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OUR FIFTH ANNIVERSARY PARTY WILL BE ON AUGUST 
10TH, wE WILL HAVE fOOD, mUSIC,AND A RUN

Hartbauer/McBride Party Big MO Biker Bash

Run For The Wall
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Letter from the Publisher
by Jim Furey

August is here and with it comes Sturgis along with a whole lot of other 
excellent parties including of course The Biking Life 5th Anniversary 
Party and Poker Run on the 10th. Sign up is from 11 to 12:30 at your 
choice of Show-Me’s locations: the South County location on Lemay 
Ferry Rd. the St Charles location on Veteran’s Parkway or the Fairview 
Heights location on Lincoln Highway. A new addition to our lineup 
of fun-filled activities is live music provided by Floodline. This is an 
up and coming southern rock band that I think you will really enjoy. I 
hope to see a lot of you; the proceeds from the poker run will go to the 
Hartbauer/McBride Foundation and the first two hundred to sign up get 
free wings at the end of the poker run.

You know there are a lot of well established biker bars in this area. 
Places like TJ’s in Pevely, MO, Jack’s Iron Horse on St. Charles Rock 
Road and Shady Jack’s at any of his locations. These bars draw bikers, 
but like any other establishment, they are also in business to make 
money. Then there are a lot of bars that want to be known as “biker 
friendly.” Many of these truly are and are even biker owned. I have no 
complaint with these guys either; many of them are great supporters 
of the magazine. These places should not be confused with a whole 
other class of bars and events that want our money, but not all of our 
brothers.

Some of these places/events/businesses want to be known as “biker 
friendly”, but then they post signs that say “NO COLORS.” That means 
they want our money, but not our brothers. This applies to everyone’s 
colors: H.O.G. members, the CMA, Tribe of Judah and all the other 
clubs. Why do they do this? Perhaps they are afraid of a fight starting 
or something like that, but hmmm, most of these places will allow 
young men ages 21 to 30 to frequent their establishments. It has been 
my experience that you are much more likely to have fights when 
you provide alcohol to a young testosterone laden young man, but I 
don’t ever see any signs that say no young men who might fight are 
allowed. 

The Biking Life takes no money to list a business as “biker friendly” 
because we rely on you to tell us who is or isn’t “biker friendly.” If you 
tell us a place is, we list it. If you tell us a place isn’t “biker friendly”, 
we get rid of it. This happened recently when a reader told us a place in 
South County was no longer going to allow patch holders.  I immediately 
took them off our “biker friendly” list after this was corroborated. I 
didn’t have to go talk to the owners about removing their business from 
the magazine because unlike some people, I do not accept money to list 
a business as “biker friendly.” This is because the “biker friendly” list 
in The Biking Life is published in order to provide a service to you the 
rider, rather than to a business owner.

I urge all of you whether you wear colors or not--and I do not, I am an 
independent--to boycott all places/events that say that “NO COLORS” 
are allowed.  I can guarantee you that other places or groups will 
come along to replace these places/events and do it in such a way that 
everyone can participate. Being a biker is about freedom, but places that 
want to tell you how you can dress are not about freedom, but rather, 
about repression. I suggest that we should spend our hard earned dollars 
with those that support us. As I have stated before, we have economic 
and political power. We can change the world by using our power, our 
political power that we wield by making legislators accountable to us 
and our economic power by not patronizing places/events that do not 
support us.
Till next time, have fun, be good and ride safe.
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Lake of the Ozarks Report
By Kathleen Haverstick

Big things are happening at the Lake “Why pay BIG Money 
for gas to get from point a. to point b, when you can ride to 
the lake for a couple of tanks of gas on your scooter. You 
will have a great time, meet new people, and hang out with 
the locals that will tell you were to go. I don’t mean back to 
where you came from they want us there, very biker friendly 
place. This place thrives on the tourist business so they go 
out of their way to make you feel at home. It all starts on 
Thursday  The Dam Bike Nites with a bikini bike wash, best 
paint contest, food & drink specials, tattoo specials, start 
your weekend early. While you are there check out Old Time 
Photos, we have done this in the past it’s a blast its all about 
memories. Check out all these advertisers on this page walk 
the street meet the people. Check out the Lake of the Ozarks 
Mo. The Lake is beautiful, the hills are awesome for riding, 
the people are friendly it’s the place to be don’t forget The 
West Side Rally and all the other events going on here the 
weekend of Sept.11th thru 14th 2008 See you There Kat 

West Side Rally 2008
Why should just one part of the Lake get the bikes? Don’t 
we get enough of the congestion Monday thru Friday going 
to work? If you want a place to ride then take the toll bridge. 
Once you get to the West side of the lake and its great riding 
,not a lot of traffic. The hills and the twisties make a great 
place to ride and there are plenty of places to rest your weary 
bones.  We came across one of my favorites, Chances R, it is 
not fancy but it is a hometown busy little spot. They serve up 
good food, cold air & very biker friendly. You want a beach 
spot then check out Big Dicks Halfway Inn has rental homes 
and is a fun place to be, Captain Ron’s is the home of the 2008 
shootout this place is great. It has two sand beaches great food 
and drinks. If you need a part call Barbara at My Place Sales 
and she will get you back on the road again.. The West Side 
Rally Sept. 11th thru 14th is going to be a “bikers paradise” 
with 4 days of music , vendors from all over the state ,boat & 
wave runners rentals--parasailing ---forget Sturgis this year 
save your gas money, and check out want is right in your own 
backyard The West Side Rally 2008 get your rental early the 
Lake will fill up. See ya there Kat
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Up The River Again
By John Skala

Alton Brown and his crew made their way up the Mississippi 
by motorcycle in the spring of 2007. Their trip was recorded 
and shown later that year as a six-episode series on the Food 
Network. This was the second trip in the “Feasting On Asphalt” 
series where Alton and his crew travel the back roads exploring 
the food at various establishments along the way.

For those that don’t know of Alton Brown, you have missed 
some of the better shows on the Food Network. Alton is one of 
the celebrities on the Food Network, staring in several shows. He 
writes, produces and stars in “Good Eats”, he is a commentator 
on “Iron Chef America” and the creator/star of the “Feasting 
On Asphalt” series. Alton started as a cinematographer before 
attending culinary school and becoming a TV celebrity and 
author. Alton’s mixture of humor and science in his shows and 
books has won him national acclaim along with awards from the 
James Beard Foundation, Bon Appétit Magazine and Peabody 
Awards.

Alton was interested in motorcycles from a young age, but has 
only owned and ridden bikes for a little more than five years. 
He has tried to make up for lost time by owning ten bikes in 
that period of time. He currently owns a BMW and a couple of 
Triumph motorcycles.

He has written a book chronicling his trip following the river 
titled, “Feasting On Asphalt: The River Run”. I met Alton in 
St Louis when he was again travelling back up the Mississippi 
on a book signing tour. After a short presentation followed by a 
45 minute question and answer session, Alton spent more than 
four hours signing books, posing for pictures and even talking 
to friends by cell phone. The book, which is both a diary of the 
trip and a cookbook, is illustrated with many great pictures taken 
during the 26-day trip. The 40 recipes in the book are either the 
actual versions of foods they enjoyed on the trip, adaptations of 
original recipes or inspired by the food they enjoyed.

Episode 4 of the “Feasting On Asphalt” series showed Alton 
and his crew travelling from Tiptonville, TN to Quincy, IL. This 
represents days 12 through 18 on their voyage.  Before arriving 
in the Illinois town that bears his name (although pronounced 
differently), they stop in Chester, IL to pay homage to Popeye 
with a can of spinach. In the town of Alton, they stop by Fast 
Eddie’s and Pie Town where they sample the quality foods that 
they both prepare. After a ride across the river to the Missouri 
side, he talked about the St. Louis donut sub-culture and seek out 
several local family owned donut shops. I never knew our town 
was so famous for donuts. However, I have sampled donuts in 
other towns when I was travelling and didn’t find many as good 
as back home. While I don’t disagree with the selection of Donut 
Drive-In on Chippewa, World’s Fair Donuts on Vandeventer 
and St Louis Hills Donut Shop on Hampton, I do have a couple 
of other recommendations which includes the Donut Stop on 
Lemay Ferry at Telegraph (ask for the cinnamon raisin donut) 
and Bakers Dozen on Page in Overland. From St Louis, this 
episode stops at the Maid-Rite Sandwich Shop in Quincy, IL. 
The Maid-Rite shop is a franchise that has been owned by the 
same family since it was started in 1928. Alton described the 
Maid-Rite sandwich as a loose meat sandwich similar to a sloppy 
joe without any tomato product. I haven’t tried one yet but my 
next visit to the Hannibal/Quincy area will fix that. In addition 
to the sandwich that they made in house with their secret recipe, 
they showed a large selection of other homemade items from the 
cherry syrup in the cherry Coke to the assortment of fresh pies. 
Since the Maid-Ride recipe is a closely guarded secret, Alton 
created his own version, inspired by the original, for the book.

The book contains the level of detail I have come to expect from 
Alton Brown. From the very start where he took an aerial tour 
in Louisiana, the book not only mentions it was a helicopter trip 
but specifies it was in a Robinson R44. In the back of the book 
is a listing of all  the places they visited with contact information 
and GPS co-ordinates. I have not yet had an opportunity to try 
all of the recipes in the book that I would like to try. I started 
with the first recipe, which is the bread pudding recipe from 
Mulate’s in New Orleans. Since I did not have any rum on hand 
for the sauce, I did improvise and use Southern Comfort instead 
(an idea I borrowed from a former taste of Soulard visit). As 
Alton said, it had an unusual smooth and dense texture, and it 
tasted great.

The “Feasting On Asphalt Season 2: The River Run” has joined 
season 1 of the series (the ride from South Carolina to California) 
and is now also available on DVD.  If you enjoy Alton Brown on 
TV, motorcycle stories or good recipes, I would recommend the 
book and DVD to you. If you are buying the book in St Louis, I 
would also recommend Left Bank Books who was responsible 
for bringing Alton to St Louis on his book signing tour.

For more information check out these web sites: www.
altonbrown.com and www.foodnetwork.com.

 Bon Apptit
http://www.altonbrown.com
http://www.altonbrown.com
http://www.foodnetwork.com
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The 20th Run For The Wall
By John Skala

The Run For The Wall made their annual stop for the night 
at the Wentzville VFW on Monday May 19th. Wentzville 
is the end of day six of the ten day ride from California 
to Washington D.C. This year about 200 bikes were in 
the group on the central route coming into town. Another 
100 bikes from across the Midwest joined the ride in 
Wentzville for the remainder of the trip to DC. The riders 
consider Wentzville to be one of their special stops as 
they are greeted by hundreds of people waving flags and 
cheering them on.

Everyone that turned out to welcome the riders was truly 
very patriotic, but I’m not sure everyone understood the 
real purpose of the ride. I spoke with a few of the riders 
to get a better idea of what the ride means to them and 
why they are making the trip. I spoke with some guys that 
were making their tenth trip and some that were making 
their first. Their “FNG” badges identified the new guys. 
Everyone I spoke with had made their first visit to the 
Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial, The Wall, on the Run For 
The Wall (RFTW) or was making it on this trip. I was 
fortunate to have visited the traveling wall when it came 
to the St Louis area over 20 years ago and was also able 
to visit the original when I was in the DC area a few years 
ago.

I noticed a tremendous sense of brotherhood among 
everyone on the ride. Some of the guys meet each other 
once a year on the ride and others have formed fellowships 
that transcend the ride. One such alliance called themselves 
F-Troop. The members of F-Troop are from all across the 
country and get together outside of the RFTW. According 
to the story I was told, they came together when a group 
of riders were helping a fellow rider that had bike trouble 
on the run. Recurring themes in the interviews mentioned 
the run was a welcome home for Vietnam vets that they 

never got when they returned from an unpopular war and 
offered a time of healing. They were also making the ride 
for their brothers that can’t and those that did not make 
it back home. They also wanted to make sure that future 
returning soldiers were not treated the way that they were 
treated.

The original ride in 1989 was an effort by James Gregory 
and Bill Evans to call attention to the fact that we had 
thousands of men and women still unaccounted for from 
all of our wars. The RFTW now ends in Washington, DC 
where they join up with thousands of bikers for Rolling 
Thunder, a parade from the Pentagon parking lot, through 
the streets of the capital to the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial. 
Rolling Thunder was started a couple of years before 
RFTW by Ray Manzo. His idea was to host a motorcycle 
run in the nation’s capital to show the country and the 
world that abandoned American soldiers in Vietnam still 
mattered to their fellow servicemen and the country for 
which they sacrificed their freedom. 

The group of riders on RFTW was mostly Vietnam vets, but 
there were also many veterans of other eras and supporters. 
One of the people I spoke with was, Kate Halpin. She has 
been making the run for several years along with here 
friends in F-Troop. Kate was making the run in honor of 
her brother who has his name on The Wall.

One of the new guys I spoke with told me he was 
going to The Wall for the first time. He had been to visit 
one of the traveling walls, but he was unable to go up to 
it. On this trip, he knew he would be able to make it to 
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The Wall with the help of his brothers. I spoke with one 
friend that had been in Vietnam but didn’t want to speak 
about his time in country. Another friend I spoke with has 
a buddy that to this day, still has nightmares from his tour 
of duty.

In talking to these guys, I got the impression that if 
you weren’t there you would not fully understand the 
experiences they had. For additional information about the 
Run For The Wall, you can look at last year’s article from 
July 2007 in the Past Issue section of The Biking Life web 
site at www.thebikinglife.com and the RFTW web site at 
www.rftw.org.
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hardtail humor
 A guy goes to the supermarket and notices an at-
tractive woman waving at him.  She says hello. He’s rather 
taken back because he can’t place where he knows her 
from.  So he says, “Do you know me?”  To which she re-
plies, “I think you’re the father of one of my kids.
 Now his mind travels back to the only time he has 

ever been unfaithful to his wife and says, “My God, are 
you the stripper from my bachelor party that I made love to 
on the pool table with all my buddies watching while your 
partner whipped my butt with wet celery???
 ”She looks into his eyes and says calmly, “No, I’m 

your son’s teacher
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Cross Bones
By Killer Miller

 Ok, we all know I ride a Victory, but I recently had an 
opportunity to test Harley Davidson’s latest model. Once again 
the motor company has done what they do best. While their 
marketing genius has allowed them to market an exciting line 
of clothing, parts and accessories, it took a new leap with the 
unveiling of their new cycle, the Cross Bones model. 
 They took a lot from an existing bike, added some 
fantastic new wrinkles and a few not so subtle changes to make 
it a whole new model, the Cross Bones, the factory’s latest dark 
bike [although you can get it in a blue silver, or green and orange 
(not a cool color)]. This bike borrows a lot from the Rocker 
model, but then adds an old style tractor seat, a way-cool springer 
front end and cool tank. This is topped by a set of dogbones and 
mini apes and this bike comes out dripping of badassness. 
 While I couldn’t get the black one ‘cause they are 
gone, the silver color works and the bike rides as good as any 
other in its class. However, the apes do leave you hanging in 
the breeze at anything over seventy and there are no passenger 
accommodations. This bike for what it does is the top of the 
factory heap; nothing you can buy anywhere is going to turn 
heads like this for a while.
 It goes, stops and rides like you would expect of a well 
built bike costing nearly nineteen thousand, but that is what one 
has come to expect from arguably one of the best motorcycle 
manufacturers ever. Harley Davidson has been creating excellent 
riding machines for quite some time and they do know what the 
masses want. If you want a cool looking, old style bike with new 
modern features like an EFI 96 CI motor, solid state ignition, 
brakes that really work and the coolness of a springer, then this 
is your ride. 
 Would I spend my hard earned money on it? Well for 
this purpose, yes, because you get that nice warranty along with 
the tradition of the name. I do wish they had a left a little rumble 
and shake to it. This bike may not be for everyone, what with 
the one up stock set-up, but if you want a badass looking ride 
that really cooks, you’ll love it. You need to get to your nearest 
Harley Davidson dealer, like Surdyke’s, who once again were 
kind enough to allow me to test one of their bikes, and check out 
a Cross Bones. You too might find your own Darkside.
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                                   “ SADDLE UP LETS RIDE & PLAY “ 
 

 
 

Budweiser • Jireh Cycles • Busenbark Sales • Steel Horse Junction 
Present 

MIDWAY POKER RUN 
 

Sunday, September 21, 2008 
 

$20 a Hand   •   $5  Extra Hands  •  Best Hand $200 cash (paid out) 
 

Sign up 10:00 am-noon at Midway Bar & Grill, Ste. Genevieve  
   2nd Stop      Little Midway (Perryville, MO) 
    3rd Stop      Pop a Top (Ellis Grove, IL) 
    4th Stop      Lisa’s Bar & Grill (Prairie Du Rocher, IL) 
   5th Stop       Midway Bar & Grill (Ste. Genevieve, MO) 

Midway will be serving breakfast  •   Full menu specials after the ride 
50/50 Tickets all day • Drawing at the end of the ride 

 

Ride the Ferry from Prairie Du Rocher back to Ste. Genevieve. 
A beautiful scenic river ride, stop by Busenbark Sales at 220 Busenbark Lane in  

Farmington for a free card any time before or during the ride. 
Be in Midway Bar & Grill by 5:00 pm 

Steel Horse Junction located at Hwy 32 & OO & Busenbark in Farmington are a BONUS CARD    

 

ALL VEHICLES & MOTORCYCLES WELCOME 
  
 
 

For more information 
Kathy @ 314-221-3948 



Big MO Biker Bash was a Big Smash
By Jim and Joy Furey

Our friends at Jireh Cycles kicked off the summer with 
one of the biggest events of the year. This was the second 
annual Big MO Biker Bash. For those of you who attended 
last year’s event, you know how much fun this was. This 
year the decision was made to turn this into a two-day 
event, with outstanding results.

Actually, it was a three day event if you include the 
“Meet and Greet Party” that was hosted by TJ’s Bar and 
Grill in Pevely, MO. This event gave people in the local 
riding community an opportunity to meet the recipient of 
EasyRider’s Lifetime Achievement Award, Pingo, and the 
rest of his Iron Horse Racing Team. This year that crew 
not only included Robert and Jason Tabor, but also a recent 
addition to the team, local rider Corey Kirgan. There was a 
nice crowd and the Iron Horse Sled Pulling team took time 
to insure all their fans got what they wanted.

Saturday dawned a cloudy and very windy day but, though 
the skies looked foreboding, it was a fantastic day. The 
day was filled with all things pertaining to motorcycles. 
People started signing up for the The Biking Life Bike 
Show, held in conjunction with this event, as soon as the 
gates opened. Throughout the day, some of the sharpest 
bikes in the area continued to roll in, no doubt enticed by 
the $500 top prize. The bike show was not the only thing 

going on. While attendees were checking out the rolling 
art, the pulling teams were grooming the grounds and 
making their practice runs. This was in preparation for the 
afternoon’s sled pull and rodeo competition. Additionally, 
there was live music provided by some of the area’s best 
bands. 

The rodeo competition was spirited and was run by Terry 
Sharp who knows how to ensure an entertaining event 
after his years of putting them on at TJ’s Bar and Grill. 
While last year’s event was well attended considering the 
weather, the thousands who attended this year dwarfed that 
crowd. The best thing was that everyone seemed to have 
a fantastic time and the party lasted well into the evening 
with music provided by the Farrell Webber Band. These 
guys did an awesome Led Zeppelin set that would have 
made Robert Plant envious.

continued on page 22



The Biking Life Page 21



Last year, the bikes shown were to showcase local builders. 
This year our hosts decided to showcase the public’s bikes. 
The winners were chosen by public ballot and, while some 
of the late arrivals may have had a slight disadvantage in 
the balloting, the classes were extremely close and the 
winners all very deserving.

After the last notes of the evening were played, preparations 
were made for Sunday’s events. Sunday was a better day 
weather-wise, the kind that makes living in the Midwest 
a pleasure. Sunday’s entertainment was a sled pulling 
exhibition and, of course, live music, but the highlight and 
true crowd pleaser was the Mixed Martial Arts action that 
took place during the afternoon.

The weekend was a lot of fun and we went home tired and 
glad we’d been there—looking forward to next year! 
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Tragedy Brings Unity

It never ceases to amaze how tragedy brings a community 
together. This point was hammered home again recently. 
The motorcycle community was brought together on July 
10th at Bikers Corner on north Vandeventer. Uniting these 
bikers in sorrow was the tragic beating death of two year 
old Stacey Tolbert-Wyatt.

The toddler was visiting his father and step-mother where 
people’s actions obviously got way out of control. Bikers 
are confronted regularly with people that have suffered 
illness, accident or some type of life-changing event 
but when bad things happen to a child, they are much 
more difficult to understand. Shortly after learning what 
happened to Stacey, Bullfrog was contacted and the word 
was put out that anyone wanting to help console the family 
should meet at Bikers Corner for a Memorial Ride to the 
family home.

The ride was covered by various news media including 
channels 2, 4 and 11. The riders left the Corner and 
proceeded a short distance to their destination. Here 
a prayer was offered, Lawrence Wilson sang and the 
toddler’s short life was celebrated. A fund has been set up 
to accept contributions  U.S. Bank southwest branch at 
5375 Southwest Avenue St. Louis Mo.63139.We ask you 
to do what you can to help this family.
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Hartbauer/McBride Foundation’s Party
by the Fabulous Fureys

 The 8th Annual Hartbauer/McBride Foundation’s 
Party was held this past June 14th at the Goff-Moll 
American Legion Post 101 in Brentwood, MO. This is one 
of the two fundraisers this organization hosts every year. 
For those that are unaware this foundation is also known 
as “Bikers Helping Bikers” because that is what they do. 
 As has been stated many times, bikers are the 
most generous people I have ever been associated with. 
This fact has not been lost on the multitude of charitable 
organizations that try to raise money for their causes. 
These are all worthwhile causes, but the fact is that in 
many instances there are a number of people who get paid 
to guide these organizations and to put on these events. 
This is not the case with “Bikers Helping Bikers.” All the 
board members are unpaid volunteers who donate their 
time, their energy and in many cases, their own money 
to try to help others in the riding community. This is truly 
an organization that deserves your support and on August 
24th, you will have another opportunity to do just that 
because that is the date for Annual Hartbauer/McBride 
Poker Run. This year, sign up is at Doc’s in St Louis and 
Ted’s in Alton, IL, and I hope to see you there. Time to get 
on to the fun stuff at the party, so read on!
 The evening was filled with friends, music and 

fun. One of the great things about events like this is the 
opportunity to see good friends; two folks that fill the bill 
for me are Judy and Terry Yount. It is always a pleasure 
to see these folks who have done so much volunteer work 
over the years in the motorcycle community. The party 
was well attended by several clubs with the Statesmen, the 
Vietnam Vets and this year the El Forasteros also showed 
up. The support of these, and all clubs, is truly appreciated 
by the foundation’s board members.
 The music was provided by the Souled Out Review 
and by the Goldbondsmen. Though quite different in styles, 
both bands kept their respective audiences entertained and 
as the night progressed, there were more and more people 
dancing and having a great time. One of the attention 
grabbers at this party was a new Can-Am Spyder that had 
just been delivered to the owner from Ted’s Motorcycle 
World. The proud owner spent most of the evening telling 
the interested onlookers all about this new machine. 

 Patty Bush from Doc’s Harley Davidson and 
Wild Bill from Ted’s were both on hand and did their 
best to help ensure the party was a financial success. This 
event gets auction items like no other I have seen. There 
are always unique handcrafted memorabilia that would 
make an awesome addition to any motorcycle enthusiast’s 
home. If this is the kind of thing that interests you, then by 
all means you need to come to next year’s party. A couple 
of examples of the items they had are a Garth Brooks 
autographed guitar and Scott Jacobs autographed prints 
along with an autographed book of his art work. That was 
an item I wanted, but I was unsuccessful. 
 The Hartbauer/McBride Foundation over the 
years has donated more than $125,000 to riders and their 
families in this area. Their work continues, but they cannot 
do it without your support. So please make plans to take 
part in their poker run on August 24th.
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$1.50 lONGNECKS ON wEDNESDAY NIGHTS
wEDNESDAY IS BIKE NIGHT

KARAOKE WEDS, FRI AND SAT NIGHTS
TEXAS HOLD’EM POKER SATURDAY AT 4 NO BUY 

IN AND $50 TO THE WINNER
www.myspace.com/double_ds_hangout
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The East Side Moonlight TT run
Returns starting july 26th

Week 1 start at antique house
week 2 start at gallaghers

week 3 start at crehan’s
week 4 start at caddy shack
week 5 start at ardie & tiny’s

first hand $10 additional $1
Free food every night at first stop

proceeds will benefit the 
belleville battered womens 

shelter
come party with your friends

Calling 911
 Saturday, the 14th of June, I was on my way to the car 
wash to wash my bike and ran into the back of a stopped car on 
Page Avenue. The driver of the car behind me who stopped to 
help was a pastor of a local church and also a biker. He called 
911, but most importantly, he prayed with me as we waited. 
Someone gave me a pillow and I laid in the middle of the road 
until the police got there.  
 The officer asked me if I was riding with a group of 
bikers and as I said no, I looked around and saw a lot of bikers 
and other people that had stopped to help. They transported me 
in an ambulance to the hospital where I learned I had broken my 
collarbone. I am thankful that was all that happened because I 
know many people that don’t walk away from accidents like that 
one.
 As I was sitting in the middle of Page Avenue, I called 
my wife, Kathy, and before she got to me she had called a good 
friend of ours and asked if they would pray and call others in our 
CMA chapter to pray that my injuries were not serious. Several 
friends were on their way to the hospital when we called to 
tell them I was being released and not to come. After a couple 
of days at home, I decided to go back to work. On the way to 
work there was a minister talking on the radio about 911 friends, 
friends you can call at any time day or night. Kathy and I know a 
lot people we can call anytime we need to and I personally have 
been a 911 friend to a lot of our friends and family.
 Who do you call on when you’re in trouble or have an 
accident? Do you know they will stop what they’re doing and 
come to help you? Do you have a faith in God that lifts your 

expectations and takes away worry?
 I know that I have a God I can call on at all times and 
that He will take care of all my needs. Psalms 91 assures us 
that God is our refuge and fortress and that we can trust in Him 
(verse 2). No evil will fall upon us (verse 10). God sends His 
angels to take charge over us (verse 11) and we can call upon 
Him and He will answer, He will be with us in troubles, He will 
deliver us and honor us (verse 15). Because of these promises 
from God, I knew He was with me and helping me during my 
accident. I knew my “911 prayer” to God was heard and He was 
helping me.
 Do you know you can depend on the promises above 
in your own life? You need to know Jesus is your “911 Friend” 
and there whenever you need to call Him. If you don’t know 
Him or how to talk to Him as a friend, ask any Christian biker 
at your next event, contact one of the following people, or call 
me. The CMA Missouri State Coordinator is Clark (Lucille) 
Doughty, 816-697-3077, wingman@wcblue.com; and the 
Illinois State Coordinator is Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-8938, 
vdBrown77@aol.com. For more information about CMA, you 
can contact either of the above or call me at 314-434-2282 or 
e-mail me at h2osjk@prodigy.net.  

Jim Waters 
President - Good News Riders
CMA St. Louis, MO

mailto:wingman@wcblue.com
mailto:vdBrown77@aol.com
mailto:h2osjk@prodigy.net
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Upcoming Events
Weekly Events

Tuesday Two Wheel Tuesday at Show-
Mes on Lincoln Highway in Fairview 
Heights, IL and Cape Girardeau, MO 
Tuesday Bike Night the Third 
Tuesday of the Month at Down on 
the Corner n Hwy 96 in Marcelline, IL 
Tuesday Two Wheel Tuesday at 
N0-Jacks on IL 159 in Smithton, IL 
Wednesday Bike Night at Double Ds Hangout 
9853 S Broadway St Louis this is a fun group 
Wednesday CTs Night Bike Ride 
the ride leaves CTs Hildesheim Ave. 
St.Louis between 7:30 and 8 8100  
Thursdays STUNNA Thursdays At Paradise 1, 
615 Missouri St East St Louis, IL (618) 482-5578 DJ 
Thursdays Bike Night at Bikers Corner 
at 1924 N Vandeventer Ave in St Louis, MO 
Friday Bike Night at Fatboys in DeSoto, MO 
Thursdays Bike Night at Chuck-
A-Burger St Charles 3150 Elm 
Pointe Industrial Dr., St Charles, MO  
Thursdays Hardriders call their 
hotline (314) 340-2000 for info 
Thursdays Bike Night at Geos Wings and 
More on West Main in Belleville, IL from 6:30 to 10 
Friday Bike Night at Hwy 67 Saloon in 
Festus, MO on Hwy 67 in Festus, MO 6:30 to 12 
Friday The Weekend Kickstart at Bottles N 
Throttles in the Wentzville Crossing Center

August

2nd Cycle Saturday with Lone Star 
Steakhouse and some great local bands 
3rd ABATE Poker Run sign up at Runway 
Lounge in Bethalto, IL from 11 to 1 PM 
9th Riders for Kids 3rd Annual Poker Run and 
Toy Drive sign up from 10 to 11 at White Mule 
Bowling Alley( used to be Frogz) in Desoto, MO 
9th 1st Annual St Clair CO ABATE Poker Run 
sign up 11 to noon at Gallaghers in Freeburg, IL 
10th The Biking Life 5th Anniversary Party 
and Poker Run sign up 11 to 12:30 at either the 
Fairview Heights, South County or St Charles 
Show-Mes for more info call (6128) 531 -0432 
10th 5th Annual Shrine Poker Run sign 

up 11 to 1 at B.S. Boogies in Maryville, IL 
15th - 17th Root Hog Rally at the 
Arrowhead Campground on the Caster 
River at Grassy, MO gates open Friday at 2 
16th 3rd Annual Support Our Soldiers Run 
sign up at Local 2250 UAW Hall 1395 E Pearce 
Blvd in Wentzville, MO last bike out at 10:30 
16th FSMC Rodeo for MDA at the 
Dupo Quarterback Club in Dupo, IL 
16th Jonathan Myles Edwards Poker Run 
sign up 11 to 1 at Sit N bull in New Memphis, IL 
17th Stone Celts HOG Elks Crippled 
Children Run sign up from 10:30 to noon at 
Frieze HD on Greenmount Rd in OFallon, IL 
17th Bootleggers Poker Run sign 
up at Teds Motorcycle World on 
Humbert in Alton, IL from noon to 2 
17th TJs Bike Show at TJs Bar and Grill Hwys 61/67 
and Z in Pevely, MO a bike show and a whole lot more 
23rd 1st Annual 100 Mile Ride sign up from 9 to 
10 at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church Christian Life 
Center 1500 South Outer Road, St. Clair, Missouri 
23rd 5th Annual St Louis Grand 
National Ride In Bike Show and ted’s 
Customer Appreciation Day at Ted’s 
Motorcycle World on Humbert Rd in Alton, IL 
23rd Free Poker Run sign up 11 to 12:30 
at Jacks Iron Horse on St Charles Rock Rd 
23rd 24th Docs 53 Rd Anniversary 
Party at Docs HD in Kirkwood, MO 
24th Bikers for Babies Illinois Marble 
Run sign up at Frieze Harley davidson 
OFallon, IL from 9 to 11 spnsored by the 
GKMC (Green Knights Motorcycle Club) 
24th 21st Annual Hartbauer/McBride Poker 
Run sign up at Ted’s or at Doc’s between 
9 and 11 there is also a monster 50/50 
24th Bush Pilots Poker Run sign 
up at Teds Motorcycle World on 
Humbert in Alton, IL from noon to 2 
30th Road Riders for Jesus Bike 
Show at Jc Niemann Park in Mt Olive, IL 
31st 7th Annual Rebel Rat Pack Bike Show 
sign up by 11 at the Ashby Inn in St Ann

September

4th Torches Across America 
American Legion Troy, IL leave at 4 PM
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Independence Day Celebrations
By John Skala

Doc’s Harley-Davidson in Kirkwood kicked off the July 4th 
celebrations with their annual flag raising ceremony. Each year 
Doc’s retires their American, POW-MIA and H.O.G. Chapter 
flags and replaces them with new ones. In addition to Doc’s old 
flags, customers were encouraged to bring their own worn out 
flags for proper retirement.

Along with the flag raising, Doc’s had several quick ceremonies 
to commemorate those that have served our country in the 
past and acknowledge the sacrifices of those currently serving 
in the active military. Representatives from the Kirkwood fire 
department, the American Legion, the Vietnam Vets Motorcycle 
Club, the Warrior Brotherhood and many other local veterans 
organizations were on hand for the celebration. The Air National 
Guard Band of the Central States Strike Eagle Brass Quintet 
provided live music. Military re-enactors in period correct 
uniforms from the Revolutionary War through Vietnam were 
also a part of the celebration.

After the celebration at Doc’s it was down the road to the Amvets 
Bike show and celebration. The Amvets also had a burnout pit 
where a few riders showed the power of their bikes by burning 
rubber through all their gears. This celebration included a band, 
food and beer vendors in addition to the motorcycle related 
merchants. BACA and Hartbauer/McBride representatives were 
also on hand.

BACA members were displaying the Root Beer Float bike, built 
by Attitude, and selling raffle tickets to support their cause, 
fighting child abuse.

For more pictures from both of these events, go to The Biking 
Life magazine web site at www.thebikinglife.com.
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The biking life in pictures
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Biker Biz Bits

 Long-time supporter of this publication and 
custom seat creator, Gary Tyler, has moved his Chopper 
Chair motorcycle seat business from the warehouses in 
Sauget , IL to his home at 8579 Triple Lakes Road outside 
Cahokia, IL. For the uninitiated, Triple Lakes Road is 
always a fun ride and this location will give Gary more 
access to walk-in traffic.
 I recently visited his new location. Gary has his 
equipment all set up and he is ready to make a seat that 
will alter the looks of your present scooter. Gary did my 
seat several years ago and did a fantastic job. He not only 
created the hand stitched look I was looking for, he also 
added gel pads to both the passenger and my seat that 
really made huge difference from a comfort standpoint 
and still reduced the height of the seat.
 If you are thinking about doing something to 
improve the looks of your current bike or just want to add 
a little comfort to your seat, give Gary a call and let him 
create something for you. If you would like to check out 
some of his work, visit his website www.bikerseats.com.
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The way it is 
by Robert Barnhill

MY FIRST TIME
I’m sitting here now recalling 
my first time. I guess some will 
brag and some will lie about 
theirs. It’s a big thing, a coming 
of age. A whole lot cooler the 
younger you are and, it could 
always be said as some do, “a 
man’s thing.”

It’s been over forty years ago, 
more than that maybe, but forty is easy to say with certainty, and 
it was with a degree of certainty that I was given the permission 
to do what I would lay in bed at night and dream of. 

At the beginning of the school year, we had moved away from the 
only home I had known in my life. Sixteen years of watching the 
corn grow and the dust blow was suddenly gone. Here I was miles 
away in a new town learning from new friends things I had never 
even heard or thought of. 

Under my bed I had placed an old box. I had hidden out of sight 
almost a dozen magazines so no one could accidently find them 
and rat me out to my mom and dad.  I knew what that would 
bring, and I’ll admit I had seen it happen before. Much to their 
dismay, I had let my hair grow and when I was meeting with the 
guys, I would roll a pack of cigarettes in my white shirt sleeve. 
Not really caring to light up, but it’s just they way we did things.

I guess I must have drifted a bit telling you this, but like I said 
before, I still remember how good it made me feel, even if it only 
lasted about ten minutes. I didn’t have a clue how to do it, but 
like the saying goes, it’s like falling off a bicycle. And who would 
really admit they didn’t know how. 

I left the house and walked to the pool hall where everyone hung 
out. It was a place where I could hold my own and meet more 
people. I had learned how to shoot pool from my old man, and 
if he never gave me anything else, he had taught me how to win. 
This was his game. In our old basement is where everyone from 

the neighborhood spent their time. It was mostly just men, a male 
crowd who would have told me how to do anything, even if they 
didn’t really know the right way.

I had met Ray earlier that year. We had become good friends even 
though we didn’t see that much of each other. Sitting and waiting 
for a table to empty, I heard the unmistakable sounds of a Harley 
as it came close to the back door and stopped. I knew what it 
was. I didn’t need to look, I just knew. I was really surprised to 
see Ray walk in a minute or so later. A second later I was out 
the back door to check it out. I knew it had to belong to Ray. 
There under the street lamp it sat, fox tails were hanging to the 
ends of the handlebars, the streetlight reflecting in the red paint. 
A chrome rail rose just above the white fringed seat and sagging 
white leather saddlebags made it look just like the pictures in my 
magazines.

I wasn’t sure of the year, but with the chrome Panhead, I had 
a good idea. It was to a young man like me the most beautiful 
sight in the world. I walked round and round taking mental notes 
on each part of the Harley. Somewhere around the headlamps, I 
bumped into Ray and fell to the ground just in front of him. He 
laughed at me. I’m sure I looked foolish lying on the ground in 
front of him. Looking down at me Ray extended his hand to pull 
me back to my feet and senses.

Ray said he had just bought it after school a couple of days ago. 
Well, I guess that’s what you get growing up on a farm, your 
own money to spend. He had pushed it out of the lane so no one 
would hear him leave the house. That’s why he had parked by the 
back door. I couldn’t believe it, here was what I had grown up 
dreaming of, and it belonged to a buddy of mine. 

I later found out it was a 74 cubic inch Duo-Glide. It probably took 
quite a bit of begging to convince Ray to let me ride it around the 
block. He showed me the foot clutch, and the gear shift mounted 
to the left side of the gas tank. But from all the magazines I had, 
I already knew more than he did. I must have killed the engine a 
dozen times, and stalled it even more, learning the foot clutch. 
Each time I killed it, I kicked it back to life.

A sweet rumble that came out of the fishtail pipes made the hair 
on my neck stand.I was soon wobbling down the alley. Like a 
bucking horse I went, each time twisting the throttle a little too 
far, but soon I had it right. The Harley’s transmission remained 
in low gear until after three or four blocks when I turned into the 
street and got it into second gear. I showed everyone who cared 
to see my first time. Yep, that was the first of many times to come 
that I would ride a Harley Duo-Glide, even if I was just sixteen. 

So that’s my story and maybe yours is even better, but I still 
remember that night and MY FIRST TIME.  I remember that and 
seeing Ray’s old man watching me, as I rode it back to the pool 
hall.



The Biking Life Page 45



An Inkling

The Biking Life is always looking for 
good salespeople and writers. You 
get to meet the best people bikers 
and have a lot of fun. We are the 
number one publication in the re-
gion. If this Sounds like you please 
give me (jim) a call (314) 322 - 7883 
and lets grow together

This month’s ink can be found on the arm of Stan 
Denton owner of the Sit “N” Bull Saloon in New 
Memphis, IL. This tat symbolizes his family, he 
is of course the stallion, his wife Kathy is the 
bear, daughter Brittney the wolf and Ashley is the 
mountain lion. The tips of each of the feathers 
represent their birthstone colors. This sharp piece 
of art was done by the fine folks at the Inkwell in 
Fairview Heights, IL and if you want to see it closer 
or learn more about it, well I guess you need to make 
a trip to New Memphis.

If you  would like to see you tattoo here then send it 
to tats@thebikinglife.com with a little info.
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