I suggest 
you get there early to get a parking spot. We are also proud to announce 
that renowned entertainer Mowhawk Man will be appearing at our 
meet. This is going to be one helluva blow out.

Back to this being July though. This is the month when some 233 years 
ago, our forefathers signed the Declaration of Independence. They had 
rebelled against tyranny and against taxation without representation. 
They were tired of the status quo and did something about it.

I think today, we face another crossroads. We as motorcyclists are 
facing tyranny from many jurisdictions. I can cite several examples, 
one happened last year during the Sons of Silence run in Central Illinois 
when all their stops were closed down. You all know what happened 
at my Swap Meet in Collinsville, IL. There, law-abiding citizens of 
a free nation had sniper rifles trained on them. Why? Because they 
showed an affiliation for some certain group. Watch out Cub fan is all I 
can say, because they may come after you next! Another example was 
on the weekend of June 13th. The owner of Paddy McD’s was spoken 
to about the upcoming HA Summer Bash which was to be held there 
and told he’d be shut down if it happened. Also, we can see how some 
motorcycle groups are being tried in the media in Missouri. 

Additionally, over Memorial Day Weekend, I went to Springfield for the 
Mile. (This is motorcycle racing at its finest and you owe it to yourself 
to check it out.) There I got stopped twice at “Safety Checkpoints.” 
The only thing they wanted to see though was my driver’s license and 
insurance. They didn’t check my tires, didn’t check my brakes, didn’t 
make sure the horn worked, no check of the turn signals--just those 
two documents. I don’t really see what that has to do with “safety.” 
Although people were stopped for different reasons in NAZI Germany, 
I wonder if perhaps there are some similarities here with the checkpoints 
at which we must show our papers in order to continue on.

So okay, let’s be real. It isn’t really about safety is it? It is about money; 
DUIs are big money and so are the fines for no insurance. If you have 
enough money, you can spend some and make it so these tickets don’t 
show up on your record. 

I truly believe that “Safety Checkpoints” and the speed traps that 
abound are about generating revenue for some jurisdiction. And that, my 
friends, is taxation without representation. Non-elected officials telling 
businesses what they can and cannot do is tyranny. I say once again, 
who do these non-elected law enforcement entities answer to, certainly 
not “We the People.” These folks are stripping away our freedoms little 
by little. Maybe some think it is okay to harass the 1%er’s. I don’t, 
because like I said before, when they get tired of going after them will 
your group be next?

I served for 23 years in the military, and I know many more of you 
are veterans as well. It’s hard to fight for freedom and then watch it be 
dismantled one piece at a time. Uh oh, I did it again. I got political (and 
politically incorrect). I hope you have a great month and as always, I 
thank you for making us part of your biking life.
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Route 138, Benld, Illinois (217) 835- 2494
Coming Events:

July 15th - Pat Liston   9:30 PM - 1:30 AM
July 29th - Terry, Jones and Rogers 9:30 PM to 1:30 AM

August 8th Midnight Madness   9:00 PM - 1:00 AM
All Runs Welcome - Home of Mama Voni’s Pizza

Check Out Our New Beer Garden
             Biker Owned and Operated    Always A Fun Place      

  Hours: Mon - Thurs 10 AM to 2 AM, Fri - Sat 10 AM to 3 AM, Sun 8 AM to 2 AM 



Three Wheelin’
Sharon & Eldon Young

 We have a unique trike. My husband found it on 
one of his many searches on Craig’s list. It does need some 
work, but he is retired and loves doing it.
 This trike is a real head turner with the chopped  
front end and the “Munster Mobile” rear end, complete 
with aoogah horn. As we breeze down the road people do 
a double take. When we park, folks will come over to take 
a gander at our ride. We tell them it is a work in progress. 
Even parked in our yard, curious people venture down the 
drive just to take a look and complete strangers stop us just 
to talk, we love that!
 On one of our first trips out we went to a fast food 
place and while we were inside this great looking , pearl 
white trike with a V W bug rear end and a Gold Wing 
front, parked next to ours. This guy got off to take a closer 
look, he introduced himself as, John Lovesy. John built it 
so he and his wife, Cathy could ride together and still have 
room to carry her wheelchair. It was a labor of love. What 
a great couple!!
 This summer plans are in motion to do several 
road trips. Both of my brothers and their wives ride, as 
well as, our son and his fiancée. Our hope is to include all 
of us and make it a family adventure, kind of a rekindling  
of our youth.
 Love, family, friends and bikes are a common 
thread that binds us together. A love for the road and the 
freedom to do as we choose. It does not matter whether 
you follow a well marked route or take the back roads. 
Life’s pressures can put you in a state of despair. Isn’t it 
amazing though what a little fresh air and sunshine can do 
to a tired old body. I have found peace with the rumble of 
the pipes.
 Celebrate life, keep your wheels in motion, no 
matter how many that may be. After all, life is what we 
make it. You’ll be seeing us three wheelin’ all summer 
long.                          Peace Out
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Have A Seat and Hold On

 This story is about your choice of style of seats 
and other motorcycle parts for your HARLEY motorcycle. 
The things that well, make it a chopper. The seat you pick 
to run on your motorcycle/chopper  itself will tell a lot 
about you just as the rest of your motorcycle does. but 
all choppers are different in their own ways. just like the 

owners are. one thing for sure is, choppers are here to stay.
so get use to it,”CHOPPERS FOREVER”.
 Well, one day while I was looking at some seats on 
some of my brothers motorcycles and choppers. I noticed 
some differences in them, but in a couple of ways the 
motorcycles were alike. being they are all HARLEYS and 
when you ride them you, “HAVE A SEAT AND HOLD 
ON”. everybody’s motorcycle is simply a extension of 
themselves. 
 No, CHOPPERS are not for everybody. cause 
not everybody has chopper blood in them. Choppers are 
motorcycles that have been altered in a way that the owner 
wants it to look and ride other than a stock motorcycle. 
Some are minor changes and some are extreme. To me the 
ones that mean the most are the ones that are daily riders 
and that grab your attention when you see it going down 
the road. 
 Of course we all choose a seat that is somewhat 
comfortable and with style as well as performance for 
those long road trips. The same goes for the frame, front 
end, handlebars, exhaust pipes, fishtail mufflers, hand 
grips, mirrors, sissy bar, footpegs, gas tanks, fenders, head 
and tail lights, even one of a kind paint jobs and every 
other part on your HARLEY. 
 But whatever parts you choose for your Harley.it 
is still the same when you go for a ride, “HAVE A SEAT 
AND HOLD ON”. You are in for the most awesome ride 
on the planet and of your life. They do not get any better 
than “HARLEY-DAVIDSON CHOPPERS”.PERIOD.
 And HARLEY-DAVIDSONS are made right 
here in the good old usa. Which is the best country on the 
planet. There are several types of seats. You have the king 
& queen, cobra, bare bones solo, butt bucket, maverick 
touring, and hand made to every size, style that a bro can 
think of. I have seen some seats that look like a couch, 
a beaver seat. I have seen and rode motorcycles with no 
seat or just a piece of carpet or small pillow held on with 
a bungee cord. So all you people that want to ride and for 
this reason or that reason you don`t and want to ride. 
 Trust me there is a seat out there just for you if you 
really want to ride. No excuses, just remember to “HAVE 
A SEAT AND HOLD ON” for the ride of your life. Here is 
DIRTY JOHNNY with this to say you can pick your seat 
but you can`t pick your friends seat unless she wants you 
to. I, DIRTY JOHNNY have had a recent expeirence. So 
here is a tech tip when riding. Watch out taking BEANO 
and riding. I took some BEANO the other day and went 
for a ride and next thing I know I was sitting alongside the 
road with no gas. I`ll keep that in mind JOHNNY. So till 
next time my brothers of the wind “HAVE A SEAT AND 
HOLD ON”.See you someplace, sometime, soon. Johnny 
Angel.”CHOPPERS FOREVER”.
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Want to find out what jim thinks about  

stuff throughout the month then read 

his blog and you can make your opin-

ions known to the blog is available at

www.thebikinglife.com

Hardtail Humor

Church Organist 
There was this small church down in Texas that had 
a very big-busted Organist. Her breasts were so huge 
that they bounced and jiggled while she played the 
organ. Unfortunately, she distracted the congregation 
considerably.
 
The very proper church ladies were appalled. They 
said something had to be done about this or they 
would have to get another Organist.
 
So, one of the ladies approached her very discreetly 
and told her to mash up some green Persimmons and 
rub them on the nipples of her breasts and maybe they 
would shrink in size, but warned her to not eat any of 
the green Persimmons, though, because they are so 
sour they will make your mouth pucker up and you 
won’t be able to talk properly for a while. She agreed 
to try it.
 
The following Sunday morning the minister got up in 
the pulpit and said....
“Dew to thircumsthanthis bewond my contwol, we 

will not hath a thermon tewday.

An executive was confused about paying an invoice, so he 
decided to
ask his secretary for some mathematical help.

He called her into his office and said, “If I were to give 
you
$20,000, minus 14%, how much would you take off?”

The secretary thought a moment, and then replied,
“Everything but my earrings
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On Saturday, May 23, 2009, 21 members of Gateway 
to the West Harley Owners Group (HOG), St. Louis, MO, 
traveled on their American-made Harley Davidson motorcycles 
to Grayville, IL to meet with members of the Lincoln Trail 
Harley Owners Group of Louisville, KY.  The purpose of 
the ride was to pick up 679 miniature American Flags from 
the Lincoln Trail Chapter. The flags were then relayed on 
American-made Harley Davidson motorcycles to Jefferson 
Barracks National Cemetery where they were presented to 
Larry Williams, Assistant Director of the Cemetery.  The 
number of flags relayed represents the number of Missouri 
police officers and firefighters who have fallen in the line of 
duty.  The flags will be placed on veterans’ graves in Jefferson 
Barracks.

The trip and the flags were part of the Flags for 
Veterans’ Graves Program and the National Memorial Day 
Vigil held in Louisville, KY, on May 23, honoring fallen 
Veterans, Law Enforcement Officers, and Firefighters from 
across the United States.  The Gateway HOG Chapter is just 
one of many organizations from across the US to work with 
the Flags4Vets/Flags4Heros organization in placing these 
“Louisville Flags” on the graves of our fallen heroes. 

This is the second year this event has taken place 
between the two HOG groups. Jamie Williamson, Director of 
Gateway HOG Chapter 1337, hopes this event will continue 
and grow in the years to come.  He stated, “It is meaningful to 
us because so many of our members are veterans, and many 
of those veterans have willingly volunteered to participate in 
this event.” He added, “This is just a small way to show our 
thanks to those who protect us.”

Flags4Vets/Flags4Heros are programs of AdoptaFlag, 
Inc.,  a national 501(c)(3) whose mission is to privately 
fund all of the US Flags that are placed on the graves of US 
Veterans and to advance the cause of the US Flag through 
public outreach programs to the general public, schools, 
scouting groups, and other organizations with similar interests.   
For more information about AdoptaFlag and its programs, 
visit http://www.theusflag.com. 

Flag Relay Comes to JB Cemetery

by Jamie Williamson
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Bourbeuse Valley HOG Does It Again
By John Skala

Once again, the Mystery Point ride, put on by the 
Bourbeuse Valley HOG, was a very enjoyable ride through 
Franklin, Washington and Jefferson counties. Trisha and 
Mike Borgmann along with Jeanne and Vince Niehaus and all 
of their volunteers did an excellent job planning and running 
this ride.

Unlike other rides where the highest number of 
points or card hand wins, the winner of this ride is determined 
by who guesses what their final score will be. Before taking 
part in a number of games of skill and chance, each rider 
recorded their guess on their game cards. The preliminary 
games were held on the parking lot of Bourbeuse Valley 
Harley-Davidson.

After a scenic 80-mile ride, the route ended at the 
pavilion of Elks Lodge in High Ridge. The Elks members 
were grilling some tasty food while over 150 ride participants 
filled out the answers for the observation ride portion of the 
game card and drew hog balls for their final points. The top 
ten finishers were given the very limited and coveted Mystery 
Points T-shirt. The winner received their choice of a man’s or 
woman’s a Harley-Davidson watch accompanied by the first 
place plaque. A large number of attendance prizes were given 
out and most everyone got a prize. 

This was an all HOG chapter event and members 
from most of the surrounding chapters took part in the ride. 
Roger Akester, chapter director, accepted the plaque for 
having the most members on the ride for St Charles HOG. 

For more information on the Bourbeuse Valley HOG 
chapter and their events, check out their web site. www.bvhd.
com/hog.html
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Midwest Motorcycle OutdoorSwap Meet

SUNDAY JULY 26, 2009
JACK’S IRON HORSE BAR 

12950 ST CHARLES ROCK RD
ST LOUIS, MO

Easy To Get To From Anywhere, Doors Open At 10 AM Til 4 PM 

What: Motorcycle Swap Meet, Featuring Over 1 Acre ofBikes, 
Motorcyle Parts For All Brands, Painters, Leather Apparel,  

Accessories, Food And Beverages Available

Admission: FREE
All Are Welcome But

LEAVE THE ATTITUDES AT HOME
Limited Vendor Spots Available $40 For a 10 by 10

For More Information Call
(618) 531-0432 or (314) 322-7883 Or

VISIT WWW.MIDWESTMOTORCYCLESWAPMEET.COM
This Is A Swap Meet For Bikers By Bikers

Please Come Out and Lets All Enjoy
Brought To You By Your Friends At The Biking Life 



Fears

 The dictionary’s definition of fear is “an 
emotion of alarm and agitation caused by the 
expectation or realization of danger.”  All of us, due 
to the terrible economy, have some type of fear of 
the unknown financial difficulties we may face in the 
future.  Many people have had particular fears:  fear 
of flying, spiders, snakes, fear of the unknown, fear of 
danger or injury to us or people we love, and many, 
many more.  Sometimes our fear keeps us from doing 
some things me might like to do and sometimes fears 
end up controlling our lives to the point that we can’t 
do stuff we really want to do. 

One of the controlling emotions is fear of 
change.  The bikers in Missouri are hoping (and 
praying?) that the helmet law gets changed.  What 
we probably are fighting more than anything is our 
opponents’ fear that more motorcyclists and passengers 
will be hurt or killed.  Along with this is their fear 
of medical coverage to care for the underinsured.  
Arguments on the other side of the debates voice the 
fear of loss of revenue because bikers will go to other 
states to ride and vacation, and Missouri will lose 
revenue.  In reality, no one knows what the affect of 
the helmet law will be.

We also see outsiders’ fear of motorcyclists.  
We know this is generally not a true fear.  Bikers are 
some of the most caring and generous people we’ve 
come to know.  They reach out to all different charities:  
babies, illness, pets, issues of older adults, veterans, 
and handicapped.  They are never far when a need is 
recognized and a call for help publicized.  They help 
with traffic control during local community events 
and help escort deceased to a final resting place.  They 
help in all walks of life, during all periods of living.  
What a wrong perception people have developed 
because of their fears.

Fear also separates us from God when we try 
to handle troubles on our own.  In Psalms 34:4, David 
tells us “I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and 
delivered me from all my fears.”  All we have to do is 
seek Him.  God does not want us to live in worry and 
fear.  We are told in Paul’s letter in 2 Tim 1:7:  “God 
did not give us the spirit of fear, but of power, and of 
love, and of a sound mind.”  If we depend on Him 

and pray for help, He will help us through the difficult 
times and show us how to live with them.  

If you’re not sure how to ask God to help you 
with your fears, it’s as easy as talking to your very 
best friend who sits next to you.  If you aren’t sure 
how to begin this friendship, ask any Christian biker at 
your next event, contact one of the following people, 
or call me.  The CMA Missouri State Coordinator is 
Clark (Lucille) Doughty, 816-697-3077, wingman@
wcblue.com; and the Illinois State Coordinator is 
Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-8938, vdBrown77@
aol.com.  For more information about CMA, you can 
contact either of the above or call me at 314-434-2282 
or e-mail me at h2osjk@prodigy.net.  

Jim Waters 
CMA Good News Riders
St. Louis, MO

You can Follow Jim or find out where 

The Biking Life staffers will be at

facebook.com/tbldude      or at 

Twitter.com tbldude or of course by 

visiting our website www.thebiking-

life.com and reading his blog
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Mowhawks in the Midwest
By Jim Furey

One of the great things about putting on the Midwest 
Motorcycle Swap Meet in Collinsville, IL, this past March 
was that it gave me an opportunity to make some new friends. 
One of those new friends is the Mowhawk Man; I know him 
by no other name, but I know that he has become a great ally 
in a very short time. He had a photographer take the pic on 
our cover and then he put the picture on his web site and also 
mentioned it on his radio show. Many of his fans asked where 
they could get a copy of the magazine with him on the cover 
not realizing it was a dummy cover, but we are happy to make 
his fan’s wishes come true and to do our part to support a true 
friend. Since he is gracing our cover, we thought we’d tell 
you a little about this legendary character.

His life started out very tough in Danville, IL. Mowhawk was 
an orphan and was passed around between orphanages and 
foster homes until one day a military man named Gary Cagle 
adopted him and gave the boy a home. But he not only gave 
him a home, he also taught Mowhawk the life lessons that 
he carries to this day. Principles--things like being willing 
to fight for what you believe in. His father, along with some 
bikers that had taken the boy under their wings earlier on, 
also instilled in Mowhawk a passion for two wheels. His love 
of the military and bikes are some of the driving forces in his 
life today.

The lessons Mowhawk Man learned from Gary Cagle 
continually bubbled up throughout our conversation. Themes 
like a man is only as good as his word, that one should help 
others less fortunate, and that good guys wear camo. He 
has gone to jail for causes he believed in, something seen 
frequently in the 60’s when people cared about each other, 
like true bikers do today.

I first met Mowhawk as a vendor at the swap meet we had in 
Collinsville, but he is so much more. Back in his childhood 
years he would make a stage and put on shows and for years 
he made people laugh on the comedy circuit. I asked him 
where his comedy came from and he said everywhere, but that 
it was rooted in the pain of his childhood. In the foster homes 
and orphanages, he saw other kids pain too, so he would make 
silly jokes or do outrageous things to make others laugh and 
ease their suffering for a while. The outrageousness continued 
into high school where he was caught putting peanut butter 
into the bras of girls during PE class when the principal asked 
him what he was thinking about and he said buttercups, the 
legend began. He is still doing outrageous things to this day. 
Ask him about not knowing he got tasered, or some of his 
other antics.

Because his relationship with his father sparked his love of 
things both military and biker, he honed his act to appeal to 
these groups. You will get a taste of his brand of comedy at 
the Swap Meet at Jack’s Iron Horse on July 26th. 

I asked about the trademark Mowhawk and he told me of 
another painful time in his life. Mowhawk confided in me that 
he has a son who is the product of his long term relationship 
with Nissy Harris, a woman he truly loved. Mowhawk’s son 
was in the hospital undergoing some very serious and painful 
tests. He told his son he would do anything the boy wanted 
if he hung tough during the testing. The boy did and he told 
Mowhawk that he was his hero and that a hero should have 
a cool haircut, and so the Mowhawk was born. He has been 
sporting this look for 5 years, but has been performing at 
motorcycle events across the nation for the past 19 years.

He has great talent, but another thing Mr. Cagle taught him is 
that his talent brings great responsibility too. He is not perfect, 
but he does what he can to help others. He uses his talents to 
help kids and vets and makes huge donations to both groups 
regularly. The Mowhawk Man believes, as so many of us did 
in the 60’s and early 70’s, in helping others and thinking less 
about what you get out of a situation. 

Mowhawk believes that the Swap on July 26th is very 
important to our community. He saw the way all the clubs 
got along amicably at the swap meet in Collinsville and was 
impressed. We need to display this same unity of two wheels 
at the upcoming swap meet. 

He and I both agree that bikers and veterans are both are under 
siege. It is amazing to the Mowhawk Man and myself that it 
is against the law to profile groups who have attacked this 
country, but it is okay to profile against a group that defended 
the nation, our veterans, many of whom are bikers.

Bikers, all of them, are being besieged by law makers and law 
enforcement officials on every side. Most times for things 
that might happen, kind of like a “Minority Report Mentality” 

continued on page 22
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where people were arrested before they committed a crime. 
Mowhawk believes that bikers can be a powerful force because 
we vote and we care, but we also need to demonstrate to the 
man that we can get along peacefully. The people who attack 
us are afraid of what motorcycles symbolize, freedom of the 
spirit. As we soar down the road like eagles, flying down the 
highways like an earthbound Superman, Mowhawk does a 
lot of soaring down the road too. Every time we talk, he is 
driving somewhere, usually to do something to help kids or 
vets. On kind of a sad note, we talked today and he wasn’t 
able to see his son, the one that suggested his trademark.

While there are many good lessons he tries to apply, it doesn’t 
deter him from his words to live by, “Forget Your Daughters, 
Lock Up Your Wives.” He explained that this is truly talking 
about respecting a brother’s wife, and we all as bikers are 
brothers.

We ended our discussion with the Mowhawk asking that all of 
you come to the July 26th Swap Meet. We have an opportunity 
here to demonstrate to the world that the stereotypes of bikers 
are wrong. In fact he urges you to bring ten or more of your 
closest friends and make a day of it. He asks all his fans 
and soon-to-be fans to bring out anything they have and he 
will sign as long as there are people wanting him to. He has 
promised to do a set of his standup routine and this promises 
to be a helluva party. Rain or shine come on out. 

Mowhawk Man is now on a weekly radio show. The Lisa 
Marie and Mowhawk Man Show, or conservative meets 
chaos. I’ll let you decide for yourselves who embodies what. 
Though the show originates in Detroit, it is available through 
many channels including his website 
http://themowhawkmanlives.com. If you visit this site 
you will see how much he believes in what The Biking 
Life symbolizes. We are working on getting a link to his 
websitefrom The Biking Life home page www.thebikinglife.
com as well. 
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First Ride For Wishes is a Huge Success
By John Skala
 The inaugural Ride For Wishes was held on 
June 6 & 7 in Earth City to raise funds for Make-A-Wish 
Foundation® Missouri chapter. There were vendors, 
fun for the kids, great food, great bands, a bike show 
on Saturday and a bike ride on Sunday. Katy Kruze 
from KHITS96 was the master of ceremonies both 
days and opened the festivities with introduction of 
the event ambassador child, Nathan, and his family 
followed by the singing of the national anthem and 
the invocation.
 On Saturday, Henry Barchet surprised and 

delighted his fellow committee members with his 
strong rendition of the national anthem. The prayer 
for that day was lead by Pastor Pat Rankin from Have 
Bible Will Travel. On Sunday, renowned gospel singer 
and Navy veteran, Petty Officer First Class Generald 
Wilson, sang the national anthem and the invocation 
was presented by Rascal of the Unleashed Spirits 
Motorcycle Ministry.
 In addition to the leather, accessory and food 
vendors, Tracy Daniels was there carving a beautiful 
eagle from a large log using only a chain saw. At 
the end of the weekend the exquisite sculpture was 
auctioned off to raise money for Make-A-Wish.
 Pastor Sam Childers was on hand selling 
copies of his book and raffle tickets for a custom 
chopper made by Jesse James. Sam, also known 
as the Machinegun Preacher, was raising funds to 
support his work in the Sudan with the Angels of 
East Africa. Sam pleased Nathan other children by 
autographing photos for them and giving them a brief 
ride on his other chopper.
 The bike show brought out some great looking 
American and metric bikes with a number of trophies 
being earned in the competition.

 Over one hundred bikes took part in a police 
escorted ride through northeast St Charles and 
northwest St Louis counties on Sunday. Nathan 
and his family got to go on the ride on a trike piloted 
by Elvis with the Disciples of War. Several groups 
had a large turnout for the ride, but it was Kirkwood 
HOG that took the plaques for both most members 
and highest amount raised. While the bikes were out 
on the ride, the nearby weather turned somewhat 
ominous looking. Fortunately, everyone returned 
safely before the rain struck.
 When lightning bearing storm clouds started 

moving toward the area, everyone took refuge in the 
Sara Lee office building. After a brief downpour, it was 
back outside where live and silent auctions wrapped 
up the event.
 As a member of the committee for this 
event, I would like to give a special thanks to Laura 
Boone and all of my fellow committee members and 
volunteers that helped make this event possible. 
Thanks to all of the participants, supporters, vendors 
and the Pattonville Fire Department. Major supporters 
include, Sara Lee, Vinson Mortgage Group, Miller 
Brewing, Emmis Broadcasting (KHITS96, KSHE95 
& 97.1TALK FM) and The Biking Life. Music for the 
weekend was donated by Chain Drive Band, The 
Blend Band, Borderline Band, Leather & Lace Band, 
Brett Daniels band and The Arbogast Band.
For more information on the Make-A-Wish Foundation, 
go www.mo.wish.org.
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July Newsletter 2009
           www.chariotsoffirecustoms.com

Our 5th annual motorcycle show was another huge success!  Thank you to all who entered their bikes 
and congratulations to the winners.  We would like to express our gratitude to all the volunteers who 
made the day go smoothly from the Christian Motorcycle Association of Wentzville (special thanks 
to Jim & Dennis) to all my regular volunteers (you know who you are).  We raised over $2000 for 
the Disable Athletes Sports Association (DASA).  Tattooed Lady provided food & beverages while 
Jeez Laweez provided great rock ‘n’ roll!  The burn out pit was utilized by our own Jim Childers who 
managed to burn-out not one, but two tires (advantage of working for Chariots!).

July Special
To help you get ready for Sturgis, we are offering our 27 point check for $29.95.

We WILL be open, Saturday, July 4th!
Please be sure to call and schedule an appointment early on in July if you would like any maintenance 
completed before Sturgis.  Chariots of Fire will be showing our latest bobber “No Grey Area” in Sturgis 
this year and therefore the shop will be closed from July 31 – August 10 at the Metzler Invitational 
(come see us there).  We will reopen August 11.  Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.

Road Kill Dinner Runs for July
We leave our parking lat at 6 pm Thursday evenings, rain or shine!

July 2  Colton’s Steakhouse & Grill, Washington July 23   Infield II Sports Bar & Grill
July 9  The Dawg House, Elsberry      Marthasville
July 16 Teddy Joes, Martinsburg  July 30 Village of the Blue Rose, Clarksville
Special request for July 30th run.  The Village of the Blue Rose is closed on Thursday evenings and is opening special for 
us.  They make all their food from scratch, so please call us ahead of time so we can give them an estimate of the number of 
people coming.  Of course, if you decide to come at the last minute, you are more than welcome!

Consignment Bikes in Stock
1987 Sporster $5,300.00  2005 Sporster 883 $7,200.00
1997 Road King $9,500.00  2006 Road Glide $14,500.00
1999 FXR $12,500.00   2007 Saxon Warlord $23,000.00
2002 Fat Boy $11,500.00  2008 Custom Bobber $14,000.00
2003 Custom Softail $11,500.00
All consignment bikes are clean and well maintained.  Call or stop by for more information on 

each bike 636-356-9015

Tri-County ABATE for Missouri, Inc. is raffling off a 2006 Chopper.  Tickets are $50 each, only 
600 being sold! Call Joe 314-412-1983 or Tom 636-358-0834 for more information.  Stop by 
Chariots of Fire to see the bike being raffled off and to purchase a raffle ticket.

Custom is in our name, Quality is in our product, Service is our reputation
Keep the Shiny Side Up



Brad’s Boogie
By Jim Furey

I had been to Niehaus Cycle Sales in Litchfield, Illinois 
Customer Appreciation Days before but never when it was 
in full swing. I had been there Friday evening and saw 
bikes cruising throughout the area. The reason is there 
is so much that goes on, on this particular weekend. It is 
Armed Forces Weekend and so SEMO is going on, there 
are big events in Quincy with the ABATE Chapters Annual 
Run and Bike Show, this year another dealer got into the 
mix and had their open house at the same time. This year 
though I was able to be here when it was in full swing and 
it is certainly a sight to behold.

It could be compared to a three-ring circus because there is 
always something going on somewhere but circuses are so 
small in comparison to this event. I also don’t think three 
rings could begin to hold all the activities packed into this 
fun filled weekend festival. The vendors start arriving early 
in the week preparing for the thousands of motorcyclists 
that make the trek to this central Illinois for this Customer 

Appreciation Days.

There are vendors of all types here painters like John 
Bauer better known as Van Gogh. I also saw vendors that 
had been at our Collinsville Swap Meet and who have 
committed to the Swap Meet at Jack’s Iron Horse in St 
Louis, on July 26th. I also saw many friends like Dave and 
Becky Crosley and some of their other club brothers and 
sisters in fact they were serving up some pretty tasty fish 
from what I heard. I didn’t find out because before I ran 
into them I found a brat stand first.

There are things to keep any motorcyclist enthusiast 
occupied. There were demo ride including one on the new 
Honda DN-01 among several others including scooters. 
There are bike shows, there are parade rides in the evening 
and the weekend is culminated with the giving away of a 
motorcycle by the hosts Niehaus Cycle Sales.

There are a lot of motorcycle dealerships throughout the 
region; this one is owned by a true motorcycle enthusiast. 
One who is willing to back all kinds of bikers. He supports 
them all. I had heard many times about this event and 
it is great. It usually occurs on Armed Forces Weekend 
and unfortunately there are just so many things to do and 
places to go. But if you have checked out some of the other 
events you owe it to yourself to make the short ride to 
Litchfield, IL and watch this small Illinois city become a 
haven for motorcycles.
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Statesmen Ride For the Vets

As I have for the past three years the last weekend in May 
found me at Chucks Boots on Gravois to join in the fun 
that is the Statemen’s poker run. This event is quickly 
becoming one of the don’t miss rides,a fact that was not 
missed by the 200 or so riders on this years ride despite the 
fact that there was three other BIG events this day. I doubt 
they were as much fun as this run 

Joining me this years were some of my CFMA bothers and 
some of my FORR 24 brothers and even some of The Biking 
Life staff. We all left and went from American Legion to 
VFW halls to Floods and finally back to the Gravois. In all 
the stops were great and the food in Desloge was good as 
was the beer. Of course the money raised goes to help vet 
groups and will be taken up to the veterans home by the 
Statesmen themselves.

This is a great ride, put on by a really good group of 
brothers who although they have been around for almost 
40 years are really now coming to the forefront of really 
putting on great events. This and their car and bike show 
in Desloge  on July 26 are events that I and you should try 
not to miss see you out in the saddle Killer
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Proprietors: John Church AKA “Asshole”
Jed Church AKA “Sasquatch”



The Readers Voice

Something happened today that I must share. Saturday 
June 13th 2009 after working blockades for the Race for the 
Cure an unfortunate incident occurred. While stopped at a 
red light off Grand and Kossuth (Hence I did say stopped 
at a red light) while riding home with my husband and a 
couple of friends it happened.

I could see in my side mirror a green Mustang slowing or 
so I thought. Then wham the sudden jerk of my bike while 
the guy used my back fender as his brake. Thankfully my 
Guardian Angel rode with me that day and no injuries 
were to be had. I got off my bike and after a few expletives 
flew out of my mouth guess what spewed out of his, OMG 
those most infamous words.” I DID NOT SEE YOU”. 
After a few more of my expletives I asked him how when 
it is 11 in the morning on a sunny dry day at a stop light 
could he have not seen me. 

His excuse was that he just worked a long shift and he 
was overly tired. (The truth on that later.)I thus told him 
that is no excuse, that  A) if he is too tired too not have 
seen me on my bike he had no business being behind the 
wheel of a vehicle, call a cab for heaven sake. B) That it 
is because of people like him that injure or kill people like 
me. His response was that he has total respect for bikers, 
with that I told him if he was speaking the truth he would 
have stopped at a safe distance before the impact upon me. 
I almost asked if he had been painting his nails. 

The Police were called to file a report and after him telling 
them a different version of events the reason he truly did 
not see me came out. While doing their investigation of the 
accident scene they found heroin and syringes on this guy. 
Off to the Pokey for him and thankfully I will ride another 
day. The point here that I am trying to make is I understand 
of ill wills in others life, but you do not put others at risk 
because of it. Your addiction should not cost me my life, 
to have my husband become a widower, my children to 
have no mother and my granddaughter to lose her Nana. 
For your family and friends who now have to bail you out 
and pay the impound for your car. To help you with your 
legal troubles. To try and get you into another rehab. Just 
maybe next time you will think about not becoming overly 
tired to the point you get behind the wheel of any vehicle, 
you will think before you drink or drug up. The outcome 
of this incident could have been far worse; this letter could 
have come from one of my loved ones, because of your 
inability to SEE.
Sincerely
Newbee
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The Biking Life in Pictures
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Upcoming Events
Weekly Events

Monday Pasta House - Bike Night 4660 N Illinois, 
Fairview Heights, IL Chill here after the weekend 

Tuesday Bike Night the Third Tuesday of the 
Month at Down on the Corner n Hwy 96 in 

Marcelline, IL 
Tuesday Two Wheel Tuesday at N0-Jacks on IL 

159 in Smithton, IL 
Wednesday CTs Night Bike Ride Call Paul at 

Dave Mungenast Motorsports for info 
Wednesday Bike Night KJs Saloon on S Illinois, 

Belleville, IL 
Wednesday Bike Night at Hot Shots South 

County on Union across from South County 
Center 

Wednesday Show-Mes Wingsday Bike Fest 
Fairview Heights location on Lincoln Highway 

only  
Wednesday Bike Night at Jamm IN 4653 Gravois 

Rd, House Springs, MO 
Thursdays STUNNA Thursdays At Paradise 1, 

615 Missouri St East St Louis, IL  
Thursdays Bike Night at Bikers Corner at 1924 N 

Vandeventer Ave in St Louis, MO 
Thursday Thursday Night Bikers Delight special 
for bikers all day and night at PTs Showclub in 

Centreville, IL 
Thursdays Road Kill Dinner Rides depart 

Charots of Fire in Moscow Mills, MO at 6:00 PM 
Thursdays Bike Night at Chuck-A-Burger St 

Charles 3150 Elm Pointe Industrial Dr., St 
Charles, MO 63301 

Thursdays Hardriders call their hotline (314) 
340-2000 for info 

Thursdays Bike Night at Geos Wings and More 
on West Main in Belleville, IL from 6:30 to 10 
Friday Bike Night at Fatboys in DeSoto, MO 

Saturday Every third Saturday  shop ride from 
Forever Endeavor in Eureka, MO

July
4th LAMA 4th Of July Food Ride sign up 10:30 to 
12:30 at St Louis Area Food Bank, 70 Corporate Woods 
Dr 
5th 5th Annual Firecracker Benefit Poker Run sign up 
11 to noon at the fairivew Heights, IL VFW benefits the 
Fisher House 
11th 2nd Cooter Pullam Memorial Poker Run sign up 
10 to noon at Sit-N-Bull in New Memphis 
10th Bush Pilots 4th of July Party at the clubhouse 
Central and Union in Alton, IL 6 PM 
11th ABATE Rodeo Cottage Hills VFW sign up 4 yo 5 
12th Dream Weavers Poker Run sign up noon to 2 at 

Ted’s Motorcycle World in Alton,  
11th Poker Run for MDA Registration 12:30 to 2:00 
at Litchfield Fire Station put on by the Road Riders for 
Jesus amd the Litchfield Fire Dept 
 
11th 9th Annual Brothers Ride ride leaves at noon from 
Billys Place 3339 Camp Jackson Rd Cahokia, IL 
12th Indiana Ride for Kids sign up at Pinhook Park 
2801 Riverside Dr South Bend, In Starting at 8:00 AM 
ride leaves at 10:00 AM 
12th Williamson County Shrine Poker Run sign up 10 
to noon at Williamson County Shrine Club 3 miles north 
of Marion, IL on hwy 37 
12th FORR Local 24 Summer Poker Run sign up noon 
to 1 at Gringos on South Broadway 
18th Trent Terry Poker Run  sign up 11 to noon at 
Steves Customs in Johnston City, IL 
18th Johnny Utah Run and Benefit sign up noon to 1 at 
the SJMC Clubhouse 
18th Fisher House Benefit Poker Run sign up Teds 
Motorcycle World Alton, IL from 11 to 1 PM 
18th Vets Benefit Marble Run sign up at Teds or Freize 
HD for ride to Old Shawneetown, IL 
19th Vietanm Vets MC Annual Poker Run sign up 10 
to noon at Docs Harley Davidson 
19th Lincoln Circuit Tour Ride Departing from Urbana 
at Carle Park 9:00AM and ending at Coles Shelby 
County line marker 
19th Red Knights 1 Poker Run sign up noon to 2 at 
Teds Motorcycle World 
25th Danas Dream sign up at El Forastero C.H. on 
South Broadway St. Louis ends at Fatboys Desoto Mo. 
Big Swag will be back  
25th Hot Summer Nights Bike Wash at the Cellar 
Room on Broadway in Alton, IL 3 PM till ??? 
25th Outlanders Ice Cream Run sign up noon to 1 at 
Teds Motorcycle World 
26th Midwest Motorcycle Outdoor Swap Meet at 
Jacks Iron Horse Bar and Grill in Bridgeton, MO free 
admission 10 to 4 
26th St Francois Co LAVFW Post 2346 4th Annual 
Bike Show sign up 10 to 2 399 W Oak St, Desloge, MO 
Sponsored by Statesmen MC 
26th Skyriders Poker Run sign up noon to 2 at Teds 
Motorcycle World

August
6th - 10th The Moving Wall Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Freeburg, IL Recreation Park
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Summer Heat 
By John Skala 

Early Sunday morning on June 21, it officially became 
summer. However, here in St Louis, the weather doesn’t 
feel the need to follow the calendar when making 
changes. The high temp for the day started hitting the 
90’s four days before that and as we go to press, it is 
forecast to be in the mid to high 90’s for the first week of 
summer which is about 10 degrees higher than the 
historical average for this time. 

High humidity along with high temperatures creates a 
higher heat index or “feels like” temperature. A shade 
heat index of 90 – 105 is considered the Extreme Caution 
range. A heat index of 105 or higher is the Danger range 
where a heat advisory is issued. 

So, what does all this mean to you as you ride your bike 
through the summer heat? How can you protect yourself 
from the effects of a high heat index number? 

The human body stays cool through the evaporation of 
sweat. This makes it very important that you stay 
hydrated by taking in plenty of fluids throughout the day 
when riding in high temperatures. It is not just how much 
you drink, but also what you drink and what you wear that 
has a big impact on how well your body will be able to 
deal with the heat. 

Drinking alcohol will absorb water that is needed for 
perspiration and drinks with caffeine will act as a diuretic 
that causes you to eliminate the water through urination 
instead of sweat. It is recommended that you drink water 
before you start to feel thirsty and drink 16 – 32 ounces 

per hour. If your urine is dark yellow in color or you are 
not peeing as often as normal, then you are not drinking 
enough water and you are becoming dehydrated. Eating 
hot and heavy meals should also be avoided because it 
causes more body heat that needs to be dissipated. 

In high temperatures, you should keep your skin covered 
with light colored lightweight material that will control the 
rate of evaporation while you are speeding down the 
road. You want to avoid dark colors and make sure that 
you do not insulate your body and keep the heat in. 
Clothing should allow controlled airflow to regulate the 
rate of evaporation. Wetting your T-shirt and controlling 
the airflow can help keep your body cooler than just 
sweating alone. 

It is important that you recognize the symptoms of 
hyperthermia before they become severe and take 
corrective actions. When riding hot weather look out for 
others in your group that may not notice the effects on 
themselves. 

Heat cramps - Painful muscle cramps and spasms, usually 
in muscles of legs and abdomen. Heavy sweating. 

Heat exhaustion - Heavy sweating, weakness, cool skin, 
pale, and clammy. Weak pulse. Normal temperature 
possible. Possible muscle cramps, dizziness, fainting, 
nausea, and vomiting.

Heat stroke - Altered mental state. Possible throbbing 
headache, confusion, nausea, and dizziness. High body 
temperature (106°F or higher). Rapid and strong pulse. 
Possible unconsciousness. Skin may be hot and dry, or 
person may be sweating. Get medical help immediately.

The Heat Index 

Air

Temp Relative Humidity (percentage) 

(°F) 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 100

105° 109 113 118 123 129 135 142 149

100° 101 104 107 110 115 120 126 132 138 144 150

95° 94 96 98 101 104 107 110 114 119 124 130 136 140 150

90° 88 90 91 93 95 96 98 100 102 106 109 113 117 122 126 131

85° 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 93 95 97 99 102 105 108

80° 77 78 79 79 80 81 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90

Heatstroke risk extremely high Heat exhaustion possible

Heat exhaustion likely, heatstroke possible Fatigue possible 
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There Is Nobody Bigger Hearted 
Than Bikers

By Sherry Noles Giger

“There is nothing more sobering than spending New Years 
Eve in St. Louis Children’s Hospital,” says Paula Loehrer as she 
chokes back the tears for her granddaughter Autumn Broderick.

Anyone who has stopped in at Shane & Wiese’s Bar and 
Grill in St. Peters, MO., when Patty Copeland is working has heard 
of Princess Autumn. She is Wiese’s great granddaughter that was 
diagnosed with Neuroblastoma on New Years Day. The family 
was devastated when the doctors at St. Louis Children’s Hospital 
delivered the news.

At only 1½ year old, Autumn was a tiny eighteen pounds, 
but her check-ups indicated she was in good health, until, she fell 
down when she got tangled up with her dog. Her mother, Lauren 
Hutchens, took her to Urgent Care for an x-ray on her lower leg that 
showed there were no broken bones.

But it did not heal. Again, they went to the doctor and 
everything looked fine.  “Then Autumn developed a limp that looked 
like her hip was out of socket,” says Paula, Autumn’s grandmother.

On New Years Eve, Lauren and Paula bundled up Autumn 
and took her to BJC at Progress West. This time, Autumn was 
x-rayed from the hip down. The x-ray revealed a tumor on her 
thighbone and they were referred to St. Louis Children’s hospital.

Autumn was admitted on New Years day for a CAT 
Scan, more tests and x-rays. The day wore on and time crept by 
as they waited for results. Finally, the doctor arrived to deliver the 
diagnosis…‘it is cancer…we will know more next week.’ 

Every parent’s nightmare-‘my baby has cancer’.
Autumn was scheduled for surgery the following day 

to remove the tumor on her thighbone. The doctor’s suspicion of 
Neuroblastoma was confirmed one week later when they received 
the results of the tests.  “That was the longest week of my life,” 
says Paula.

Unfortunately, Autumn’s diagnosis was stage 4s of 
Neuroblastoma. The cancer had spread throughout her body and 
two more tumors needed to be removed. “She had a tumor the size 
of a golf ball on her adrenal gland,” says Paula. “And another tumor 
the size of a baseball, was removed from her abdomen between her 
kidney and liver.”

Autumn has endured seven rounds of chemotherapy that 
requires her to stay in the hospital for seven to ten days each. Often 
the chemotherapy depletes her immune system to the point that 
she has to stay in isolation. “We have to scrub down before we go 
into the room to see her,” says Paula with a quivery voice. “The 
confinement is so very difficult for a two year old. Over the last 
six months, she has been in the hospital more than she has been 
home.”

When Autumn is home any threat of an illness or fever 
sends them running to the hospital. She also receives blood platelets 
almost every week and is monitored constantly for any change. 
“We are there so much that we get to know the other parents,” says 
Paula.

The parents often look to each other for support. 
“Sometimes you will see a parent that is upset; and you learn that 
they have little time left with their child,” says Paula. “It is heart 
breaking.”

With the onslaught of her daughter’s cancer, Lauren 
enrolled Autumn into a study program for aggressive treatment and 
Autumn was selected. Currently she is in the first step of a Tandem 
Transplant. Autumn’s cancer was throughout her body but cancer 
free stem cells were extracted from Autumn’s bone marrow. The 
stem cells are transplanted to help her body grow cancer free cells 
for healing. She will be in isolation for six to eight weeks, undergo 
a round of chemotherapy, then a second transplant followed by 
another six to eight weeks of isolation, two weeks of radiation and 
lastly, the cancer fighting drug accutane. 

At 22 years old, Lauren is a single mom with tremendous 
strength. Her dedication and love for her daughter has kept her at 
Autumn’s side, night and day, for six months.  Whether sleeping in 
a chair or on a cot, she smiles, gives kisses, sings songs and makes 
jokes. She remembers the way life was and prays for a bright future 
ahead.

But all of her dedication has a price-and she needs help. 
Lauren has not been able to work since January and the bills are 
piling-up. Her dream of finishing nursing school is on the back 
burner and she often wonders where the money will come from to 
put gas in the car for the next trip to the hospital. 

But, there is an angel watching over Lauren and Autumn-
and her name is Patty.

As soon as Patty learned about the difficulties that Lauren 
is facing she started trying to find a way to help. “I did not realize 
that Medicaid does not cover over the counter medications or some 
of the other stuff that Autumn needs,” says Patty. “Plus they need 
every day necessities. We need to raise some money to help them.”

 Patty started thinking about the people she knows-caring 
people-bikers. Her husband Ed is a member of the Blue Knights and 
nobody loves a party more than bikers (or Patty). “Besides, there 
is nobody bigger hearted than bikers-especially when it comes to 
kids,” says Patty. 

With the endorsement of the Blue Knights and the 
Professional Firefighters of Eastern Missouri, Patty has organized a 
poker run on Sunday July 12th, 2009, to benefit Autumn Broderick. 
Registration is 8-10 a.m. at Shane and Wiese’s Bar & Grill, 4 Main 
Street, St. Peters, MO. The cost is $25/driver or $10/rider. The 
ride will end at the Firefighters Hall, 115 McMenamy Road, St. 
Peters, MO. (If you cannot attend the ride come for the fundraiser 
party). The Bar-b-que is from 3-7p.m. Salt Creek Band will start at 
5-5:30.
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An Inkling

Thought I might share this with you.  I’m very 
proud of the father I never met.  He served 
in the Navy during WWII and was highly deco-
rated.  He died in 1971 and I did not find out 
who he was until two months ago.  This is not 
a very feminine tat for a gal, but I don’t care.  
It’s my tribute to him and all the military 
people who have served our great country.  
(Tattoo by JBORG at Cyborg Studios Tattoo in 
Camdenton, MO) 

Regards,

Linda

Send in your tattoo like Linda did and 

you may  find it here

(217) 324 - 5248
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