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Letter From the Publisher
By Jim Furey

You know someone told me about something written in 
another publication the other day and it made me think about 
my youth. Back then my friends and I would go to the woods 
or a creek and would “explore” it. We always thought we 
were the first to find these places, though obviously they had 
been for quite some time. It seems some of my competitors 
are still viewing the world in that same naive way.

Now on to some more fun things and some information 
I want to pass on to you. The first thing I want to let you 
know is that we have a bunch of video clips on YouTube. If 
you would like to get a small idea of what is featured on the 
annual The Biking Life DVD, we invite you to check out our 
clips. Then go online or visit us at an event and purchase one. 
Another step we are taking in the area of cross promotion 
is my personal account on Facebook. I used to send mass 
emails to readers of the magazine, but I’ve decided Facebook 
is a better and more secure way to stay in contact with you. 
On Facebook, we will let you know what we have going 
on and where we will be which gives you an opportunity to 
show up at an event increasing your chances of getting your 
photograph in the magazine. Please check it out and sign up 
to be my friend.

One last thing in conjunction with the Facebook thing, I 
have started a group there called “The Biking Life Riders.” 
This was suggested to me several years ago by Steve from 
Diamond Trailers in Litchfield, IL. (Visit him for your trailer 
or RV needs.) Anyway, this group will get together once a 
month for a ride. We may join a ride or we may just cruise 
the roads together. This insures I get to ride at least once a 
month! I will be looking for different rides and suggested 
routes–feel free to let me know your suggestions. Join me 
and let’s ride for fun.

The event calendar is starting to really fill up as the weather 
improves. April features many great ones to start off the year. 
On the 5th there is FORR District 6 Blessing of the Bikes 
at Jack’s Iron Horse Saloon in Bridgeton, MO. The 5th also 
features a bike show in Pevely, MO and there is another 
blessing of the bikes at the Cross in Effingham. Then mid 
month after you’ve paid your taxes, the Harley Drags come 
to town in conjunction with the Gypsy Rendezvous and The 
Biking Life Motorcycle Show at Gateway International 
Raceway.We hope to see some really sharp bikes here again 
this year.

As always I thank you for picking us up. I ask you to patronize 
our advertisers, they are true supporters of the motorcycle 
lifestyle and thanks for making us part of your biking life.



The Biking Life Page 5

Route 138, Benld, Illinois (217) 835- 2494
Coming Events:

Karaoke the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month
  April 15 -  Pat Liston      May 2 - Supe and the Sandwiches
  April 17 - Quarter Draw Band    Featuring Rogers, Nienhaus & Tim  
  April 25 - Retro 70’s Party  Politte plus Guest Supe Granda 
  Costumes and Prizes   May 9 - Sons of Silence Spring   
  Biker Owned and Operated  Run Sign up 11:30 to 12:30
  Always a Fun Place   May 17 - Pat Liston 5 PM til 8 PM

  Hours: Mon - Thurs 10 AM to 2 AM, Fri - Sat 10 AM to 3 AM, Sun 8 AM to 2 AM 



Upcoming Events
Weekly Events
Tuesday
Bike Night the Third Tuesday of the Month at 
Down on the Corner Hwy 96 in Marcelline, IL 
Two Wheel Tuesday at N0-Jacks on IL 159 in Smithton, IL 
Wednesday 
Wednesday CTs Night Bike Ride Call Paul at Dave Mungenast Motorsports for info 
Thursdays
 STUNNA Thursdays At Paradise 1, 615 
Missouri St East St Louis, IL (618) 482-5578  
Bike Night at Bikers Corner at 1924 N Vandeventer Ave in St Louis, MO 
Bike Night at Chuck-A-Burger St Charles 3150 Elm Pointe Industrial Dr., St Charles 
Hardriders call their hotline (314) 340-2000 for info 
Bike Night at Geos Wings and More on West Main in Belleville, IL from 6:30 to 10 
Friday 
Bike Night at Fatboys in DeSoto, MO
April
1st Marble Run Starts 
4th St. Charles HOG Chapters Hot HOGS and Chili Dogs Poker Run 
sign up at St. Charles Motorsports, 3830 West Clay, St. Charles, Missouri 
at 10:00 a.m.; $5 per hand or 3 hands $10; last bike out at 1:00 p.m.;  
5th Blessing of the Bikes Meet at the Cross in Effingham at 10:30 for a short 
ceremony and ride back to Legacy Harley-Davidson for food and fellowship  
5th Poker Run sign up noon to 1 at Acrobats of China New Shanghai Theatre 
645 Hwy 165 Branson, MO 
5th FORR District 6 Blessing of the Bikes at Jacks Iron Horse Saloon 
in Bridgeton rides from the Iron Horse Saloon and the Roadhouse 100  
5th Free Bike Show at TJs Bar and Grill in Pevely, MO 
5th BootleggersPoker Run sign-up 12 noon-
2:00 p.m. at Teds Motorcycle World, Alton, Illinois 
5th St. Louis Ride for Kids Kick-off party 2:00 p.m., Dave Mungenasts 
Classic Motorcycle Museum, 5625 Gravois, St. Louis, Missouri 
17th AHDRA Kick-Start Parties starting at 4:00 p.m. at Gateway Harley-
Davidson in St. Louis, Missouri, Surdyke Harley-Davidson in Festus, 
Missouri, and Dales Harley-Davidson in Mt. Vernon, Illinois. Race and raffle 
tickets will be available at all three dealerships. Times to be announced. 
Live entertainment, free food and free drinks, and racer appearances 
18th Docs Harley-Davidson Spring Open House at the dealership 
18th 5th Annual Moonshine Lunch Run sign-up starts at 7:00 a.m. at the 
Comfort Inn in Casey, Illinois; FREE coffee and sweet rolls from 7:00-9:30 a.m.; 
Blessing of the Bikes by CMA at 8:30 a.m.; Long Distance Motorcycle Show 
from 8:00-10:00 a.m.; starting at 8:30 a.m. and about every 30 minutes thereafter,  
18th-19th Gypsy Rendezvous Memorial Ride will leave three Harley-
Davidson dealerships (Dales, Surdyke and Gateway) en route to rendezvous at 
the Roadside Park located in Randolph County, Illinois on Route 3, Mile Marker 
18; ride continues on Bluff Road to Jefferson Barracks National Veterans 
Cemetery in St. Louis, Missouri for the military memorial and donation to the 
cemetery; ride then continues on to the Post Ride Party at Gateway Harley-
Davidson in St. Louis, Missouri; free ride patches available to all ride participants 
18th Red Knights #1 Poker Run sign-up 4:00-6:00 p.m. at Teds Motorcycle World,  
19th Alton HOG Chapter Spring Poker Run ign-
up 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at Teds Motorcycle World  
19th Paderborn Rat Pack Spring Ride and Poker Run Sign-
up 11:00-12:30 at Karbons Knotty Pines in Paderborn, Illinois,  
19th Second Annual Motorcycles Awareness Ride sign up 
at 12:30 at Remingtons, 1655 Republic Rd, Springfield, MO 
24th Spring Biker Rally hosted by the Narrow Road 
Riders; on the campus of the Edgemont Bible Church, 5100 
North Illinois Street (Route 159), Fairview Heights, Illinois,  
25th Steel Justice Dice Run sign up noon to 1 at the Steel Justice MC clubhouse 
25th Midwest Drifters Branson Annual Party at the 
clubhouse JCT of 160 and 76 outside Forsyth, MO 5 PM till 
25th Road Riders for Jesus’ Blessing of the Bikesat Niehaus Cycle 
Sales, 718 Old Route 66 North, Litchfield, Illinois, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m 
26th Kirkwood HOG Spring Ride sign up 
at Docs Harley davidson from 9 to 1200 AM 
26th Motorcycle Swap Meet Shadow Rock Park Forsyth, MO gates open at 9 AM 
30th - May 2nd Wing the Ozarks in Branson, MO
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If you haven’t checked out the website  lately you should 

we have been in overdrive putting pictures out there  

The Roads Go On Forever

This story is about the roads we travel while riding 
our Harleys. There are many roads out there, from 
the concrete super slabs, to the small dirt roads in the 
forests, to the asphalt, and gravel roads to get to places 
that attract us. But no matter where you go you can turn 
this way or that way, and there is another road. So you 
see “the roads go on forever.” 

I remember a bunch of us rode to a party out the 
interstate mother road, to a small town called Saint 
Clair. Then we rode onto a state asphalt road, then 
to a county road, then to a private gravel driveway/
road going up a hill. It was dark and I had never been 
there before, one of the Amigos said to me as we were 
stopped at the beginning of the gravel road. He said 
“Fuzzy we are probably going to drop our bikes before 
we get up to where they are partying” and he let his 
clutch loose and took off. So I did the same. 

I was thinking what kind of party is this that we will 
drop our bikes before we get to the party spot. Well, 
little did I know we were going up a mountain. I believe 
the name was Watson`s Mountain. Yeah, we got over 
half a mile up this mountain and there were rocks in 
the road like baseballs and softballs, plus somewhat 
smaller loose gravel and down I went. 

There were people down in front of me and also behind 
me. There was a couple of bros that did make it up 
without dropping their bikes but there were people 
coming down and pushing us up the mountain to the 
party spot. We stayed and partied thru the night till the 
next day. At daylight you could see for miles and the 

river down below, what a fabulous view it was. 

Somebody said something about going out for 
breakfast. I said that I would go. Then I started thinking 
now we have to go down this mountain but at least it 
was daylight. Well I made it down and the party was 
definitely worth the ride, dropping my bike and all. 
This took place in the early 70`s, as a matter of fact I 
went back there to another party also.

Now,  this road trip is a more recent one. Like last year 
we were on a grave side ride in the fall. We had been 
on the mother road interstate, then an Ozark state road, 
then a gravel road headed to a family cemetery. As we 
got on the gravel road, I could hear my brother Marvin 
draggin his exhaust pipes, which happened to be new. 

I pulled up to Marvin and said “there are good gravel 
roads and not so good gravel roads.” He gave me that 
look and we slowed down. We rode about 5 miles on 
this gravel road and had made a couple of turns here and 
there. Then we were at the “Little Angels Cemetery.” 
It’s one of them places you either know where you are 
or you are lost. 

We paid our respects as always. Then got back on our 
bikes and rode out that gravel road a different way that 
was longer, again not even thinking anything about it. 
Because we were just where we were supposed to be. 
I know everybody has stories similar to these but it is 
all worthwhile. When I look back and think about it, no 
matter if its concrete, asphalt, gravel, or dirt, we   and 
our brothers of the wind are riding our motorcycles and 
feeling the wind in our face, and being with our brothers 
riding our Harleys where “the roads go on forever.” The 
picture with this story is of us riding out from riding in. 
You know as I write this story and look back, I believe 
most of the good times are on those old gravel roads, 
gravel bars, and by river banks.  Where you knew where 
you were or you were lost. Now here`s Dirty Johnny 
with this to say, “why did the chicken cross the road? 
Because he was following his pecker and looking for a 
place to use it, “ok, johnny. As always my brothers of 
the wind I will see you somewhere, sometime, soon.
Fuzzy
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Want to find out what jim thinks about  

stuff throughout the month then read 

his blog and you can make your opin-

ions known to the blog is available at

www.thebikinglife.com

Hardtail Humor

HOW TO STOP CHURCH GOSSIP  
 
 Mable, the church gossip, and self-appointed monitor 
of the church’s morals, kept sticking her nose into other 
people’s business. She made a mistake, however, when 
she accused Frank, a new member of being an alcoholic 
after she saw his old motorcycle parked in front of the 
town’s only bar one afternoon.  She emphatically told 
Frank (and several others) that everyone seeing it there 
would know what he was doing. Frank, a man of few 
words, stared at her for a moment and just turned, and 
walked away.
 
He  didn’t explain, defend, or deny... He said 
nothing. Later that evening,  Frank quietly parked his 
motorcycle in front of Mable’s house...walked home...
and  left it there all night!!! You gotta love Frank 

 
:DEEPLY PROFOUND THOUGHTS BY MEN 
WHILE OUT RIDING 
  
Two men are out riding to their favorite watering hole, 
just riding quietly along.

At a stop light, Bob leans over and says, ‘I think 
I’m  going to divorce my wife - she hasn’t spoken to me 
in over 2 months.’  

Earl thinks about it while waiting for the light to change, 
then leans over and thoughtfully says, 
‘You better think it over - women like that are hard to 
find’  



The Biking Life Page 11



A Helping Hand

 Matthew 10 is about forgetting yourself and helping 
others.  Verse 42 says “Give a cool cup of water to someone 
who is thirsty, for instance.  The smallest act of giving or 
receiving makes you a true apprentice.  You won’t lose out on 
a thing.” (TMB)  

 Giving someone a bottle of water or something to 
drink is a small act, but if you are the one needing a drink it is 
no small thing.  Helping out a friend is something we might 
take for granted, but helping a total stranger is something else.  
I am the type of person that will stop and help out a stranger.  
I have stopped and given someone a ride on a cold December 
day.  I’ve helped push a bike to a gas station and then bought 
the man some gas.  I don’t know why I do these things 
specifically; I tell myself that I can remember when I needed 
a friend or somebody to help me.  I have never forgotten what 
it was like to be broke and have to accept help from a stranger 
in order to get home.  I thank God every day for the job I have 
to support my family.

 Kathy and I ride with a lot of different groups.  
Our true “home” organization is Christian Motorcyclists 
Association (CMA).  Our motto is “We are here if you need 
us.”  CMA really is there when you need help spiritually; our 
mission is to “change the world, one heart at a time.”  We will 
do everything we can to help you find your way back to God.  
On the other hand though, we’re not financially able to help 
everyone with monetary problems.  

 Another group Kathy and I support and are directly 
involved with is The Hartbauer McBride Memorial Foundation; 
you may know it as “Bikers Helping Bikers” group – that is 
exactly their purpose.  Hartbauer McBride is made up of a 
group of bikers from clubs and organizations across the St. 
Louis area.  We welcome all motorcycle clubs within a 100-
mile radius of the St. Louis arch and help bikers who are in need 
of financial help.  To receive assistance, the biker’s situation 
must qualify as a “true hardship” and cases are reviewed 
individually and arbitrated based on the information provided 
on application forms.  In this way, Hartbauer McBride gives a 
“really cool” cup of water to those who really need it and is a 
member of a local motorcycle club.  The biker fund is not as 
large as some charities, but they manage it very well and help 
as many bikers as they can.  If your motorcycle group is not 
a part of Hartbauer McBride, please consider joining with us 
so you also can help other bikers.  Hartbauer McBride tries to 
give a helping hand to our biking brothers and sisters in their 
time of need.

Can you remember the last time you gave a “cool cup 
of water” to someone who needed it.  Do you have to think 
hard about it?  Helping a friend or stranger is the right thing 
to do!
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If you need any help from the local CMA organizations, 
contact any Christian biker at your next event, contact one 
of the following people, or call me.   The CMA Missouri 
State Coordinator is Clark (Lucille) Doughty, 816-697-3077, 
wingman@wcblue.com; and the Illinois State Coordinator is 
Don (Vicky) Brown, 217-629-8938, vdBrown77@aol.com.  
For more information about CMA, you can contact either of 
the above or call me at 314-434-2282 or e-mail me at h2osjk@
prodigy.net.  

Jim Waters 
CMA Good News Riders
St. Louis, MO



A Sweetheart of a Bike Show
by Jim Furey

Valentine’s Day weekend the Wide Open magazine staff 
rolled into the Family Arena in St. Charles, MO, to stage their 
annual Bike Show. As always there were some new wrinkles 
for this show, this year there was a big screen slide show 
going on the whole weekend. This slide show featured the 
bikes entered in the show, plus many of the vendors. This 
made for an interesting backdrop to the weekend’s events.

We arrived late Friday evening, and basically just had time 
to unload our gear and renew some old acquaintances. The 
event began in earnest though on Saturday morning. After 
arriving, Joy, Monty and Beth worked feverishly in getting 
the booth set up. Jim however mysteriously disappeared and 
later told some story about trying to recruit vendors for the 
Midwest Motorcycle Swap Meet or some such nonsense. 
At any rate, about 10:00am, the doors opened and the crowds 
flooded in to see all the sweet looking motorcycles entered 
in the show.

One of the things that attendees at this year’s event particularly 
remarked on was the fact that parking was included in the 
price of admission. If you had your coupon from The Biking 
Life Magazine, you were able to save even more money. 
Everyone loves a bargain, especially in today’s economy!

Once again the creative genius from throughout the Midwest 
was on display for all who share a passion for motorcycling 
to see. I saw some intriguing iron created by some builders 
whose work I hadn’t seen before. Then there were regular 
favorites like Chariots of Fire. They chose this occasion to 

feature Jake’s new bike, the aptly named “No Grey Area.” 
On this unique motorcycle there truly is no grey area. Bob 
Sparkman had his latest creations on display at the show, Just 
Hawgs was here also, Cutting Edge Cycles was represented, 
as was Hot Rod Custom Cycles. These are just a few of the 
many shops that took the time to show the public what they 
can do.

In addition to the bikes, one could buy almost anything from 
the large number of vendors at the event. E & M was there 
with some tremendous deals and they handed out their latest 
catalog. Our friends from Black Jack Leather were there 
and offered some tremendous deals. The Professor was 
selling his usual wide array of sunglasses and do-rags. There 
were booths there touting Sturgis and Sturgis on the River, 
an Iowa event. You could even get information on home 
improvements done by Thomas Construction, or you find a 
motorcycle lawyer.

continued on pg 16
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Once again this year the folks at Wide Open had the Bikers 
For Babies folks help with the door. In return for their help 
they received a $5,000 donation from our hosts. This is one 
of the many charitable contributions our hosts from Wide 
Open makes over the course of a year. This year’s show was 
very good, well attended and truly one of the “can’t miss” 
events of the year.

I know plans are already underway for next year’s event and 
you can be sure there will be something new and exciting 
added to the event. I hope to see even more of you there next 
year. I am sure that many of you think that you have seen 
this show before, but the reality is that this is a constantly 
changing event that should be checked out every year.
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Big Blue in Crystal City
By Kathleen Haverstick

Bikes Trikes & Trailers, has kept their doors opened for 
the motorcycle enthusiast in us all for 6 years. Jim Kirby 
has recently given his place a new look. A face lift so to 
speak, he has opened a wall of saving for all bikers, parts 
he’s got them, headgear he’s got them, Easyrider clothing 
line he’s got them, boots, rain gear,  glasses, leathers, chaps 

all the  wonderful things a biker. Or that female rider has to 
have Bikes Trikes & Trailers has what you need & more. 

Are you in the middle of a project and 

need some help send us a note about 

your issue and we’ll get you an answer 

on how to deal with it.

Did I forget bikes Jim sells new bikes, used bikes, and oh 
yeah Trikes & Trailers too!  Walk into Jim Kirby’s place in 
Crystal City Mo. on any given day and you will find Jim 
there hard at work. You get the selection of a big dealership 
with the prices and friendliness of a small hometown 
shop. You cant miss his place its blue & on Hwy.61-67 in 
Crystal City MO. Hwy. 61-67 can be a great ride and I can 
guarantee that The Biking Life Magazine will always be 
on their shelve for you to take and it is still a freebie. The 
service department is open and ably manned by Brandon 
Lewis the head of service. They are ready to help get your 
bike back on the road were it belongs . Everyone is ready 
to ride, so get yourself to Bikes, Trikes & Trailers & get 
yourself ready to ride too!!
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NOMAD COUNSELING
I would like to introduce you to a unique new psychotherapy 
service. It is called NOMAD COUNSELING. It is different 
because we can go “on the road” all over the St. Louis area 
offering in home / community counseling at the most affordable 
rates, often similar to a copay. How can we do this? Well, our 
services are powered by two fuel saving motorbikes (Triumphs 
no less.) Also since we travel all over St. Louis we are able to 
keep the cost down, and hence the name NOMAD. We especially 
work with anger, our name not withstanding.

NOMAD COUNSELING uses a harm reduction / solution 
focused approach with a realization that while most problems 
do not just go away, they can become manageable with help. In 
plain talk this is a counseling solution for “real people in the real 
world” by a man of the people, riding in on a steel horse(without 
the whiskey of course.)

This “Easy Rider” is a clinician with over 20 years experience in 
a variety of settings, including psychiatric hospitals, counseling 
agencies, youth treatment centers and chemical dependency 
programs. Educational qualifications include licensed clinical 
social worker in Missouri and a graduate of the renowned 
Menninger Family Institute. We think this is a much needed 
service and dare we say critical option for these extremely 
challenging times. Rates are usually $40 an hour with additional 
30 minute blocks for $20. For a free initial consultation call 
(314) 603-3424 today.
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Def Leopard Would Be Proud
by Jim Furey

 I’m sure you are asking yourself what kind of title 
is that for a story. Well, it fits the Piasa/Gateway ABATE 
Chapter’s Hot, Sweet and Sticky Dance just perfectly. In fact 
a little after we left, there may have been some sugar poured 
on someone but if so we missed it.
 What wasn’t missed is the spirit of fun that always 
surrounds this event. This late winter event always falls in the 
same time period as Valentine’s Day and Mardi Gras, which 
is cool because it incorporates, some of the best that both 
these holidays have to offer. Valentine’s Day is all about love 
and Mardi Gras is all about getting wild and crazy. Definitely 
a good mix!
 When we arrived, the party was in full swing. The 
band was cranking out some really good tunes, the bartenders 
were quick and, and as usual, there was plenty of really good 
food, including desserts (Joy’s favorite!).
 During a band break, there are party games which 
are fun to participate in and even more fun to watch. Let me 
tell you, those ladies trying to thaw those frozen t-shirts out 
enough to put them on–now that can be hot! Then the guys 
got to try their luck with frozen granny panties, that was 
hysterical to watch (shrinkage probable). The guys and gals 
who participated were all really good sports and thanks to 
them for upping the fun factor. Thank you also to the retiring 
game chairman for making the party games so much fun 
every year!
 This party is an annual event that you don’t want to 
miss. Watch for information on next year’s date in The Biking 
Life Magazine early next year! 
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Cycle World Show in Chicago
By John Skala

The 2009 Chicago Cycle World International Motorcycle 
Show® presented by Toyota had plenty to see with bikes 
and accessories from most major manufacturers along 
with a lot of local dealers & clubs and even a Sham 
WOW display. This is just an overview of a few things 
I found interesting and you might also. Be sure to go to 
our web site for more pictures.

The show opened at 3:00 PM on Friday and there was 
a large crowd waiting for the starting bell. Starting right 
up front, the Toyota display “Architects Of Inspiration” 
showed some cool bikes designed by Roland Sands in 
a gallery type setting. This was truly the nicest display 
of all.

The Victory display has a concept bike named, “Core” 
on display. During the Friday unveiling, they showed a 
video that explained it better than the brochure or what 
you can see from the display. The gas tank, steering neck, 
air box and frame are all made from one cast piece. The 
gas tank is actually a gas tank and air box built as part of 
the frame. That is certainly a wild looking bike.

Several manufacturers had cut-away engines and 
transmissions that showed how all of the mechanicals 
fit together. The Honda display had the DN-01, which 
is a 2009 model that is a cross between a scooter and a 
traditional motorcycle. And check out the Fury, which 
is a 2010 model that will be out in April 2009. It is a 
standard factory model chopper style bike. Sorry, Willie 
G. but Honda did a lot better with the look of the radiator 
than Harley did on the V-Rod.

If you like Trikes, the Vertika Tyykes display had a 
conversion kit that fits the two wheels on the front, with 
a good size trunk between the wheels. For more trikes, 
there is a nice custom one in the Harley-Davidson display 
made by the Willie G. Davidson Design Studio.

In the center of the venue, there was a presentation area 
with seminars going all weekend. Around the corner 
there was a Trials riding demo. Looking from something 
different? Custom trailers by Hog Haulin certainly fit 
that category. They have a coffin shaped trailer to tow 
behind your bike with a skeleton coming out that lights 
up. If you are a fan of the American Choppers TV show 
with Orange County Choppers they had the Die Hard 
Batteries and Craftsman Tools bikes in the Sears display 
area. Jason Britton (from Super Bikes on SPEED 
channel) and Rickey Gasdon (Champion sport bike 
drag racer) were autographing posters at the Kawasaki 
display and posing for pictures with fans.

This is a great way to see all of the brands and all 
models in one place. A busload of enthusiasts left from 
Gateway BMW for a chauffeured ride to the show on 
Sunday. If you are interested in going next year be sure 
to stop by early and see if they are going to do it again.
For more pictures visit out web site. www.thebikinglife.
com
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V-Twin EXPO Rocks Cincinnati
By Jim Furey

I have just returned from the V-Twin EXPO in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, that once a year party/trade show hosted by the 
creators of Paisano Publishing. You may not be familiar 
with that name, but I am sure you all know the flagship of 
their line, Easyrider magazine. While it feels like a party, 
technically it isn’t. Rather it is an exhibition for dealers by 
various manufacturers and distributors of all that is new 
for the coming year. This is truly an incredible event. 

Not only are national guys represented, but I saw a lot 
of people I know from the region. Builders and shop 
owners like Jan Knobbe and his crew from Chariots of 
Fire in Moscow Mills, MO,  Gary Scott the owner of 
Metro Cycles in Belleville, IL, Radical Randy from Bare 
Knuckle Choppers out west, Josh and Ryan from Gateway 
Big Dog, Phil Clifton and his son from PCC, and Jay and 
the crew from Pure Evil Motorcycles. Jay tells me they 
have something very cool brewing so keep your eyes 
out for it in The Biking Life Magazine. I also saw Darren 
Williams of Liquid Illusions, one of our region’s painters. 
Also representing our area was John Stdko and Dennis 
Hann from Mid-USA. Jim Jones, Dave Sieve and Brain 

Dillender from Mid-West Motorcycle Supply were there 
showing off their new Ultima Shovelhead. This is one 
sharp looking motor, and it performs even better. These 
are just the people I saw, I am sure there were others from 
the region that I didn’t bump into.

I mention who I saw here because these and the others 
that attended took the time to come out and see first hand 
the new products available. This is the one place that, not 
only can you see and touch what is newly out, but also 
in many instances you can talk to the very people that 
designed and fabricated it. One can find out how and where 
it was made; that is information that isn’t in a catalog. 
That type of product knowledge can only translate into 
better information for you when you are spending your 
hard earned money to sweeten up your ride. In addition 
there are seminars going on all the time to make sure that 
the service you get at your local shop is the best possible 
experience for you and your scoot.

Not only are all the manufacturers represented but just 
walking down the aisles, you never know which famous 
person you might see. We ran into Charles Barkley 
trying on a bike for size at the K & N booth. I also saw 
Donnie Smith, Eddie Trotta, Russ Mitchell and of course 
Arlen Ness. This is truly a gathering of friends joined 
by love of motorcycles. This was certainly in evidence 
at the industry party on Saturday night. The party was 
emceed by Paisano Publication Vice-President of Media 
Relations.

This was once again one of the best motorcycle 
enthusiasts’ parties of the year. Additionally, it does in the 
truest sense kick off the motorcycling year. Most of the 
dealers and shop owners I spoke to say this is the event 
that gets them pumped for the coming year. I invite you 
to visit your favorite shop, particularly if they are one of 
our advertisers, and check out what they have and learned 
to better serve you in the coming year.
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Fat Bob For the Cause

The Harley Davidson 209 “Fat Bob” Motorcycle raffle has 
just kicked off. A fundraising event to benefit 2 YMCA’s, 
The Tri-City YMCA in Granite City, IL and the Jefferson 
County Family YMCA in Festus, Missouri. The Surdyke 
Harley Dealer in Festus supplies the bike. What a great 
opportunity to help a couple of charities continue to do 
their great work while purchasing a $50.00 chance to win a 
brand new Harley or $11,500.00 cash payout in lieu of the 
bike. Let’s help “Fat Bob” get skinny, what this means is 
there are only 700 tickets to be sold. Each ticket represents 
1lb. of a “FAT BOB”motorcycle, only when all 700 tickets 
are sold will the “Fat Bob” be raffled at the Y’s or Surdyke 
for an up to the minute count of how many more pounds 
need to be lost before the raffle, you must be at least 18 
yrs. old to enter. The winner is responsible for all taxes. 
Motorcycle on display at the Y’s. 
 

TRI-CITY YMCA                               618-876-7200
JEFFERSON CO. Y                           636-931-9622
SURDYKE HARLEY DAVIDSON  636-931-8700
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Get By With A Little Help From Your 
Friends
 The 100 MPH Club and their friends came though 
in a big way for Gene Walker. On February 28th this club 
that does so much good charitable work held a benefit for 
one of their long time friends. They say you can judge a 
man by his friends and from the outpouring of good wishes 
by the biggest crowd I have ever seen at the 100 MPH 
clubhouse, Gene must be one hell of a man. 
 He and his lovely wife, Connie, have been pillars 
of the east side riding community for quite some time. They 
have attended a lot of benefits for others over the years and 
it was nice to see that their generosity and participation 
were remembered. If the concept that laughter is the best 
medicine is true, then this evening was full of healing for 
all who attended. 
 The crowd which included members of the Iron 
Sleds MC, the Mad Dogs MC and several other local 
clubs were entertained by The Blue Dog Band. My friend 
Motorcycle Mike, the band’s drummer, was wearing his 
The Biking Life t-shirt as he laid down a solid drum line; 
we appreciate his support. This was a fun evening filled 
with comraderie for all who were there and it was also an 
opportunity to give some love to a couple that has done 
that for so many others.
 Gene’s recovery seems to be on course which 
everyone is thrilled about. Please continue to keep this 
generous couple in your thoughts and prayers. A big shout 
out to the guys in the 100 MPH Club who once again stood 
up for those who need help!

Biker Biz Bits
Tiny’s Mufflers and More

While Tiny’s Mufflers and More is not a bike shop, it 
is owned and run by a guy that is very well known as a 
biker. Tiny can be seen all year round working on the 
Bikers For Babies event that happens each October. 
He has recently held the grand opening of his new 
shop at 8907 Natural Bridge (just East of I-170). 
In addition to the standard exhaust, brakes, struts/
shocks, tune up, oil change, they also do engine and 
automatic transmission work and rent U-Haul trailers 
and trucks. When your other vehicle needs work, you 
should give him a call at (314) 429-4900 and get a 
free estimate.

Moto Museum Open for 2009 Season

The Moto Museum has had limited hours since it 
opened in 2007. However, with the recent opening of 
the Triumph Grill next door, they now have increased 
the times the museum is open. The current hours 
are 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM Monday through Friday. 
Other times are available for groups by appointment. 
In addition to the new hours, they have recently 
renovated the display galleries and added new 
bikes. The Moto Museum is located at 3441 Olive at 
Lindell (a couple blocks east of Grand Ave). For more 
information, check out their web site
http://www.themotomuseum.com/
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District 18 AMA Award 

The end of the 2008 season marked, our racer, Kevin 
Millers first as an expert. The year saw us (the Miller 
racing crew minus Alex our crack video person who had 
to work boo) at the Washington Missouri Elks Lodge for 
the AMA District 18 awards banquet this year. The really 
big winner in the TT class was the Jones family with Gary 
Sr getting one #1 plate and Jr walking away with 2 and a 
runner-up in a class.

 Brett Boyd also won a class and our racer Kevin Miller 
got fourth in C tire which was won by Gary Jones Jr. and 
a second in Expert won this year by multiple time champ 
Joe Rooeshaven. Considering most of Kevin’s races were 
done on a CRF 250 Honda a second in class (that is an 
open class) is no small feat and something to be proud of 
as we all are of him.

And not just him but all the other racers and officials that 
make AMA Racing, in its many forms so much fun. Once 
again we would like to thank those who help make Kevin’s 

racing possible Jim and Joy thanks for showing up. Thanks 
for letting dad ramble about the racing in the magazine and 
thanks for all the support moral and otherwise. We also 
thank the Kobee family for the BIG bike and all the help 
and advice. It was appreciated hope I did well enough. 
Another shout out goes to White Trash clothes and TJ’s 
bar and Grill in Pevely, Missouri. We couldn’t have gotten 
through the year without the support of  Doug and Mary 
Kay Dillon of Troy, Missouri we thank them for their help 
with the AMSOIL still the best lubricant you can use in 
any motor. Hope to have all your support next year and 
anyone else’s that wants to help.

You can reach us thru The Biking Life website to sign on 
as a sponsor and till April when we will see you at BET 
waiting for the green flag Kevin, Killer and the rest of 
Miller racing trying to stay warm.

The Biking Life magazine is always look-

ing for ethical sales people, This is a 

great opportunity to make some extra 

cash and hang out with good folks
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We thank you for your support and we en-

courage you to visit our advertisers and our 

website often. There is always something new 

on the web and check out youtube too.

ABATE Swap Meet

On March 1 the Prairie Capital Convention Center located 
in Springfield Illinois held the annual ABATE swap meet. 
This event has been going on for over 20 years ABATE 
stands for A Brotherhood Aimed Toward Education. The 
mission of ABATE is preserve the right to a safe and 
unrestricted Motorcycle environment and to stop unfair 
legislation toward all bikers.

This year’s swap meet had a little something for everyone. 
There was food, cold beer and plenty of raffles with some 
very cool prizes to take home. There was a bike show as 
well as the swap meet with new mixed in with old and 
some nice customs. The people who own these bikes put 
a lot of time and hard work into their bikes. I visited with 
some of the owners who had some really neat stories about 
how they found their bike.

There was a good turn out of vendors, lots of clothing, 
parts, and plenty of accessories. Even with the rough 
times we are all going through, many were upbeat about 
the riding season and I felt there was a good feeling of 
brotherhood and sisterhood at this meet many people were 
supporting the vendors.

This was a great show and it is my hope that all of us in 
The Biking Life can get out and
support these events, take the time and thank those who 
show and sell their products. Along with the people who 
put on these shows if your are looking for parts or anything 
motorcycle related this is a meet you don’t want to miss 
next year. The center offers a great place to come to 
with plenty of  parking  you can find out more information 
on events at  springfieldpccc.com
 
Mark  tooslow  ebert
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An Inkling

The Biking Life is always looking for 
good salespeople and writers. You 
get to meet the best people bikers 
and have a lot of fun. We are the 
number one publication in the re-
gion. If this Sounds like you please 
give me (jim) a call (314) 322 - 7883 
and lets grow together

This fine looking ink is on the arm of 

Pat Wilson and was done at Almighty 

Tattoos in Belleville, IL.
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