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Letter from the Editor
Readers, I would like to be among the first to wish all of
you a Happy New Year and offer my best wishes for you
and your families during the upcoming year. I would also
like to thank you for making this magazine the modest
success it is. Your ideas and feedback have made this
happen, along with your patronage of our advertisers, who
are the other group that makes this all possible.
If someone had told me 2 years ago when I was serving on
active duty in the “Global War Against Terrorism” that not
only would I launch a biking magazine, but that it would
be as successful as we have been so far, I would have
thought they were crazy. However, with your help that is
where we are. We have had some huge successes; the
Circle of Love—“Evan’s Ride” was held on one of the
dreariest of days of the year, yet more than 100 of you
came out to support Evan and us and we thank you.
Another huge success was our first-ever bike show held
November 15 at Moof’s in Chester, Illinois. We had very
little time to put this together and get the word out, but
again with your assistance we were able to get together a
great crowd of riders and bikes. There is a story in this
issue about the bike show. We have increased our
distribution from 5000 to 7000, the magazine itself has
grown from 16 to 24 pages (and will expand again in the
spring), and our website at www.thebikinglife.com gets
more than 12,000 hits a month. All these things show how
much you like us and we thank you.
We have met some interesting people. Sonny Barger,
founder of the Oakland charter of Hell’s Angels, was one;
another was Vladimir Yarets, the deaf mute from the
former Soviet Union who is trying to get into the
Guinness Book of World Records. Thanks to all the people
who helped arrange these meetings. I have met others who
exemplified courage, like Mike, Michelle, and Evan Fink.
I have met countless business owners and craftsmen,
many of whom in addition to becoming good friends are
financial supporters of this magazine.
We have made some mistakes along the way and for those
we apologize. We also have started listing our errors (see
the Our Bads section); we are not too good to admit our
faults. We have done some good as well. We try to include
at least one flyer a month advertising an event supporting
a charity because we want to provide a service to the
community. We also don’t charge merchants to be listed in
our “Biker Friendly Establishments.” Still, we depend on
your guidance to tell us where the biker friendly places
are. We are all aware that many places are willing to take
our money but are not truly biker friendly.

We have some fun events scheduled for the months ahead.
In January we are going to host the first-ever The Biking
Life Beer Bash at Top Shooters in Dupo, Illinois. This is a
nice place and they are trying to develop a good
relationship with the riding community. On January 28 we
are having a Bike Display and Bikini Contest at B & B
Crehan’s in Belleville, Illinois. This should be a good time
and give folks a chance to see some nice bikes and other
nice frames as well. On April 24 we are hosting the Bikers
Prom, a springtime counterpart to Leather and Lace to
benefit the Circle of Love—“Evan’s Ride.” Together we
will embark on another great year together. We still need
your help, so keep us informed about what is going on,
what your club is doing, and any biker friendly
establishments you think should be listed. We can always
be reached at staff@thebikinglife.com or at 807 Coral Dr.,
Fairview Heights, IL 62208.

Deal with us...
you’ll always win!!!
Quality leathers starting at
Jackets
$99.95
Chaps
$89.95
Vest
$39.95
Check out our fall and winter
riding gear many styles to choose
from
10566 Page Avenue
St. louis, Missouri 63132
314-429-4551 or
www.blackjackleather.com

Bring in this ad for a 10% discount
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Meyer Indian “Rides On”
by Kay Mullen
Meyer Indian in Belleville joined Indian dealerships
throughout the country on November 1 in holding a “Ride
On” open house to show their support for the beleaguered
Indian brand. The corporation had planned to announce
Indian’s new owners that day; that didn’t happen, and as
this issue went to press the new owners had not yet been
named. Nevertheless, the lack of good news and the cold
drizzle that dogged the day couldn’t dim the hopes of the
loyal tribe who love both this historic line of American
motorcycles and the Meyer dealership itself, which has
been such a good friend to the local biking community.
The constant stream of patrons who braved the weather to
join Carol Meyer and her staff in this defiant celebration
speaks to the continuing popularity of this brand.

Indian Motorcycle was founded in 1901 in Springfield
Massachusetts. The innovative company manufactured the
first motorcycle with an electric starter and complete
electrical system in 1913. Throughout their long histories,
Indian and Harley-Davidson have cultivated a mostly
friendly rivalry, as have their respective fans. In fact,
before World War I, Indian was the most popular
motorcycle brand in the world, and produced more than
20,000 bikes a year. Indian first went out of business in
1953, but despite more than 50 years without a new
product, it maintained strong brand name recognition as
well as the loyalty of the motorcycles’ admirers.
Approximately 50,000 old Indian motorcycles are still in
existence in the United States, a testament to their fine
craftsmanship.
The Indian brand name was reborn in 1998, and a new
factory was opened in Gilroy, California. The driving
force behind the brand’s revival was Rey Sotelo, the
founder of California Motorcycle, a company that
specialized in building the big, customized bikes favored
by football players and other celebrities. After a few rough

years, the resurgent Indian began to hit its stride. The
company sold thousands of bikes through its 200 US
dealerships and was on track to sell a record 4500
motorcycles in 2003 (they sold 563 in May alone), but
lack of funding and a weak economy forced the company
to close in September. Rather than file for bankruptcy, the
corporation placed its assets with an estate manager,
leaving 380 employees jobless.

Still, even amid the corporate turmoil, the appeal of the
classic Indian design remains untarnished. The Indian
Chief model is used as a police bike in the television
series The West Wing. In the space of two months, Indian
also created eight custom futuristic Indian Chief police
motorcycles for Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines.
Those eight bikes gave their all for the cinema—they were
all deliberately destroyed during filming of the final chase
scene. Classic Indian styling won over future governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger as well as stuntman Monte Perlin,
who at first was intimidated by the thought of precisely
maneuvering the large, heavy motorcycle. However, after
putting the bike through its paces in a series of stunts, he
was impressed by its handling, balance, and dependability.
Meyer Indian is selling a Terminator-themed Indian Chief,
and it’s just too cool.
Those who view Indian as down for the count would do
well to remember that even Harley-Davidson has gone
through financial turmoil and uncertainty in the past. Any
company and any design that can maintain a fan base over
half a century without a new product is not to be taken
lightly. In all likelihood, some visionary company that
appreciates Indian’s classic style and respects the model’s
loyal fan base will bring Indian back, and both the
company and Meyer Indian will continue to “Ride On.”
Third time’s the charm.

Headlights

Pictures of Indian motorcycles through the years are featured above
and also on the previous page.

After a year of hard work and dedication, Derby Al’s
Diner is now open. If you guys haven’t yet stopped by,
you ought to check out this 50’s style Coca-Cola–themed
diner. It truly was a labor of love for Derby (Alan
Middelton). Mary’s kitchen puts out an amazing breakfast
and a scrumptious home-style lunch menu. You are sure
to run into someone you know every time you go to the
diner. They are open from 5 AM to 3 PM 7 days a week.
They are totally biker friendly and will be glad to host
your biking events. Derby is a member of the Motorheads
and has been a
good friend of mine for 30 years. You can dine in or carry
out; Derby Al’s diner is located at 2845 Camp Jackson
Road in Cahokia, Illinois.—Carol Wilson

Carol Meyer of Meyer Indian in Belleville was interviewd
for the preceding story, as well as Carolyn from Royal
Gate Indian in Ellisville, MO. While Carol Meyer presented a strong will to succeed and carry on. The same
cannot be said for Royal Gate Indian, the way that Indian
shutdown without warning and the uncertainty since has
proven to be too much for the owner of the dealership, so
when they liquidate their stock on hand, they will no
longer be in the motorcycle business.
That is the tragedy of an event like this, initially 380 bike
builders get laid off in California, however that is just the
beginning as it ripples out it affects workers throughout
the nation, the vendors, people who work at the dealership
and then the countless others that depend on those workers
for their businesses. There are those to, who purchased
Indians that can’t get warrantees honored.
We hope Indian will be bought by a group who plans to
continue to build quality made American machines but as
of now no one knows for sure. One thing is for sure
though we will contiue to keep our readers posted on the
events surrounding the Indian Motorcycle Company.
Jim Furey

Top - a view of Derby Al’s Diner exterior
Middle - a shot of the counter
Bottom - Derby Al waiting on a hungry bunch of folks
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Don’t get the Blues,Brothers be like Dan Akroyd and
read the biking life. Home delivery is now available
for $18 per year
Name:_________________________________________________
Street:_______________________________________________
City:____________________________________
State:______________________
Zip:_____________________
For home

delivery send check or money order to:
Bi-State Biking
807 Coral Dr.
Fairview Heights, IL 62208

Rules to Ride by
These rules were set down one day at a long-forgotten bar
by me and some friends, so thanks to my “Big Brothers”
for teaching this little wannabe the ropes so many years
ago: Guzzi, Dean, Toastie, Sidecar, Tom and Grace, and
RIP Moose. These are the Rules for Riding.
Rule 1 - Thou shalt not trailer. The only exceptions are if
you own a race bike or you are taking the bike to the shop
for repairs. Trailer to an event and expect to be made fun
of for being a wussy.
Rule 2 - Ride as much as possible. This is the reason you
bought a bike, remember.
Rule 3 - You can only make fun of a brother’s bike if you
too have ridden junk as bad or worse than he is riding, and
it can only be done in jest.
Rule 4 - Ride your bike to parties, on New Years Day, on
your birthday, and to any other club functions or parties.
Rule 5 - Ride and dress with what you can afford. Display
your pins and patches proudly but not to brag (remember,
you can only wear what you earn). You ride because you
love to; it is not a fashion show.
Rule 6 - Know your bike. Know how it works, but don’t
be afraid to ask for help or to give it if asked.
Rule 7 - Carry tools. A cell phone is good, but tools and
the know-how to use them are better.
Rule 8 - Thou shalt have but one ride. The exceptions to
this are race bikes, parts bikes, antiques, hand-me-downs
from family or friends, and project bikes (but the project
sooner or later must be completed).
Rule 9 - If someone does something they say they will
never do, that person can have fun poked at them (case in
point: If you say you’re just too tough to ever buy a Gold
Wing and then you do, your friends can justly call you an
old man).
Rule 10 – Most temperatures are good for riding, but if the
low for the day is lower than your current age and the
high for the day is not going to exceed the year you were
born, you don’t have to ride. In my case, if the low is
below 39 and it is not going to get above 64, then I don’t
have to ride (but I should anyway).
These were our rules; let them be a guideline to you.

Please patronize our advertisers they make this
possible and tell them you saw there ad here.
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Club listings
Bikers Against Child Abuse: BACA
East Missouri Chapter meetings 2nd
Sunday of each month, 12:30 noon, at
the Knights of Columbus on
McMenny Dr. off of Mid-Rivers Rd.
and Hwy 70 in St. Charles all bikes
and bikers are welcome, hotline (314)
277-8905 or (314) 719-2928
EastMo@bacausa.com.
Christian Motorcycle Assn: (CMA)
Good News Riders 2nd Thurs 7:30
PM Ryan’s 8925 Watson Crestwood,
MO. Call 636 296 3120 HTTP://
midwestrider.com/goodnews.jpg.
Chouteau Island Partners (Off
Road MC Group) 1st Thursday of
month HTTP://w.icss.net/~squirts/
island.htm Look for Tom Downing
through the web site.
CONCOURS Owners Group:
Monthly Breakfast Rides 3rd Sunday
of month Except April which is the
4th Sunday. Meet at Quick Trip on
South outer Road I-44 and MO. Hwy
W. Eureka, MO 636 278 2276 or
WWW.concours.org
Euro Motor Union of Greater St.
Louis: meetings 7:30 pm 1st Tues
Sports Page Inn. Old Rte. 3 South of
Dupo IL. 314 994 1257
Freedom Cruisers this club meets
the first Sunday of the month at
Dutch Hollow Barn in Belleville, IL
at 1:00 PM contact (618) 570-8781
for more info.
Freedom of Road Riders:
Local 24 - meetings 1st Weds
of the month 7:30 PM at Charlack
Pub, 8344 Lackland Rd., St Louis,
MO (314) 521-6553
Local 25 - meetings the 4th
Rursday 7:00 PM at the American
Legion Hall in “Old Town St. Peters,
MO” (636) 278-5910
Local 38 - meetings the 1st
Sunday of the month 11:30 AM at
TJ’S Bar & Grill Hwys 61/67 & Z in
Pevely, MO (636) 464-2941
Local 42 - meetings the 4th
Weds of the month 6:30 PM at

Roadhouse 100, 2763 Hwy 100, Gray
Summit, MO (636) 271-9123
Gateway Wings (314) 994 8216
Gold Wing Road Riders
Association GWRRA Have various
meeting locations in the Metro St.
Louis Area. Check out the one
nearest you at
www.stlouisgwrra.homestead.com
Heartland WOW, meetings are the
4th Weds of the month at 7:00 PM at
the Prairie Commons Branch 915 Utz
Ln., St. Louis MO. For more info see
their website at
www.heartlandwow.org
Honda Sport touring Assn. St Louis
area 1st Sat; South Central MO 2nd
Sat and KC Area 3rd Sat. Pleas join
us at any time HTTP://
home.kc.rr.com/mosilhsta Warm
weather meet at Chesterfield Valley
Power Sports off hwy 40 West of
Boone’s Crossing Exit at 9am Kick
stands up at 9:30 sharp for spirited
ride of 150-200 miles. Garth
Haubner at (636) 928 6939 Email:
ghaubner@juno.com or Tom
Trieschmann at (314) 692 7463 Email ttriesch@inlink.com
Midwest Trail Riders Assn. Email
mtra@ridemtra.com http://
www.ridemtra.com Event hotline
(314) 314 434 5095
Midwest Cafe Racing Assn-Ride
Line (314) 481 8078 Email
Rideline@mcraracing.com or http://
www.mcraracing.com
Outlanders All brand motorcycle
orientated family org promoting fun
events and activities without negative
attitudes, drugs or alcohol. This club
meets the last Sunday of the month at
1:00 PM at the TRY Club, 655
Berkshire, East Alton, IL.
River Road Riders, All Brand
Motorcycle Club meetings are held
the 2nd Weds of the month at the
Alton Sports Tap 7:00 PM
Road Raptors Riding Club meets at
Fairview Heights, IL VFW Hall on
Rte. 159 at 7:00 PM first Wednesday
of the month all bike brands
welcome.

Shadow Riders Greater St. Louis
MO. WWW.Shadowriders- stl.com
meet on 4th Tues of month at
Manchester Elks lodge at 7pm (314)
477 9976 ext 772
Southern Illinois Star Riders meet
the first Sunday of each month in
Collinsville, IL. Contact
wizardandangel@yahoo.com or visit
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
southernillinoisstarriders/
Southwest Illinois Ronin Riding
Club 1st Saturday of each month at
Noon at various area locations. Ride
follows monthly meeting. This is an
all-brand riding club. Call
Bonedaddy @ 618-696-7768 or
Trainwreck @ 618-973-6405 for
meeting location or more
information. http://
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
SW_Illinois_Ronin_RC/
Harley Owners Groups HOG
Alton, IL. HOG Chapter 4th Thurs
of month 7:30 PM at Alton Sports
Tap Route 140 & Route 3 Alton,
IL..... Ladies of Harley 4th Thurs also
at Alton Sports Tap, Banquet room
Bellville, IL HOG Chapter 3rd Wed
of month, 7:30 PM at the ELKS club
at corner of Route 161 and Lincoln
Trail in Fairview Heights, IL. Call
dealership if you have questions
(618) 277 8864. WWW.Friezeharleydavidson.com
Festus Mo. HOG Chapter 1st Wed
of month, 7:30 at Surdyke Harley
Davidson 2435 highway 67, Festus,
MO. Call dealership if you have
questions (636) 931 8700
Kirkwood Mo. Chapter 2nd
Tuesday at VFW POST #6211 at
10430 Liberty, Overland, Missouri.
The LOH meeting is held at Growlers
Pub, 3811 South Lindbergh, St. Louis
on the first Thursday of month.
Everyone is welcome. Contact (314)
544 HAUG or
www.Kirkwoodhog.com
St Charles HOG Chapter: 3rd Tues
of the month 7 pm at St. Charles
Moose Lodge 2705 Interstate 70
(South Service Road by Chucky
Cheese) (636) 723-9365.
stcharleshog@primary.net

My/Our Bads
Rick’s Corner their address has incorrectly been listed as 201 Main St., the correct address is 201 S. Union in Staunton, IL.
We recommend you stop in and see these friendly folks. They are very much Biker Friendly and have been a long time
supporter of this magazine.
B & B Crehan’s as noted in The Circle of Love story, the contributions that Barry and his staff made to that event were not
recognized in our donor or volunteer list. Crehan’s not only donated items but the following members of his staff donated
their time the day of the event. We truly appreciate your support of this event and apologize for this oversight. Also a big
thanks to the members of Crehan’s staff that worked as volunteers: Beth Bruno, Connie Walker, Vicky Brennan, Sharon
Klingel, and Melanie Kronenberg.
Al Middleton aka Derby Al, Derby took time from getting his diner started to make a donation to Evan’s Ride. That was also
greatly appreciated.
To anyone else who made a donation to the ‘Circle of Love” run or who volunteered their time that wasn’t recognized in the
last issue we are sorry because without your generosity or assistance this event would not have been the success it was.
To Gary Tyler the force behind Chopper Chairs we apologize for fat fingering your phone number in the story about your
business. The phone number had been listed, as (618) 521-3222 and it should have read (618) 531-3222.
And last but certainly not least to Pat Bush I apologize for spelling your name wrong. I got you confused with that other
Busch family and I am sorry.

Upcoming Events
December
31st Gallagher’s Getaway New Years Eve Party – at Gallagher’s Getaway 102 S. Richland, Freeburg, IL, the Illinois Central Band
will provide live music and the fun starts at 8:30 and goes on till 12:30.
31st New Years Party – at TJ’s Bar and Grill dinner for 2 is $30 and the fun goes from 8 to 1 AM. There will be karaoke, dancing
and other specials for more info call (636) 475-3648.
January
(The Piasa Gateway ABATE chapter is also holding a Polar Bear Run this month check the website at www.thebikinglife.com for
details)
1st Polar Bear 2004 – presented by Kirkwood HOG Chapter. Join them for breakfast at Reynold’s Roadhouse 11488 Dorsett from
9:00 to noon and then they are off to Maryland Yards 2033 Dorsett Village Shopping Center.
4th B & G Promotions Swap Meet – at Belle Claire Fairgrounds in Belleville, IL at Rtes 13 & 159. Lots of vendors and of course
we will be there stop by and say hello or tell us how we are doing.
7th Biker Beer Bash hosted by “The Biking Life” - at Top Shooters 531 Old Rte 3, Columbia, IL $1.00 longnecks starts at 6 PM.
28th Bike Display and Bikini Contest - B & B Crehan’s, 6400 West Main St, Belleville, IL come out and party with “The Biking
Life.”
31st Easyriders Bike Show – in Memphis, TN at the Cook Convention Center this show will feature creations from some of the
best known builders show will go from noon to 11:00 PM
February
7th Schewe & Blake Benefit – this event will take place at the VFW Hall, 231 Edwardsville Rd, Wood River, IL Mike and Erica
were injured in a motorcycle accident on Oct 12th, this is to help them cover some of their medical expenses and get them home to
their infant son Cody. Music will be provided by the Stand there will also be auctions, 50/50 and other events as well. For more
info contact Christy Critter at (618) 466-8704.
7th Leather, lace and Lingerie – at David’s Banquet Center on Hwys 61/67 in Pevely, $20 per person/$30 per couple, this event
will consist of a fashion show, thong contest, dancing , auction, cash bar and food. This event will benefit the 04 Rolla Rally.
Tickets available at TJ’s Bar and Grill or visit the upcoming events at www.thebikinglife.com to view flyer.
May
15th – 16th 23rd Annual SEMO Run What Ya Brung Field Events at Ruesler’s Gulch, MO more details will be forthcoming.
If your club or organization has an upcoming event you would like listed here please contact Jim Furey at
(618) 531-0432 or at events@thebikinglife.com.
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Something Completely Different
by Rich Aubuchon
The New Year is supposed to bring rebirth. We’re
supposed to reflect on our lives to date, carefully consider
our path, and resolve to pursue growth and improvement.
If you’ll permit me a moment of pure, raw honesty, I must
say that I’m not the man I always believed I would be.
Growing up, we each have an image of the person we’d
like to become, and when I look in the mirror, I don’t see
that person staring back.
Sure, I’ve got two great kids and a wonderful wife. I’ve
got a nice house in a safe and quiet neighborhood. My
amputee porn collection is second to none. But, in a
deeply profound way, I’ve let myself down. I’ve achieved
none of what I intended.
By now, I was supposed to have been a fabulously
wealthy rock star. I’m starting to realize that I’ll probably
never win a Grammy. I’ll likely never date Heather
Locklear. A guest spot on MTV Cribs is still possible, but
the odds get longer every week that I don’t have a gold
record.
There are many reasons my music career never quite took
off the way I’d hoped. For starters, I can’t play an
instrument or sing on key, and for many bands looking to
add a member, that kind of thing is a deal breaker.
Really, I think the biggest problem is I never had the
“look” that record companies seek. The Beatles had their
mop tops. KISS had their makeup. Kurt Cobain had his
gaping bullet wound. All I had to offer was glasses, acne,
and poor posture.
If any actual musicians had ever consented to form a band
with me, I had some great names for the group. After all,
the name of the band is more important than its music.
Would the Rolling Stones be as cool if they were called
The Donald Rumsfeld Experience? I think not.
With the band names I’ve conjured up, I should have been
a superstar. Who wouldn’t pay $90 to see Lascivious
Midget in concert? If Smashing Pumpkins can headline
Lollapalooza, couldn’t Big Chocolate Banana?
Rather than wallow in self-pity, however, I’ve decided to
define a few new goals, and devote myself to reaching
them. My first desire is to successfully consume the entire
77 ounce “Half A Heifer” steak at Jimbo’s Grub House in
Potosi, MO. If I can get every bite of beef down my
gullet, and keep it there, the steak is free!

Next, I’ve decided to take my limited education, paltry
financial resources, and uncanny resemblance to Uncle
Fester, and use them each in a successful run for the
Presidency. With just 11 months until the election, there’s
no time to lose. For the next few weeks, I’ll be busy hiring
staff, finalizing my platform, and polling my wife.
I can’t tell you a lot about my campaign as of yet, but
here’s what I can share thus far:
•
•
•
•
•

I’m in favor of a Constitutional amendment that
would give unborn children the right to carry
concealed weapons.
I believe that the key to a balanced budget is in the
Federal Government’s confiscating, rather than
purchasing, needed goods and services.
I intend to break down all barriers to homosexual
marriage. There’s no reason gays shouldn’t get to
endure that living Hell just like the rest of us.
I believe no good idea should remain untried, so I will
attempt to solve the hunger problem with an
experiment previously known as “Soylent Green.”
I will remove the divisive words “One nation under
God” from the Pledge of Allegiance, and replace them
with the more inclusive “One nation, which may or
may not exist in cohesion with a non-specific, nonsectarian spiritual being or beings.”

•

•

Since I believe strongly in diversity and multiculturalism, all my cabinet members and judicial
nominees will be former Abercrombie and Fitch
models.
Finally, as Commander in Chief, my priority will be
to defend you from all enemies foreign and domestic.
Therefore, I’ll authorize what I like to call “Goon
Squads of Freedom” to destroy those whom I deem
threatening.

For now, I haven’t decided on a particular party
affiliation. I thought of running as a Democrat, but Al
Sharpton seems to have that nomination locked up. I
could try to wrest the Republican nomination from George
W. Bush, but I think his daughters want me, and I’d hate
to blow my chances with them.
Although I’m sure I can count on your support in this
campaign, both personally and financially, I admit there
are many obstacles in my path. The current electoral
system in this country is set up to keep candidates like
myself—desperate, unstable, fringe candidates—from
having the same voice as the schlemiels from the major
parties. For this reason, I propose a complete overhaul in
our electoral system. After my election, this will be
immediately discarded, but for now it merits
consideration.
Under my plan, there would be no political parties, there
would be no debates, there would be no expensive TV
campaigns. The new system would most closely resemble
the pageant formula. Every 4 years, each state would send
one candidate to the Presidential Pageant in Atlantic City.
Contestants would be judged on talent, speaking ability,
knowledge of current events, and the all-important
swimsuit competition. Voters would then call a 900
number to submit their choice. Vote as often as you like,
but it’s $4.99 every time you do.
In the months ahead, I’ll occasionally fill you in on the
progress my campaign is making, as well as pleading with
you for cash donations. In the meantime, please remember
my slogan: Aubuchon for President: Because He Never
Got to Nail Heather Locklear.
Remember you can always contact Rich with ideas for his
campaign at rich@thebikinglife.com.

Requests
The Biking Life is only as good as its readers. We want as
much input from you as possible. Here are some ways you
can get your name up in lights, contribute to the glory that
is The Biking Life, make the world safe for democracy,
and save our overworked staff from having to come up
with more content—it’s a win-win situation. Sure, we
can’t actually pay you, but is money really all that
important weighed against the adulation of the reading
public?
We’re always looking for new writers. Want to tell the
world about a great road trip? Care to share with others
your tips on bike maintenance? Do you have strong
opinions on a new product and want to write a review?
Have you written a short piece of fiction relating to the
biking life? Send those puppies in. If we like what we see,
we’ll edit it and work it into one of our issues. You’ll be
famous!
When any of you biking couples reproduce, send us a
baby announcement. We’ll put it in “Headlights.” A
picture of the baby decked out in leathers is optional.
Conversely, we also want to memorialize members of the
local biking community who have passed on. Please send
any obituaries for our “Taillights” section.
Few communities support the troops as much as the
biking community. Please send us a few lines about any
family members you have who are serving in Enduring
Freedom or Iraqi Freedom and we’ll list them in our roll
of honor. Pictures of Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and
Marines with their rides would also be appreciated.
Submissions can be sent to The Biking Life by e-mailing
us at staff@thebikinglife.com. Don’t send photos as email attachments. You can send them to our mailing
address:
The Biking Life
attn: submissions
807 Coral Dr.
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
Please provide a self-addressed stamped envelope if you
want your photos returned.
—Jennifer Furey

Oh and don’t forget to shop our advertisers they
are truly the ones that make this magazine a
reality.
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Biker Friendly Establishments
Illinois
Alton/Grafton
Cellar Room Tavern, 2704 E.
Broadway, Alton, IL (618) 4659874
Danny’s Lounge, 118 W. 4th St.,
Alton, IL (618) 462-6787
Fast Eddie’s Bon-Air, 1530 E.
4th St., Alton, IL (618) 462-5532
Woodstock Lounge, 638
Broadway, Alton, IL
Wild Goose Saloon, 1505 W.
Main St, Grafton, IL, (618) 7868888
Harris’s Tavern, On The Great
River Road, (618) 466-9791
The Loading Dock, 400 Front
St, Grafton, Grafton, IL (618)
786-3494
Belleville
H’s Biker Bar, 1310 Dutch
Hollow Rd (618) 398-3668
B & B Crehan’s, 6413 W. Main
St. (618) 394-1300
TR’S Place 4901 Concordia
Rd., (618) 277-7135 ask about
‘Good Nite Dic’
Cahokia
Derby Al’s Diner – 2845 Camp
Jackson Rd, (618) 332-2794
open 7 days a week from 5 AM
to 3 PM features home style
breakfast and daily lunch
specials.
Carmi
Danny’s Pool Room: 119 E
Main Street in Carmi, IL (618)
382-9987
Granite City
Big Dugga’s Restaurant, 699
State Road 203, Granite City,
IL, 618-875-5800 always likes
to be a stop on poker runs or
host groups.
Maryville
Sharkey’s Restaurant and Bar,
2537 Vandalia, (618) 344-0826
Mt. Vernon
Players: 300 S 9th - 1 block off
the square(rt.37&rt.15) in Mt.
Vernon, IL
New Baden
Outside Inn, 423 W. Hanover (Hwy
161), (618) 588-4672
Old Shawneetown
Hogdaddys Saloon: Main St in
Old Shawneetown, IL (618)
922-1389

Southwestern Illinois
Falling Springs Conservation
Club, 2200 LePere Ln. Dupo, IL
(618) 286-4440, music on
weekends with Sunday jam
sessions.
Gallagher’s Get-A-Way, 102 S.
Richland, Freeburg, IL (618)
539-5208
Georgia’s Place, Eldred, IL (if
you have more info on this
place let us know and we’ll
include it)
Good Tymes Bar and Grill, 200 N.
Main St. Dupo, IL (618) 286-9693
Just Sue’s Tavern, Evansville, IL
(618) 853-4425
Lisa’s Bar and Grill, Prairie
DuRocher, IL (618) 284-3374
Lou and Michelle’s Tavern,
Waterloo, IL (618) 939-8300
Mary’s Bar and Grill, Ruma, IL
(618) 282-7944
Rick’s Corner, 201 S. Union St,
Staunton used to be the Twisted
Spoke (618) 635-3088
S & J Main Street, 608 N. Main St.
Columbia, IL, (618) 281-9997 live
music on the weekends and Thursday
night Karaoke.
Sporto’s Pub & Grill, 211 S. Main Street,
Red Bud, IL (618) 282-7956
The Corner Pub, 602 Meyer Dr,
Valmeyer, IL (618) 935-8209
call for info on their specials.
The Dawg Haus 102 S. Main
St. New Douglas, IL. 217-4567072
Top Shooters – 531 Old State
Rte 3, Columbia, IL 62236 (61)
281-0685.
Willie’s Corner, 128 W. Market,
Red Bud, Ill 62278
Springfield
Grman’s Harley Davidson
Repair: 310 W. Browning Rd in
Springfield, IL (217) 522-2557
Missouri
Fenton
That One Place: 1005 Majestic
Dr in Fenton, MO (636) 8611902
Hazelwood
Cadillac Jack’s: 12950 St
Charles Rock Rd in Hazelwood,
MO (314) 298-8232
Pevely

TJ’s Bar & Grill: HWY Z & 6167, For Bike Show date
information call (636) 4753648.
St. Louis
DockRockers, 7425 S.
Lindbergh happy hour Mon-Fri,
libve music on the weekends
and ladies night is Weds, check
out their great food deals too.
Smokin Al’s BBQ: 1216
Hampton Ave., St. Louis, MO
(314) 781-8008 fax 781-8118
The House of Rock, Ronnie’s
Plaza featuring the best in live
music Thursday – Saturday.
Shady Jack’s Café: 1440 N
Broadway
Blue Hen Trading Co, Leather
and Authentic American Art,
1956 Cherokee, St. Louis, MO
(314) 865-1500
www.bluehentrading.net
Southeast Missouri
The Playdium, (across from
Houck Stadium), 1127
Broadway, Cape Girardeau,
Missouri (573) 335-9830
Players, 632 Broadway, Cape
Girardeau, MO
Danny’s Place, 1102 Linn
Street, Sikeston, Missouri
(573)-471-9984
St Charles County
D’s Hawg Trawf, 300 Sonderen
St, O’Fallon, MO (636) 2400483
Villa Ridge
Shady Jack’s Saloon &
Inn: 3417 Hwy O in Villa
Ridge, MO (636) 451-DUDE
Ohio
Toledo
Riders Edge located at 531 Oak
St is the place to go in Toledo,
Ohio Phone # is (419)6989582. Come in and have fun.
Your establishment or one that
you dig on could be listed here
if you tell us about it at
bikerfriendly@thebikinglife.com
or call us at (618) 628-2911.

Circle of Love—“Evan’s Ride”
by Carol Wilson
The First Annual Circle of Love—“Evan’s Ride” that was
held on November 1, 2003 raised a little more than
$15,000. On November 21, Evan Fink delivered a check
for $4000 to Julie Normile, the Annual Gifts Officer at St.
Louis Children’s Hospital, for the Free Care Fund. On the
same day little Evan delivered another check for $500 to
Jen at the Ronald McDonald House on Lindell Boulevard
in St. Louis.

I apologize to any people who did not get mentioned in
the December issue. Due to unforeseen circumstances, I
was unable to follow through on the follow-up of the
event. Guys, I am sorry that I fell short on my end in
letting you all know how pleased I was with your
performance, donations, and undying commitment to the
Circle of Love Foundation. Thank you to Derby Al’s
Diner in Cahokia and Crehan’s in Belleville; I apologize
for the oversight.
I also never had a chance to thank Jim Furey at The Biking
Life for sponsoring the event. Jim donated all the
advertising in the magazine; he also donated Rams tickets
and a variety of items for the auction and solicited
donations from other companies. Jim was able to get local
radio celebrity, singer, and all-around nice guy Smash to
give us some love on air. I really appreciated everything
you did Jim, Thank you!
I cannot forget the food that was donated from a variety of
sources—More for Less, Dupo Bi-Rite, Schnucks
Markets, Market Place, Pete—and the PIG. Very special
thanks go out to Jeannie Cate and Debbie Wolf who
handled the donations and then prepared the food
themselves and served the food the day of the event.
People are still raving about that food (especially the

The event was a great success, and I have many people to
thank for their help and tireless efforts. I salute the crew
who helped make this event a success: Ann and Darryl
Becker, Jeannie Cate, Debbie Wolf, Don Marshall, Jean
Quirin, Loretta Hopson, Mike Pulcher, Dave Murphy,
Dave Carrico, Joy Hense, Alan Whiteside, Patty Whaley,
Mike Killy, Sherry George, Matt DeJarnette, Chuck
Cobillas, Lynn Earl, Mike Worz, Freddie Ford, Rhonda,
Jackie Fink, PJ Karfargo, and Jeanette Smith.
It took a lot of work to pull the Ride together in 6 weeks
and get the first annual run off the ground in 2003. Even
though the weather did not want to cooperate, many
people still turned out to show their support for a great
cause. I want to thank the “Crew” and the people and
companies who donated time, services, and products to
our fundraising efforts. A special “thank you” goes out to
the bars that sold the Circle of Love cards to help generate
capital for the event. Finally, Daryl Becker and the people
at Form, Function, & Finesse deserve special recognition.
These guys went all-out in creating the “Circle of Love”
logo design, signage, flyers, pens, and various other
projects that I kept sending their way. They were a true
blessing for the Foundation and the event. God Bless the
generosity of all who took part. Together we truly created
the “Circle of Love.”

chili). Thank you both for all your hard work and your
team of volunteers who helped out that day.
We are planning the next Circle of Love event for April
24, 2004 at the Casa Loma Ballroom in St. Louis. Mark
your calendars and be on the lookout for the event
announcement in the February issue of The Biking Life.
Tickets will be sold through MetroTix.
God Bless you all and have a Safe, Happy, Healthy, and
Prosperous New Year!
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Rat Pack Toy Run Brings Christmas Cheer
by Jim Furey
The Paderborn Rat Pack had a great day for their annual
toy run, and isn’t that how it should be for a good cause
like this? Sunday, November 30 was (relatively) warm
and sunny, and all in all a great day. I had seen flyers for
several of this group’s previous events, but had not yet
made it to one. What a mistake on my part! The Rat Pack
is a nice group and they did a fine job of setting up this
run. They even got Santa Claus to show up.
The ride started at their hangout, Karban’s Knotty Pine in
Paderborn, Illinois. There we bought shotgun raffle tickets
and 50/50 tickets, drank a beverage or two, and kicked
some tires—you know, the usual stuff. Then we were off
to Willie’s Corner in Red Bud, Illinois. This was the
second run I had been on that used Willie’s as a stop. It’s a
nice place and the staff is always cheerful and happy to
see us. After hanging out here for a while and having
philosophical discussions or a beer while others played
pool, we rode to Lou and Michelle’s Sports Bar in
Waterloo, Illinois. The Rams game was on, the beverages
were cold, and the food was excellent. Unfortunately, I
upset the bartender when I asked her if she would like to

pose for the magazine. Taking this as my cue to leave, I
headed to the next stop, which was S & J Main Street in
Columbia, Illinois. This is a nice tavern that is owned and
operated by folks who ride, and it’s always a fun stop
when you are out riding. Our final destination was the
Columbus Club in Millstadt, Illinois. This was my first
time there, but I am sure it will not be my last. The
bartenders were cute and friendly, and the Rat Pack
provided good food. After the drawings were held, folks
sat around discussing the events of the day and their plans
for the holiday season. This was a great run for a good
cause. I encourage all of you to partake in one of the
Paderborn Rat Pack’s upcoming events and meet a fine
group of new friends.

Above - the starting point outside Karban’s Knotty Pine.

The first stop Willie’s Corner in Red Bud, IL.

Variety Club Christmas Choral
The Variety Club, known as the Children’s Charity,
Chorus was to perform at the Sheldon Concert Hall on
November 20th. This was there Christmas Concert and so
the big jolly dude Santa was going to show up. Well the
real Santa couldn’t make it, he’s very busy this time of
year, so McGraw Milhaven of KMOX stood in for him.
Well this Santa doesn’t have eight tiny reindeer so how
would he arrive, why by motorcycle of course. So the call
went out that bikes and bikers were needed to help make
this event all it could be. John Anderson aka Bonedaddy
was of the one of the people that heard about this need
and stepped up to the plate and started emailing folks.
Through these efforts approximately 40 bikes showed up,
there were members of B.A.C.A., there were HOG
members, there were 100 MPH Club folks, as well as a
host of others. They all heeded the call and did what they
could to help out.

Santa arrived on the back of a motorcycle and the way the
kids beamed made it all worthwhile but the kids got
maybe an even bigger kick out of all the bikes. These
disadvantaged and disabled children were delighted when
they were allowed to wear the biker’s vest or a helmet.
Pictures were taken and fun was had then these kids went
inside and put on a great performance. It is so amazing the
things that we can all learn from those who are less
fortunate than ourselves, these kids don’t bemoan their
disabilities or disadvantages; no they live life happily for
what they do have.
The Variety Club does good works like this all year long
but it is costly and they need our support, so let’s check
our wallets and see if there isn’t a little something in there
we could donate to bring some small happiness to a
child’s life. If you found something there please contact
the Variety Club.
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The Biking Life Bike Show
by Jim

took their duties seriously often conferring and arguing
over the relative strengths and weaknesses of the entrants.
In the end their selections were fair.
The winners were Jeff Hearst won the Custom Class, Tim
smith won the Sportster Class, Jesse Ebmeyer won the
Stock EVO/TC Class and Gene Bedwell won the
Shovelhead Class. Jeff Hearst and his Brown Recluse
themed bike took overall honors as the Best in Show.

F
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November 16th this was the day that “The Biking Life”
along with the good folks at Moof’s in Chester, IL hosted
a bike show at the bar. Billed as the last bike show of the
year and it appears to have been just that so far, bucking
the fear of bad weather, we went for it. We were rewarded
the weather was great especially for the time of year and
the turnout was awesome. During the course of the
afternoon we had 70 to 80 different bikes roll through and
a contingent from Columbia, IL showed up just as
everything was winding down.
There were 16 entrants in the 4 categories that were
judged although there was only 1 Sportster in the
Sportster class so if I were you I would give the winner a
little you know what when I saw him. It is kind of like me
saying I came in second one night in a Tough Man contest
when there were only 2 fighters in my class but that is a
different story. The owners of all these bikes had
machines to be proud of. The judges were thorough and

We met some really great people at this event, Jimmy the
manager at Moof’s, Ron and Rollin Picou of R & R
Custom Hawgs from Chester, these folks had some very
sharp bikes at the show, Jeff Hearst and Fred Stewart who
are new builders in the Barnhart area, all the entrants that
showed their bikes and of course all of you who attended
this event. We thank all of you for your support and
encourage you to come out to all of our events and see
how much fun we have and the great people you can meet.

Scootr talked about the dedication it takes to start a BACA
chapter and the burning desire to help abused children that
is a necessary part of the equation. He told me what good
people he had in his chapter and how they were working
hard to get the word out in the area that they are here and
available to help abused children. He also told me that
someday he hopes BACA is no longer needed at all, but
unfortunately, right now the need is greater than ever.

If you ride a motorcycle and care about kids and live in
the metro St. Louis area, there is a group of people that
you should really get to know. I’m talking about the East
Missouri chapter of Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA).
You may have seen their distinctive clenched fist logo at
various biking events this summer including the 2003
Bikers for Babies ride at Union Station.
I first met members of BACA in ’99 at one of the
Belleville swap meets. At the time, they were just
forming the East Missouri Chapter. I was looking for a
club to join and took one of the fliers they offered and
heard a little about what the group was about.
I misunderstood the true intent of the organization at the
time though, envisioning leather clad bikers rat-packing
child abusers and then high-tailing it out of there before
the police arrived. I did not want any trouble with Joe
Law, so I decided to join an owner’s group instead.
It wasn’t until spring last year that I ran into BACA again.
They had come down to promote one of their events at the
Window on St. Louis at Channel 5 where I work as a
cameraman. I got into a discussion with one of their
members known as Rabbi. He explained to me that they
were not there for the abusers, but were there for the kids.
This sounded good to me. The members that I talked to
were very dedicated and genuinely care about kids. This
was a group of people I could identify with!

What I learned from Scootr and the other BACA members
I met made me want to associate with them. I had them
come to a meeting of my motorcycle club and give a
presentation about what they were all about. I filled out
the paper work for a police background check and became
a supporter immediately.
Don’t let the background check scare you away. They are
only looking for crimes against children and domestic
violence charges, so that outstanding traffic warrant is no
cause for concern.
To be a patch-wearing full member you must submit to a
fingerprint background check and have been an active
supporter for a year. But the wait is well worth it. BACA
brothers and sisters always greet each other with a warm
hug. I have never met so many dedicated and earnest
people in one group in my life. It would be well worth
your time to talk to one of them next time you see them
out and about. Find out what it takes to be a BACA
member. You might find that you too have the right stuff.
For more information on BACA, go to http://
www.bacamo.com/ or http://www.bacausa.com/
~Bonedaddy

I sat down a few weeks later with Scootr, at the time the
National Vice President of BACA and the current
president of the East Missouri Chapter and the man in
charge of new chapter development in the area. Scootr
and I hit it off right away. He is a big man with long, iron
gray hair and piercing blue eyes behind oval Santa
glasses. Turns out he is an Information Technology guru,
but you would never know that by looking at him.

19

Quick-tips for winterizing your bike
Brian Dillender
If you are not fortunate enough to live in a climate that is warm year round, which we all know the Bi-State area is not.
Then there are a few easy steps to be taken to ensure that your bike is ready when you are come springtime. Here are
eight quick-tips that I think should help.
1. You should fill your gas tank to help prevent condensation and/or rust from occurring.
2. When filling the gas tank you should always add a fuel stabilizer in order to keep your gas from breaking down
and gumming up your fuel lines, petcock & carburetor.
3. After filling your gas tank and adding the stabilizer run your bike with the fuel valve in the off position until
carb is empty.
4. Now that the fuel is taken care of you should change your motor oil, oil filter, transmission fluid and chain case
lubricant. Always refer to the service manual for fluid requirements.
5. Lube your throttle cables & clutch cable.
6. Fill front and rear tires to factory specs.
7. Disconnect battery and keep fully charged using the proper charger for your particular battery.
8. Last but not least clean that filthy bike & put in a safe & preferably climate controlled storage/garage.

Ring in the riding New Year January 28th at B & B
Crehan’s Irish Pub. We are going to have a Bike
Display with some of the best of the local builders
and dealers showing their new bikes also there will
be a Bikini Contest with $50 going to the winner.
Come out have some fun and enjoy the sights.
B & B Crehan’s Irish Pub
6400 West Main St.
Belleville, IL

Bikes For Sale
2001 Special Construction Hardtail. 100 Revtech,6spd trans. 200
series tire, 8K miles, dependable! $15,800 Go to
www.stonecustomcycles.com for pics & specs or call (636) 677-5040
2003 Special Construction Softail, 100 Merch,6spd Baker Trans.
Rolling Thunder frame, World of Wheels "BEST" Custom 2003!
$29,500 .Go to www.stonecustomcycles.com for pics & specs or call
(636) 677-5040

You can have you bike here and on our website
www.thebikinglife.com for only $20/month

Joke of the Month
Two California bikers are riding through Texas when they get pulled over by a State Trooper. The trooper walks up and
stands there for a second, then whacks the biker with his night stick on the head. The rider slumps over his handlebars
for a minute then comes to and asks, “WTF was that for?”
The trooper says, “You’re in Texas, son. When we pull you over, you better have your license ready when we get to
your ride.” Not wanting to make his situation with the law any worse, the rider says, “I’m sorry, officer, I’m not from
around here.” The trooper runs a check on the guy’s license and it comes up clean. He gives the guy his license back
and walks around the back of the first bike and as he steps up next to the second rider the trooper smacks him with the
nightstick on the head too.
After he recovers, the somewhat dazed biker asks, “Hey, Man!! What was that for?” The trooper answers, “Just making
your wishes come true.” Still incredulous, the biker follows up with, “Huh?” The trooper says, “I know how you
California bikers are. Two miles down the road you’re gonna look over at your buddy and shout, “I wish that redneck
mutha would’ve tried that crap with me!”

The Biking Life is always on the lookout for:
Great stories and story tellers
Events of local or regional interest
Advertisers
And of course your comments and suggestions.
You should send all of the above to staff@thebikinglife.com or mail to
The Biking Life, 807 Coral Dr, Fairivew Heights, IL 62208
Thank you for your support.
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