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Letter From the Publisher
By Jim Furey

The start of yet another year, how cool is that? I am pretty 
sure this one has to be better for most of us than the last one. I 
couldn’t help notice as I delivered magazines in December 
the businesses that were shutting their doors. I know in 
these times that is not uncommon but in November and 
December it is. These are months when most businesses 
are making hay. These are the months that help them to 
keep the doors open during the rest of the year.

I take pride though in the fact that over the course of years 
very few of our advertisers have went this route. Although 
the reality is you are the ones who help them to keep going 
when you patronize them because you see them on our 
pages. I once again ask you to support those that allow 
us to keep bringing you this magazine. As you are all 
aware this magazine is still a freebie it is only that way 
because of our advertisers. They are the ones who pay the 
freight. Another thing I take pride in is the loyalty of our 
advertisers, we have very little turnover. Typically they 
have approached us about advertising and then they have 
seen how you support our advertisers so they stay.

There are a number of good and loyal people who work to 
keep us supplied with pictures and stories. I think we have 
some of the best writers around. Nobody covers racing 
like Killer Miller, probably because he has raced. He can 
give insights and a feel for the scene that no one else can. 
Rocker Votrain has a knack for finding the story that is just 
a little different and bringing it to life. Trish Riney tells 
you about some the best in local rallies and events. She 
has been attending events for years, no Johnny come lately 
here so when she gives you the lowdown on an event you 
know she is comparing it to some of the best in the land.

One last thing I take pride in is all the nice things you the 
readers say to us. Your comments are truly appreciated. I 
know some like to talk about awards they have won and 
we have won awards. But I take greater pride in some of 
the other things we have been given. On my office wall is 
an embroidered Harley type shield someone gave us years 
ago with our name in it. Another thing I treasure is the 
electric cooler members of the biker establishment gave 
me years ago. I do not get to use it as often as I’d like but 
to know that others noticed what I try to do to help the 
community and then took up a collection to get this is one 
of those things that make this all worthwhile. I will end 
with thanking all of you for once again allowing us to be 
part of your biking life.
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Hard Tail Humor

Hospital regulations require a wheel chair for patients 
being discharged. However, while working as a student 
nurse, I found one elderly gentleman already dressed and 
sitting on the bed with a suitcase at his feet, who insisted 
he didn’t need my help to leave the hospital. 

After a chat about rules being rules, he reluctantly let me 
wheel him to the elevator. 

On the way down I asked him if his wife was meeting 
him.
 
‘I don’t know,’ he said ‘She’s still upstairs in the bathroom 
changing out of her hospital gown.’

If girls with big boobs work at Hooters then where do 
women with only one leg work? I HOP.

A little old man shuffled slowly into an ice cream parlor 
and pulled himself slowly, painfully, up onto a stool.. After 
catching his breath, he ordered a banana split. 
The waitress asked kindly, ‘Crushed nuts?’ 
‘No ,’ he replied, ‘Arthritis.’
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Footprint

I was reading an article on cars the other day 
and the main point they were trying to make was the 
size of the carbon foot print we are leaving on our 
environment.  I guess I am leaving a big carbon foot 
print because last week I pumped $86.00 in gas in 
my truck and today it is empty.  The Harley will go 
almost a month on that much gas, but it’s been too 
cold to ride.  I don’t know if I am getting softer or 
wiser in my old age, but I know I am leaving a good-
sized carbon foot print wherever I go.

Looking back over the past  years I was 
thinking about the people who have left a foot print in 
my life that are no longer here.  Phil Tolliver, Lonnie 
Stallman and Kurt Myers are just a few that come to 
mind.  I know that these guys were not perfect, but 
they tried hard to live the life they talked about.  I 
know I am a better man having known these men.   

I hope that the influence that each of us make 
on a day-to-day basis would leave a lasting impression 
for those we work with, live with, and love to help 
each of them make the right decisions in their futures.  
We’ve very aware of this as we raise children, but the 
job doesn’t stop once they hit 21.  We are an example 
for someone until the day we die.

Jesus asked that we following Him and he 
tells us in John 13:15, “I have set you an example that 
you should do as I have done for you.”  We know we 
should act better than we do, but feel that striving for 
perfection is a little too high.  The apostle Paul serves 
as another great example for us.  As a young man he 
persecuted Christians – he put them to death.  But, 
he met the Lord on the road to Damascus, he turned 
his whole life around.  He became the spokesman for 
God and Jesus and spent years traveling, preaching, 

praying, and spreading the “Good News” of Jesus 
Christ.  His letters give us encouragement and set the 
example that each of us should follow.  1 Timothy 
4:12 reminds us, “Don’t let anyone look down on you 
because you are young, but set an example for the 
believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and 
in purity.”  We have to remember that we are setting 
an example for our children and grandchildren, our 
brothers and our sisters, sometimes our parents, and 
everyone we meet along the way. 

Every New Year we make resolutions to do 
something different or better.  May we suggest that 
you take a look at the influence you have on others 
lives and see if there is some change you want to 
make?  Are you helping or hurting the futures of 
others by the decisions you make and the example 
you leave?

Most of all, I want to encourage you to get your 
life right with God and come to know his Son, Jesus.  
Your future, your life, and the lives of each of your 
family members depends on it.  If you don’t know 
how to start your conversation with God,  contact any 
Christian biker at your next event, call me at 314-434-
2282 or e-mail me at h2osjk@prodigy.net; or you can 
contact the Missouri State Coordinator, Ray (Linda) 
Ward, wardscma@yahoo.com , 636-274-0998 or e 
Illinois State Coordinator, Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-
629-8938, vdBrown77@aol.com.

Jim and Kathy Waters 
Christian Motorcyclists Association
Good News Riders, St. Louis, MO  
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2011 Riding Season
By Rocker 

With 8 inches of snow on the ground and temperatures 
hanging in the 20’s and wind chills on the minus side it’s 
hard to imagine in a few short weeks we could have the 
beginning of this years riding season. 
Me, I really can’t wait. 
The stress of not being able to get out and do things is 
driving me nuts. In the warmer months I use my bike and 
a nice ride as therapy. Like the saying goes “Some need a 
psychiatrist, but for me, give me my bike and a stretch of 
open road.” There is nothing I know of that can clear your 
head faster or put things in better perspective than a nice 
ride.
But just as quickly everything can change. Some one 
comes into a curve too hot, or hits an animal, or for some 
other reason winds up in an accident. What do you do? 
Experts say the first hour is the Golden hour. That means 
that length of time is critical in diagnosing, stabilizing, 
and transporting the injured person for hospital treatment. 
You may be in a position where you are the first responder 
before the ambulance can even be called. Do you know 
what to do? 
Last season Tink and I were out on Baby exploring some 
highways I had not ridden before. We turned onto Missouri 
72 and was entering the curves by Lake Killarney heading 
East. We had just gotten through a curve when I saw there 
was a pickup truck west bound partially in my lane and 
nosed up against the rock retaining wall. First impulse 
was to get past this idiot and be on our way. As we swung 
wide I noticed (1) this was an accident scene and (2), the 
young man inside was thrashing. I told Tink we were 
going to stop and found a place just a short distance past 
the accident. Tink called 911 as I went to assist the driver 
who was in Gran mal seizers. The truck doors were locked 
and the motor was running. The driver had his foot on the 
foot feed and the engine was screaming wide open. I knew 
I had to act fast for fear of the truck blowing the engine 
and starting a fire or catching traction and lurching threw 
the rock wall and plunging into the lake. As I tried to force 
the sliding windows at the back of the cab others pulled 
over to assist or look on. One man suggested breaking 
out a small back window with a large stone. He did break 
the window and found the door release. I got the drivers 
door open turned off the key and began calmly talking to 

the still thrashing driver. 
Telling help was here and an 
ambulance was on the way 
all the while checking for 
blood and other injuries as 
best I could and beginning 
the process of assessing the 

situation. The rule I was taught, do not restrain someone 
in seizure. Instead try to protect them from hurting them 
selves do not put your fingers in their mouths to try to 
hold their tongue because your liable to wind up without 
fingers. The young man came out of seizure and was in a 
confused and anxious state as expected. I explained what 
had happened to him as I knew it just as Tink had reached 
the 911 operator. We were passing information back and 
forth . After a few minutes the police and ambulance 
arrived. I passed on all the information I had gotten about 
the accident and the moments following and then quietly 
disappeared into the background and to the bike. The young 
man was lucky. No serious injuries. But what if there had 
been, would anyone have known what to do? 
Here is the scenario;
Your out with your Bro’s riding along when someone has 
an accident. From that second on things speed up. What do 
you do? Can you leave him to go get help? Who are you 
going to send? What should they tell Mr. or Mrs. Farmer 
when they knock at the door... Do you remove the helmet? 
How do you do that? What about if there is blood? 
I hope this helps answer those questions... 
Here are some of the most important things to remember;
Psychological Management’’. At an accident site, peoples’ 
adrenaline will be going full-blast and the most important 
thing is for at least one person to keep calm and to think. 
REMAIN CALM... THINK!
The first thing you need to do when arriving on an accident 
scene is to stop, take two deep breaths to help you remain 
calm. This is especially important for those of us who fit 
the `bad biker’ image well; the sight of us being overly 
excited would not be terribly reassuring to anyone. 
Anyway, the idea of psychological management is that all 
the other people who are pumped and want to help will do 
whatever they are told to do by a calm person who seems to 
be in control and knows what he or she is doing. If you’re 
excited and out of control as well, everyone will run around 
wasting precious time in an unorganized fashion (not to be 
confused with everyone running around wasting precious 
time in an organized fashion, mind you). 
An accident scene can be a hectic place with a lot of things 
going on at once. It is important to keep safety in mind; if 
you are helping someone lying in the middle of the road 
and a semi comes barreling down on both of you, you 
aren’t going to do that person much good. 

continued on pg12
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a. Traffic 
If people are available, get someone up road and down 
road to wave down traffic. This is especially important in 
tight twisties where they may not have time to stop after 
seeing the accident site. 

b. Hazardous material spills (gas, oil, brake fluid) 
People and vehicles will slip on this stuff. If ambulance 
personnel slip on oil while carrying the victim, it is bad. 
Either clean it off the road or indicate to everyone where 
it is. 
c. Power lines 
If power lines are down around or near the victim, 
ambulance crews may not be able to get near the person 
until they are shut off. It is important to call the local utility 
company to get these live wires turned off at the same time 
an ambulance is called. If the ambulance arrives and they 
are still live, they will have to call the utility company and 
wait for them to come out, wasting a lot of precious time 
in the Golden Hour. 

d. Fire 
People who smoke tend to light up under stress. Ask these 
people to either extinguish their smokes or move away 
from the flammable materials and/or bikes. It is easy to 
forget something obvious like this in a stressful situation 
like an accident scene. 

e. Safety circle 
Establish a few people around the immediate accident 
scene to help direct traffic, to point out fluid spills, and to 
warn people who may want to light up. 
If you must send someone to a phone send a woman. They 
are less likely to be turned away costing precious time. 
They should ask to call 911 and tell the operator there has 
been a motorcycle accident with the number of victims. 
Because generally, one serious victim, one ambulance. 
Stay calm

2 U-ABCC Best-trained individual (medically-wise) 
attends to victim (U-ABCC) 
The person with the most training (first aid, CPR, etc.) 
attends directly to the victim. Assuming the victim is lying 
on the ground, this person should sit behind their head 
and should stabilize his or her head to avoid unnecessary 
movement (i.e. hold their head still). Assume the person 
has a back/neck injury and any unnecessary movement 
could risk paralysis. 
This person should be doing ``U-ABCC’’ at the arrival on 
the scene and every 5 minutes thereafter 

U= Urgency 
Try to determine if the person’s injuries are (a) minor or 

(b) major, i.e. urgent. If unsure, it is urgent. 

A =Airway 
Is there something to impede their airway? Gravel in 
the helmet, something down the throat? This needs to 
be cleared immediately, without helmet removal if at all 
possible. 

B =Breathing 
Is the person breathing? Determined by listening, watching 
their chest, feeling for breath, etc. 

C= Circulation 
Check the pulse on the throat initially and subsequently on 
their wrist. This is the carotid artery, right next to the wind 
pipe/adam’s apple on either side. If pulse is not present, 
remove helmet if necessary and begin CPR immediately. 
When checking pulse on their wrist, do not check with 
thumb; use the two fingers next to the thumb.
 
C =Cervical Spine Immobilization 
Support the victim’s head and make sure they don’t move 
it. CONSIDER EVERY MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT A 
HEAD INJURY, CONSIDER EVERY MOTORCYCLE 
ACCIDENT A CERVICAL/BACK INJURY! This is 
important even if they feel they can move their head 
normally! When you talk to the victim initially, add on a 
short bit to reassure them; 
``You’ve been in a motorcycle accident. It is important that 
you don’t move. My name is Jason. Answer me without 
moving your head. We don’t know if you have a neck 
injury or not. An ambulance is on the way.’’ 
3) The three questions -- Who are you/Where are you/
What time of day is it? 
4) AMPLE --the way to remember this is to remember 
that ``There is AMPLE time to document this before the 
ambulance arrives.’’ Again, this will be very helpful to the 
paramedics if the victim passes out. 
A Are you allergic to anything? 
M Are you on any medications? Street drugs? 
P What’s your past medical history? 
L Last meal - when did you eat last? 
(will help anesthesiologist if one is necessary) 
E What were the events leading up to the injury? 
Document the mechanisms of injury. If the doctors and 
paramedics have some idea how accident occurred, it will 
give them better ideas on what kind of injuries to look for. 
Did the person low-side and slide for a while on one of 
their sides? Did they go over the bars? Did they head-butt 
a solid object, such as a car? If they went over the bars, 
is there any obvious damage to the tank/handlbars which 
might indicate they hit the lower abdomen/groin area? 
This kind of stuff could help the doctors/paramedics. 

continued on pg 14
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If breathing is taking place normally, LEAVE HELMET 
ON! 
It is very dangerous to remove someone’s helmet if they 
have some type of cervical/back injury. The only time it 
should be removed is if the airway is blocked and cannot 
be cleared with the helmet on or if it is necessary to perform 
CPR. 
Helmet removal procedure if airway blocked or no 
respiratory action. 
This is the method recommended by the American College 
of Orthopedic Surgeons. It requires two people. 
Remove glasses and unbuckle the chinstrap. One person 
should be to the side of the head of the victim and the other 
person should be directly behind the head of the victim, 
stabilizing the head to avoid excess movement.
The person on the side puts one hand behind the victim’s 
head supporting at the base of the skull (not on helmet). 
They put their other hand on the jaw bone/chin (again, 
not on helmet). They will be supporting the head, so it is 
important to get a good solid grip. Keep some tension in 
the arms so that if the person pulling the helmet slips the 
victim’s head won’t drop. 
The person sitting behind the head will then slowly pull 
the helmet directly back and off of the head. Watch out for 
catching the nose on the chin-guard on full-face helmets, 
as well as ears and earrings. 
After the helmet is off, put a leather jacket or something 
under the head of the victim! If the person supporting their 
head lets go, their head will drop a good 4 inches or so. 
This would not be good. If possible, it would be best to 
have a third person ready with something to place under 
the victim’s head once the helmet is off. 
After the helmet is off, the person behind the head 
should again hold the victim’s head to promote cervical 
immobilization. 
AGAIN, THIS IS ONLY TO BE USED IN SITUATIONS 
WHERE THERE IS NO OTHER OPTION! Leave the 
helmet on until the ambulance personnel arrive if at all 
possible! 
Recently I joined the Rescue Riders. And organization of 
volunteers who in case of an emergency can act as first 
responders (http://rescueriders.org). 
What you need is a desire to help in an accident or 
emergency situation. And you must complete the Rescue 
Rider join form, have the skills to allow you to provide 
first aid based on your training and comfort level, carry a 
first aid kit & supplies and identify your self as a Rescue 
Rider. Just that simple....
 As always.
Ride safe, 
Ride free, 

Ride for a reason....  
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Swapping on the River
By Jim Furey

There is an old saying; I know old sayings because well 
I am old. It goes something like this build a better mouse 
trap and the world will beat a path to your door. It seems 
this adage has been proven true at least with respect to 
Midwest Motorcycle Swap Meets. Like it says on our 
website “I had seen the depths to which some swap meets 
had fallen” and I decided to do something about it. My first 
event which I did with the help of Gary Tyler of Chopper 
Chairs fame was in Collinsville, IL. Though it was a first 
time event, the weather was rotten and most of the law 
enforcement officials in southern Illinois were there, it was 
a huge success.

Then we had a free one at Cadillac Jack’s to thank you for 
your support this turned out well. I put on events in Hannibal, 
MO, Springfield, IL and once again at Cadillac Jack’s this 
past summer but always I was looking for another venue 
in or near the Saint Louis area. Then late this summer I 

was riding with some friends and 
we made a stop at one of the River 
Roads favorite watering holes, The 
Loading Dock. It so happened that 
this was one of their flea market 
weekends and it all became clear 
to me. The boat works connected to 
The loading Dock was the perfect 
place to hold a swap meet. It was 
already a well known destination 
to all bikers. The building was big 
enough in fact there are more rooms 
we can use next time and right next 
door to the sap meet was a place for 
the attendees could get whatever 
they wanted with respect to food 
and drink.

I contacted the people in charge 
of renting the space, but before I made any commitment 
I talked to Mayor Thompson to make sure this event 
would be welcome in Grafton, IL. The mayor was very 
accommodating and said he would support the event fully. 
With this knowledge it was time to set up the date and 
rent the facility. I decided upon November 7, though the 
boat works building is not heated I checked and the typical 
temperature for this time of year was approximately 60 
degrees so I figured we would be good. Then it was time 
to contact my vendors, some wondered where exactly this 
place was and one had trouble finding Grafton, MO but 
after they all arrived they knew as I did that this was a 
place mean for a swap meet.

Joy and I got to the building Saturday and immediately 
started marking off the spots. Oh no Jim did you sell too 
many spots again. I have never done that yet. Vendors 
started arriving right at three and we showed them to their 
respective spots. We had several new vendors this time, 
folks I had been trying to get to come to one of my events 
and finally they came. I almost lost a couple of them when 

Continued on pg 18
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they thought I was another promoter but when they found 
whose show it really was they jumped back in.  

Finally the day arrived would Mother Nature cooperate 
would you show up; these are the things all event 
promoters worry about in those final hours before a show. 
Well we filled the building up with vendors and at eight 
o’clock you started coming out. The amazing thing was 
you came all day we still had people coming in at three 
PM some seven hours later. If you have been o many swap 
meets you know after about one they are emptying out 
not so with this event. They came and came and came; 
the truly awesome thing about it was that by coming as 
you did everybody had a chance to shop. The aisles were 
constantly full but not so full you couldn’t get to see the 
wares of the sellers. 

This was a fantastic mix of vendors, there was truly 
only on big leather vendor several others vendors had a 
small amount but this was no dead cow emporium. Like 
out slogan says “We have the parts you want.” This was 
certainly a fact here. Not only did we have lots of parts 
but it was not the professional part vendors it was small 
shops and individuals selling what they no loner needed or 
another way to say it is it was an old school swap meet. 

It was obvious that you enjoyed the event as well by having 

it at The Loading Dock attendees could take a break and 
go sit out by the water and enjoy what ended up being a 
beautiful day In fact the temperatures topped out near 70 
degrees that day so al in all it was perfect. When you ask 
is the next Midwest Motorcycle Swap Meet well it just 
happens to be January 23 back at the Admiral Coontz Rec 
Center in Hannibal, MO. This promises to be even better 
then last years which was the biggest event Hannibal had 
ever had outside the Missouri State HOG Rally. We are 
getting some new vendors for this event to some shops 
from Iowa who came to the event last year want to get in 
on the action this year. I hope to see you here.

Finally I would like to thank Mayor Thompson of Grafton, 
the Grafton Police Department who helped with security 
for the event and the fine people that run The Loading 
Dock. The hospitality you and your town showed to all 
who came for this event was tremendous. Together we 
were able to demonstrate that bikers can come together 
and have a good time and in case you are wondering we 
will be holding more swap meets at The Loading Dock in 
2011 so watch the pages of the magazine for the when and 
where.
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Shriners Ride to Help Children
By Jim Furey

The Shriners do some of the greatest charity work ever. 
They provide medical treatment for free to children who 
otherwise would not have access to this level of care 
anywhere. A friend of mine has a daughter who benefited 
tremendously from the treatment she was given at the 
Shriners Hospital. 

Unlike so many charities though Shriners, relies mainly 
on volunteers from the members of their local temple. 
There are some that get paid at the highest levels but for 
the most part the only compensation these volunteers get 
is to see some of the children walk again or show a smile 
that would light up a room.

The Moolah Shrine started a ride and bike show fundraiser 
a six years ago and it has been successful but if just one 
time they would not get rain or excessive heat maybe they 
could raise the kind of money necessary to help many of 
these children. This year’s event was September 19 and the 
ride started from Gateway to the West Harley Davidson 
as it has the last three years. This dealership supports the 
Shriners in a big way and our hats are off to them. Despite 

the inclement weather they had a good turnout for the 
ride. 

When the bikes returned it was time for the bike show. 
We were once again honored to be asked to judge the 
bike show. We have had bike shows with more entries but 
none with more enthusiasm, proud bike owners were out 
polishing on their machines and we had a couple of entries 
from some of the younger members of the audience as 
well. This was truly a family affair. The highlight of the 
day for me was a courageous young woman who was a 
patient at the hospital sent the riders off with a very nice 
rendition of the Star-Spangles Banner.

This young woman and her bravery in the face of her 
condition reminded me so much of the young lady that 
I knew. They are both an inspiration to me I have been 
known to think how tough I have it then you see someone 
who really has it tough and they act like it is nothing.

Plans are already underway for next year’s event which 
will once again be on the third Sunday in September and I 
urge you to make plans to join us on a great ride and a fun 
day and help some children to boot.
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Wide Open Show
By Jim Furey

It isn’t really the first robin of spring or Daytona 
Bike Week but hey when the Wide Open Bike Show 
comes to town can spring be far behind. I say hell no. 
This event has been going on for seven years now. It 
has been moved it has seen the wave of Pro-Street 
long and low roll back out to sea. Yet this show has 
continued to flourish.

This show is the brain child some might substitute 
another word there, of Wide Open magazine publisher 
Ralph Roades. Ralph is also an independent publisher 
no franchise crap for him. He says why own your own 
business when someone else can tell you how to run 
it.

Soon after starting Wide Open Ralph recognized a lack 
of big time bike shows in the Midwest particularly 
in Saint Louis. Saint Louis had had a big show at 
one time but for various reasons it was no longer 
happening. So Ralph did what all entrepreneurs do he 
started his own show. Kind of like well if EasyRider 

won’t go there I sure as hell will...

He has been rewarded for his foresight and we have 
been rewarded as well by getting to see some of the 
finest rolling sculptures the nation has to offer. As 
well as the work of local iconic builders like Bare 
Knuckle Choppers, Chariots of Fire, Pure Evil and 
Cutting Edge Cycles. 

He has brought in world renowned talent like the 
Full Throttle Saloon stars. Hey doesn’t that font look 
familiar oh no they wouldn’t do that. Last year’s 
show was affected by the economy like almost all 
shows were but that only inspired this promoter to try 
and come up with new innovations. Make your plans 
now because the traveling road show that is the Wide 
Open Motorcycle Show will be rolling into town 
the weekend of February 12th and 13th. Of course 
The Biking Life will be there and we look forward 
to seeing you all there to. Let’s all find out what new 
wrinkles there are for this year.
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Feeding the Hungry
By Killer Miller

For the past five years or so The Biking Life along with 
Kathleen and Squatty has been holding a food drive 
to benefit the Jefferson County Mission. Several years 
ago they moved to their current location in Desoto, 
Missour, Fatboys.  The purpose is to raise food, toys 
and money for the less fortunate that are helped by the 
Sardo family and the Jefferson county food bank and 
rescue mission. 

This is one of the most worthy causes we do because 
to help some one in need especially during  the holiday 
season is a great thing. It also get brownie points with 
Santa and Mrs. Clause both of whom were here. Now 
everyone knows that I love to ride, but not when its 15 
degrees, snowy and windy. So this year I took the car 
and made an appearance. 

Like I said we had Santa (2 of them), Jim and many club 
reps from the EFMC the Midwest Drifters, VNV MC 

the American Legion Riders, the Weasels , the Hellkats 
and the Tribe of Judah all sent people. When it was 
all said and done even the cold couldn’t keep us from 
having a good time and raising a fair amount of change 
for the cause. Thanks Jim from all of Farmington 
Charter (you know what for) and to the young man 
who won the 50/50 pot and then donated it back. Also 
to Fatboys and Kathleen and Squatty for all the work 
they do it making this happen now go a do good Killer 
by a warm fire.

Killer did a nice job on the story and Kathleen does go 
above and beyond to make this event a success. There 
is one thing she cannot control though the weather. It 
was one of the worst days of this year. I have done a 
lot of winter driving over the years and this is one of 
the few times I have driven on snow packed interstates 
other than in a blizzard. That in my opnion makes 
the turnout we had impressive. I want to add my own 
personal thanks to everyone who showed up and helped 
out this very worthy cause.
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Brian & Angela Tie the Knot
By Joy Furey

Weddings are always a time to celebrate, but some 
people definitely know how to celebrate better than 
others. Bikers really know how to party as evidenced 
by the wedding of Brian Britton and Angela Ianucci 
on November 20, 2010. 

Even though the day began overcast and chilly, the 
wedding was attended by the Band of Brothers and 
others who rode to watch the nuptials outside the 
Collinsville American Legion. An aisle for the bride 
was created by a double row of bikes. The bride 
looked lovely in a silver corset and skirt of satin. The 
groom wore mostly leather. Leather and lace!

Some weddings are a solemn exchange of ritualized 
vows. Not at this wedding! Brian and Angela 
wrote their own vows. The bride’s were touching 
and the groom’s were hysterically funny, a perfect 

combination, like the couple themselves. After much 
laughing, the couple was pronounced husband and 
wife and the wedding concluded with a kiss. Shortly 
thereafter, the bride and groom rode off to their 
reception at the Villa Hills American Legion where 
the celebration continued.

A heater under the white tent set up for the wedding 
party and guests kept everyone comfortable. Like 
other wedding receptions, there was food, beverages 
and cake. But this reception also featured the groom 
singing a song to the bride, and some interesting 
moves to retrieve a bit of cake spilled on the bride. 
Dancing, joking and visiting meant more fun and 
more laughter that lasted well into the evening. It was 
everything a wedding should be and promises a bright 
and happy future for the newlyweds. Congratulations 
and best wishes, Brian and Angela!
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Rendezvous Rolls On
By Al “Slow Talker” Wilson

This year the Gypsy Rendezvous activities were 
spread out over several months. Why not party 
several times rather than just one weekend also dates 
could not be agreed upon with Gateway Race Track, 
and the AHDRA causing there to be no local Harley 
drags which had been the cornerstone of this event.

On August 7 they had the ride and post party. This 
was an awesome ride and the party at the end really 
rocked courtesy of Trixie Delight. Then they also 
had a golf scramble on October 6, and of course 
the Veteran’s Day Parade ride and bike giveaway 
on November 6. All very worthy events and all of 
which benefit the USO. The Surdyke family has long 
supported this organization and we tip our hats to 
them for their continued support.

Oh wait I left out one event, oh yeah we were 
once again invited to help with the Annual Gypsy 
Rendezvous Bike Show which we readily agreed 
to. Heck I am a Vet and this benefits both Vets and 
current service members.

The bike show had a great turnout this year. The 
competition was very intense. I appreciate being 
asked to judge these shows but there are so many 
nice bikes out on the road today. Many of which 
are deserving of being recognized that it makes it 
difficult to choose the winners. I know some were 
unhappy with some of my choices but I could 
tell you that day why I chose one over another I 
probably cannot do that today.

We had some great winners though and we are 
looking to add some more classes next year so that 
more of these bikes can be recognized. However 
whether one wins or loses in a show like this is not 
really the important thing, the important thing is that 
you are doing something to benefit others. In this 
case something to benefit those who put their lives 
on the line every day for you and me. Alright maybe 
not everyone puts their life on the line but they all 
have a contract with the government that says they 
will if need be.

So I thank all of you who participated this year and 
I promise you next year’s show will be bigger and 
better.
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Custom City Cycle
221 St Francois
Florissant, MO
 63031

(314) 837-8940

WWW.CUSTOMCITYCYCLE-STL.COM



Midwest Motorcycle 
 Swap Meet

Sunday April 3, 2011
THE LOADING DOCK

400 Front Street 
Grafton, IL 62037

 Doors Open At 10 AM Til 4 PM 
What: Motorcycle Swap Meet, Featuring Bikes, 

Parts For All Brands, Painters, Leather Apparel

Admission: $5
Early Bird starts at 8:00 AM and is $8

All Are Welcome But
NO ATTITUDES 

Limited Vendor Spots Available $45 For a 10 by 10
For More Information Call

(618) 531-0432 or (314) 322-7883 Or
VISIT WWW.MIDWESTMOTORCYCLESWAPMEET.COM

Sponsored By Your
Friends At 
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The Biking Life in Pictures

and   Thebikinglife.com

Other ways you can keep up with jim 

though that is not near as difficult as 

it once was are on Facebook Jim Furey

or become a fan of the biking life
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(217) 324 - 5248



Upcoming Events

Weekly Events
Tuesday Bike Night the Third Tuesday of 
the Month at Down on the Corner n Hwy 96 in 
Marcelline, IL 
Wednesday Show-Mes Wingsday Bike Fest 
Fairview Heights and Lemay Ferry locations only  
Wednesday Ryders Inn Bike Night at Ryders Inn 
in Highland, IL food and drink specials  
Wednesday Shannon’s Pub Bike Night at at 
Shannon’s i Tilden, IL 
Wednesdays Fallen Kings MC Bike Night at Mary 
Etta’s, 2902 Keokuk St Louis, MO 
Wednesday PT’s Showclub Bike Night at PTs 
Showclub in Centreville, IL  
Thursdays STUNNA Thursdays At Paradise 1, 
615 Missouri St East St Louis, IL (618) 482-5578 DJ 
Thursdays Bike Night at Bikers Corner at 1924 N 
Vandeventer Ave in St Louis, MO 
Thursdays Hardriders call their hotline (314) 340-
2000 for info 
Thursdays Bike Night at Rum Runners in 
Farmington, MO 
Thursdays Bike Night at Geos Wings and More 
on West Main in Belleville, IL from 6:30 to 10 
Thursdays Crown Royals M/C Bikers Night Out 
Blues Alley 9053 Riverview St Louis 
Friday Bikes, Beers and Bonfires at Chasers on 
Dutch Hollow Rd. $1.50 Dom LN 
Friday Weekend Kickstart Party at Cadillac Jacks 
on St Charles Rock Rd in Bridgeton, MO live music  
Saturday Scandalous Satrurday Bike Night at 
Fatboys in DeSoto, MO 
Sunday Sundowner Sundays at TRs Place in 
Belleville, IL 

January
1st  Polar Bear Plunge at Smitty’s on the Marina in 
New Athens, IL
9th Piasa Gateway ABATE Snowball Poker Run 
see flyer for details 
23rd Midwest motorcycle Swap Meet Admiral 
Coontz Recreation Center in Hannibal, MO 
29th Winter Blows Indoor Swap Meet and Bike 
Show at Fairmount Park, IL hosted by ChaosNation.
net 

Killer’s Rant 
By Killer Miller

Well dear reader it has been a long and high mileage year. 
As it comes to a close I’ve had  a lot of really good times and 
a lot of really great events have gone under red’s wheels. 
This year also a lot of bummers have occurred, I have been 
to way too many funerals this year RIP to all my friends 
and family who have passed brothers and others may you 
ride where the roads never have construction cones. 

If you haven’t noticed by now Killer didn’t get a whole 
lot put in and that’s ok. Because Killer has become a club 
member and this has taken a lot of my time and at events 
like Root Hog and such we have had great TBL staffers 
covering it so the event got in and that’s what counts, it 
doesn’t mean you won’t see my stuff just means you get to 
see their great stuff also. 

Someone asked me why I became a club member after 
all these years in either FORR or as an independent, why 
would I want to do this. Well for one , got tired of trying 
to save the world and decided to have fun riding and while 
there are downsides to it the upsides far out shine the down 
. You as a rider will if you stick with it long enough earn 
the right to be called a biker, but that is far different than 
being called brother by a large or small club. 

When you are in a room with folks who are all in the 
same mindset (more or less) as you and look around and 
know your part of something bigger that’s when you know 
why. On kind of a bummer note but more as a warning or 
statement I guess  lets all get over this whole helmet law 
repeal stuff  folks I hate to tell you this it isn’t going to 
happen Politicians are lying scumbags, might as well get 
use to it. While we are on this subject lets stop the freaking 
moronic displays of wheelie riding on major highways. 
Doing it in a parking lot or bike show is cool and takes 
skill doing it where others can get hurt makes me and you 
all look bad. 

Also straight pipes this is a long battle and yes my pipe are 
non-stock but not that offensive I can dig loud pipes on a 
cool sounding bike but that doesn’t mean my neighbor or 
the man does or do the scum in the capitol so before they 
cool it for us (ask New Yorkers) we need to kind of think 
before wringing it out for all our sake.
Now for the good, RIDING long spells of great weather 
Hot summers, RIDING  lots of miles on a good bike, Ami 
turning one, Branda Graduation , Midget getting his and 
all the Fun of Riding Now go get some before it gets to 
cold  Killers ride hard safe and fast like your life depends 
on it
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  WE’VE SAVED YOU A SEAT IN CLASS!  WE’VE SAVED YOU A SEAT IN CLASS!

We Provide:
  ● The Bike To Learn On
  ● A Helmet (If You Need One)
  ● Training Materials
  ● Great Instructors
  ● A Safe Fun Learning Environment

We will help you get a license endorsement 
when you graduate.

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?
Classes Are Available All Across The State. 

Learn More About Missouri Motorcycle Safety 
Programs And Find A Course Near You At:

WWW.MMSP.ORG



Train Wreck’s Travels
“Tweener”

 For most all of my life, I have been a person in 
the middle.  Growing up as the sixth child of eight, and 
the fourth boy of six, I have always had this profound 
sense of being the second slice of cheese in a good 
Reuben sandwich.  When you are in the middle, you 
have lots of examples to follow and a few to set.  As a 
result, my direction and outlook in life has many times 
been a combination of many different experiences and 
viewpoints.  Take a little bit of this; add a little bit of 
that.

 It has not been any different with my life as a 
motorcyclist.  Especially now, for most of my riding 
years, I was a solo rider.  On occasion, I would ride with 
a friend to some destination, but very rarely.  For the 
most part, I would ride alone on my favorite roads fairly 
close to home.  But all the while, I was a member of 
the AMA and would read in the monthly magazine of 
various clubs and their activities and exotic sounding 
things like “poker runs” and “gypsy tours” and wonder 
if I was missing out on something.

 So, in the spring of 2001 when I received an 
invitation to join a riding club, I went to check it out.   
I quickly came to enjoy being part of a club and its 
activities.  Group riding was entirely different from the 
somewhat sport-oriented solo riding I had always done.  
And it was also a little dangerous, as anyone who was on 
that first ride to Niehaus in Litchfield can attest, it was a 
little weird.  Wearing colors, attending meetings, going 
on poker runs and meeting other clubs was all new and 
very much fun for me.

 As much as I enjoyed being in the riding club 
I stuck out as a little different.  My size (admittedly a 
lot larger than it should have been), my attire (it drove 
our old club president crazy when I would show up for 
a ride wearing my somewhat “festive” pants) and my 
motorcycle (a 1987 FJ1200) were out of the ordinary for 
such a club.  While most rode Star and other cruisers, 
there I sat perched high on my sport-tourer, happy as 
a clam in deep mud.   Eventually, I succumbed to the 
collective and bought a leather vest and a Star Custom 
cruiser (the first black bike I ever owned), but kept the 
FJ 12.  I even caught the CLAPP bug with my V-Star, 
adding accessory after accessory.  But when Mama 
Yamaha smiled upon the good-ole USA and decided to 

bestow her super-sport touring model on us, I had to take 
drastic measures.  That meant selling and trading the two 
bikes I had in order to procure the one I wanted.

 Now I ride only the FJR, a magnificent example 
of sport touring engineering, smooth, quiet and powerful.  
Not even one square inch of chrome on the entire bike.  
And I find myself being between two worlds.  I truly 
enjoy riding in a long line of bikes, heading together to 
some mutual destination and socializing even though my 
cerulean silver FJR sticks out like a sore thumb in a long 
line of low-slung cruisers.  I get a kick out of standing 
near my bike, wearing my Ronin vest looking like your 
average Harley rider, and listening to the comments of 
other riders as they look at my bike.  On a Thursday 
night “Hard Ride” last fall in St. Louis, I overheard one 
rider say to the other as they were looking over my bike, 
“Looks like something George Jetson would be riding.”  
That’s fair, and I don’t mind.  Because I get to be a part 
of the social side of cruiser riding yet still ride what I 
want.  This is a small price to pay.  For the most part, 
everyone is very accepting of me and my bike and for 
that I am grateful.

 The flip side of this story is that I also get to meet 
up with those who ride these bikes for their sporting 
aspect and know how to do so quite well.  One of these 
meetings took place a couple weeks ago when a fellow 
FJR pilot showed me some of his favorite twisties south 
of Eureka, MO.  For about two and a half hours and 150 
miles or so, we blitzed through some of the coolest roads 
I have ridden in a long time taking curves at sometimes 
more than double their advised speeds, leaning the bikes 
over and flattening eyeballs as we accelerated out.  Man, 
was that fun!  But, I look a little out of place in this 
world, too;  not wearing the latest ballistic clothing or 
the track riding boots or having the latest power mod or 
GPS system on the bike. 

 So, I will continue riding between the two worlds 
of sport-touring and cruising all the while thankful that 
I have many friends in both worlds that are accepting 
and allow me to do so.  I know I look a little strange, 
riding down the road with you all, on a sport-tourer, yet 
wearing a black leather vest with riding club insignia 
and various do-dads, and a full-face helmet and a black 
T-shirt festooned with skulls and flames and flaming 
skulls but no tattoos.  Thanks to all my friends in both 
worlds for accepting me and thanks for riding.  And no, 
it doesn’t hurt your back to ride “all hunched over like 
that.”          
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Proprietors: John Church AKA “Asshole”
Jed Church AKA “Sasquatch”



An Inkling

The biking life is constantly growing but we 

need your help salespeople and writers / pho-

tographers are needed for all areas to 

find out more call 314-322-7883

I was looking through some pictures 

as I was putting together this month’s 

magazine and came across this tattoo. I 

thought it was pretty cool looking es-

peially since I am irish. I do not know 

who it is on anymore nor do I know who 

did it. I just liked it so here it is. If you 

have a tattoo you think belongs here 

send it along with some inofrmation 

to tats@thebikinglife.com. If you know 

where this one is let us know also.
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